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Introduction
Christopher Marlowe is one of the literary and cultural heroes in whose honour Dulwich College 
Day Houses are named. He met an untimely death, at just 29 years of age, whilst in a modest and 
respectable dining-house in Deptford. There are many conspiracy theories surrounding his death 
including those founded on his apparent associations with atheism, homosexuality and, most 
excitingly, the possibility that he was a spy working for Queen Elizabeth I. Today you will explore 
many of these aspects through a variety of talks and workshops, designed to embrace the spirit 
of independent cross-curricular enquiry. By the end of the day, we hope you will have a greater 
appreciation of who Marlowe was and what became of him.
Mrs J. Stanley

Guest Speakers
Nick Inges
Nick is a Partner at Tuckers Solicitors and he heads their Crown Court team in Camberwell, South 
London. Nick has worked as a solicitor defending the full array of criminal cases in the Magistrates’ 
Court and Crown Court for more than 30 years. His breadth of cases includes terrorism, organised 
crime, corruption, health and safety, football hooliganism, class A-C [drugs] (importation, 
distribution and supply), serious sexual offences, confiscation and murder.

When Nick’s father-in-law, Professor Park Honan, was writing the renowned biography Christopher 
Marlowe: Poet & Spy he quizzed Nick about ‘the murder in the tavern’ and the various criminal 
defences that could have been used by the person or persons who stabbed him. In this talk, Nick 
will describe the right of self-defence as it currently operates and then consider whether self 
defence was a credible defence for Marlowe’s murderer.
 
Matthew D’Ancona
Matthew d’Ancona writes a weekly column for The Guardian. He was previously editor of The 
Spectator and also writes for the Evening Standard and GQ. He was the Sunday Telegraph’s political 
columnist for 19 years. He is a visiting research fellow at Queen Mary University of London, author 
of several books including In It Together: The Inside Story of the Coalition, and chairman of the 
thinktank Bright Blue.

Matthew’s most recent book Post-Truth investigates the current political climate where trust has 
evaporated, conspiracy theories thrive, the authority of the media has wilted and social emotions 
matter more than facts. In his talk, Matthew is going to discuss the impact of fake news in the 
media today and explain how we can and why we must fight back. He will also travel back in time 
and address the strong suggestion that Marlowe faked his on death, aided by the fake telling of 
events.

 



Workshops
Reade all aboute yt! 
Christopher Marlowe’s literary potential was cut tragically short by his untimely death, but the 
dashing young man was already one of the most promising playwrights of his day. As with the death 
of any 21st-century celebrity, his murder would have been big news. Your job in this workshop is to 
imagine you’re in a 16th-century newsroom with a looming deadline to file copy, and your editor has 
demanded an article to cover the sensational, shocking death of one of England’s premier theatrical 
pen-flourishers. In teams, you will study a model article before rolling up your metaphorical sleeves 
and putting together your front-page scoop, using your own top-notch wordsmithery to report the 
events and speculation surrounding Marlowe’s death to a London public baying for information. 

True or False?
In this session, historical documents from the Dulwich College Archives will help bring alive 
the characters involved in Marlowe’s story and their links to Dulwich College. We’ll use these 
documents to assess whether there was a conspiracy of silence amongst Marlowe’s associates 
and we’ll try to decide whether he was accidentally killed or whether his death was faked. Stepping 
through time from a possible faked death to modern day ‘fake news’, we’ll play a game of True or 
False with a few stories and ask how we can fight the spread of fake news.

Code Breaking
In this session you will be interpreting strange and unknown words in the fictional restaurant 
reviews of Dame Eleanor Bull’s Dining House, where Marlowe was murdered. These language 
games are based on competitions in the Linguistics Olympiad and the Oxford University Language 
Entrance Test.

Forensic Chemistry
In a fictional scenario, police officers discover a chemical on Marlowe’s body shortly after his death.  
You will be applying your scientific knowledge and using analytical chemistry techniques to identify 
this unknown chemical by comparing it with known compounds. Identifying the substance will take 
you one step further to determining the guilt of one of the suspects.

Crimewatch Reconstruction, 1593
Using the Coroner’s Report and four actors we aim to reconstruct the circumstances around 
Marlowe’s death. Our fight director will describe the weapons used at the time and explain the 
technical detail contained in the report to bring it to life. Each group will contribute to the final 
performance presented at the end of the afternoon.



Who was Christopher Marlowe? 
The most famous playwright of his day, who would have rivalled 
Shakespeare for output had he not been killed in Deptford in shady 
circumstances over a bill or ‘the reckonynge’ in 1593.  

Born in Canterbury in 1564, three months before Shakespeare, he was a 
cobbler’s son who was bright and went to the King’s School, Canterbury 
in 1578. He gained a scholarship to Cambridge and graduated in 1584. 

Marlowe was the author of six verse tragedies including Dido, Queen 
of Carthage, Tamburlaine the Great, The Jew of Malta, Edward II, The 
Massacre at Paris and Dr Faustus, (Our founder, Edward Alleyn, made 
his name as an actor playing the male lead in all these plays). 

While earning fame as a poet at Cambridge, Marlowe was enlisted into 
Francis Walsingham’s secret service. He was sponsored by Thomas 
Walsingham, a patron of the arts and cousin to Francis Walsinham 
(Spymaster and head of what would now be MI5).

Marlowe was arrested for forgery in 1592 in Vlissengen. Was this part of 
his spying mission? What was a poet and playwright doing forging coins 
in Holland? 

Turbulent Times 
After the threat of Mary Queen of Scots had faded (she was executed in 
1587), a new danger emerged. Elizabeth, ‘Good Queen Bess’, had no heir. 
James VI of Scotland was the most likely to succeed.

Key Political Figures – The Walsinghams
Francis Walsingham 
The Spymaster who directly reported to Queen Elizabeth I. Francis foiled 
several Catholic plots against the Queen’s life, including the Babington 
Plot – or ‘beer barrel plot’. Francis was part of an Elizabethan ‘police 
state’ where torture and blackmail were commonplace. 

Thomas Walsingham 
Younger cousin to Francis Walsingham who was enlisted as a ‘diplomatic 
courier’ for the crown. i.e. as a spy! He became a patron of Marlowe’s 
during the playwright’s short career. Thomas created dual allegiances to 
both England and Scotland – a dangerous game!

Christopher Marlowe in the  
‘Corpus Christi Portrait’

Francis Walsingham, 
Spymaster

Thomas Walsingham, 
Marlowe’s patron



Marlowe’s Arrest
Marlowe was a controversial figure, who famously stated ‘They that love not tobacco and boys are 
fools’. In other words, he was most probably a homosexual. He was very likely an atheist as well, 
given the content of Dr. Faustus, who incidentally was played by our founder, Edward Alleyn. Both 
homosexuality and atheism were crimes punishable by death. Was this enough to get Marlowe 
killed, however? 
 
In 1593 a warrant for Marlowe’s arrest was sent out because libellous (atheistic) material was 
found in fellow playwright, Thomas Kyd’s, lodgings. Marlowe appeared at court on the appointed 
day, but no Privy Council was called, so he went home. Ten days later, Marlowe was dead. 

Who was with Marlowe at the time of his death?
Robert Poley Double agent. Agent provocateur
A senior figure in the spying world – a ‘special messenger’ of the crown, and in the pay of Francis 
Walsingham (later under Robert Cecil). He was involved in foiling the Babington plot.

Nicholas Skeres
A dangerous character, Skeres had been a soldier in the war effort against Spanish-held terrain 
in The Netherlands and knew how to kill a man. He was also a con man involved in murky world 
of double dealing and petty fraud. An accomplice of Ingram Frizer. It is possible he was known to 
Marlowe. 

Ingram Frizer
The man who reportedly stabbed Marlowe above the right eye. Termed as a local ‘businessman’ 
– he was in fact business advisor to Thomas Walsingham (the Spymaster’s cousin and patron of 
Marlowe). Like Marlowe, his fortunes rested with Thomas Walsingham’s. He was an accomplice of 
Skeres in his con-tricks and probably an acquaintance of Marlowe’s. It was he who invited him to 
Deptford on that fatal day. 

So…. Who Killed Kit Marlowe?
…That is for you to find out! Assume nothing. Consider everything. Watch out for red herrings. Think 
WHY would someone want to kill a poet and playwright – the talk of the town? Was it really over a 
lunch bill? Remember, the below extract is from an ‘official’ source, ones which were often altered 
to suit the needs of vested interests!



Extract from The Coroner’s Inquisition

Ingram ffrysar, late of London, Gentleman, and the aforesaid Christopher Morley, and 
Nicholas Skeres, late of London, Gentleman, and Robert Poley of London aforesaid, 
Gentleman, on the thirtieth of May in the aforesaid thirtyfifth year, at the aforesaid 
Detford Strand in the aforesaid County of Kent within the verge about the tenth hour 
before noon of the same day met together in a room in the house of a certain Eleanor 
Bull, widow; & there passed the time together & dined & after dinner were in quiet 
sort together & walked in the garden belonging to the said house until the sixth 
hour after noon of the same day & then returned from the said garden to the room 
aforesaid & there together and in company supped;

& after supper the said Ingram & Christopher Morley were in speech & uttered one 
to the other divers malicious words for the reason that they could not be at one nor 
agree about the payment of the sum of pence, that is le recknynge, there;

& the said Christopher Morley then lying upon a bed in the room where they supped, 
& moved with anger against the said Ingram ffrysar upon the words aforesaid spoken 
between them, and the said Ingram then & there sitting in the room aforesaid with his 
back towards the bed where the said Christopher Morley was then lying, sitting near 
the bed, that is, nere the bed, & with the front part of his body towards the table & the 
aforesaid Nicholas Skeres & Robert Poley sitting on either side of the said Ingram in 
such a manner that the same Ingram ffrysar in no wise could take flight;

it so befell that the said Christopher Morley on a sudden & of his malice towards 
the said Ingram aforethought, then & there maliciously drew the dagger of the said 
Ingram which was at his back, and with the same dagger the said Christopher Morley 
then & there maliciously gave the aforesaid Ingram two wounds on his head of the 
length of two inches & of the depth of a quarter of an inch;

where-upon the said Ingram, in fear of being slain, & sitting in the manner aforesaid 
between the said Nicholas Skeres & Robert Poley so that he could not in any wise get 
away, in his own defence & for the saving of his life, then & there struggled with the 
said Christopher Morley to get back from him his dagger aforesaid; in which affray the 
same Ingram could not get away from the said Christopher Morley;

& so it befell in that affray that the said Ingram, in defence of his life, with the dagger 
aforesaid to the value of 12d, gave the said Christopher then & there a mortal wound 
over his right eye of the depth of two inches & of the width of one inch; of which 
mortal wound the aforesaid Christopher Morley then & there instantly died;



Workshop 1: Reade All Aboute Yt! 
                Fact Sheet

Where
    •  Private House in Deptford Strand, belonging to a widow named Eleanor Bull,  
         who supplied food and drink for a fee.

When
    •  Wednesday, 30th May 1593. 

Who
    •  Ingram Frizer
    •  Nicholas Skeres
    •  Robert Poley
    •  Christopher Marlowe

Details/Motives

The official account
    •  The four met in the house in the morning for a discussion. They had lunch together,  
         went into the garden for a bit, and came into the room for supper at 6 o’clock. 
    •  Frizer and Marlowe argued about the bill for the food and drink.
    •  Marlowe takes Frizer’s dagger and hits him on the head with it twice, wounding him.
    •  In self defence (his claim), Frizer stabs Marlowe above his right eye (into his eye socket 
         and his brain), which kills him instantly.
    •  Later accounts claim that Marlowe’s brain came out of the wound, but these accounts are  
         seen as dramatic rather than factual.             

Other possible motives:

1) Marlowe owed money to Frizer, and Skeres was a conman so it may have been an argument over 
another debt (Marlowe was notorious for not paying his debts).

2) The whole incident had to do with the secret service, as Marlowe was a spy. All bar Frizer had 
connections to the secret service and Poley was quite a senior member. The killing was, then, an 
assassination, with stabbing in the eye a favourite method of the secret service.

3) Ingram Frizer was associated with a known atheist. The Authorities were cracking down on 
dissenters as the Spanish were ready to invade and wanted to hear reports of seditious elements 
within England that they could exploit.

4)  Also Thomas Walsingham (gent and cousin to former Spymaster Francis Walsingham) had been 
cosying up to James VI in Scotland. Elizabeth I was doddery, with no heir, and the smart money was 
on James VI. Walsingham was Marlowe’s patron, but now Marlowe was becoming a liability with 
his atheism and outspoken homosexuality. It was possible that Marlowe had to be dealt with, but in 
such a way that it was untraceable back to the ‘great’ Walsingham. Enter Poley, a proper spy.



ATROCIOUS DOUBLE MURDER
The murder report in The Times 
of yesterday as having been 
committed at Chelsea is a crime 
of no common character in the 
mode of its conception and 
execution. It was planned and 
perpetrated with consummate 
cunning and shocking barbarity, 
and the victims were a clergyman 
of more than fourscore years, and 
his housekeeper, a woman in the 
prime of life. The report already 
given connected a man named 
Walter Millar, a Scotchman by 
birth, by trade a plasterer, with 
this fearful crime, and now that 
the double murder has been 
traced out, showing that two lives 
have been sacrificed, the whole 
circumstances may be narrated.

Wednesday, May 14, 1870

Sensational,  
evocative  
headline

Paragraph 1: 
Outlines details 
of the incident. 
Notice the use 
of: sensational 
language, 
intended to 
shock and 
titillate readers; 

Victorian idiom; 
 
sets up article 
as a ‘narrative’.

Paragraph 2-4:

Notice the 
specific 
(and quite 
gruesome) 
details of:

  • The murders
  • Finding the    
     bodies.

Up to Monday last an aged 
gentleman named Huelin, said 
to be a clergyman, lived at 15, 
Paulton’s-square, King’s-road, 
Chelsea, and with him lived 
Anne Boss, a woman a little 
over 40, who had for many 
years acted as his housekeeper. 
On Monday night the house in 
Paulton’s-square was discovered 
to be insecurely fastened, and 
the police entered. The murder, 
in fact, was discovered by an 
accident, and through the prompt 
action of one man - the Henry 
Piper whose evidence was given 
yesterday.

The statement of this man was 

clear and concise. He was called 
by Millar on Wednesday night 
to remove some goods from 
Mr. Huelin’s residence, and 
on coming into the house, into 
which he was led by Millar, he 
found a young woman, or one 
who appeared to be such. He was 
taken into the kitchen to remove 
a box, and on cording it he found 
beneath it a pool of blood. The 
box beneath which the blood was 
found was opened by the police, 
and when the top was released 
from the lock it was raised by 
the pressed-in head of a woman 
who had been strangled, the rope 
being still about her neck; and 
the blood which had oozed out 



of the box had come from her 
nostrils and mouth. She had been 
doubled into the box and pressed 
down. The body was found to be 
that of the housekeeper, Ann Boss. 
This horrible discovery led to the 
very natural suspicion that the old 
man had likewise come by his 
death, and a search was at once 
commenced. 

Men were at once employed in 
turning over the ground in all 
directions, but without avail. 
The labours of the men were, 
however, in vain until yesterday 
afternoon when the terrible truth 
was discovered. A labouring 
man, who had heard of the crime, 
came to the police and informed 
them that on Monday last he was 
engaged by Millar to dig a hole 
in the premises in Wellington-
square, Millar saying that he 
wanted to lay some drain pipes 
down. The man was taken to 
point out the spot, and as soon as 
this knowledge was gained the 
work was soon completed. The 
body was found pressed down a 
hole near the drain, lying on the 
back, and the coat torn off from 
all parts but the wrist. It seemed 
as if the murdered man had been 
struck from behind with a heavy 
shovel, then strangled, if any 
life remained after the blow, and 
then dragged by the coat to the 
hole and thrust in, the garment 
thus being beneath his head. The 
man who was employed to dig 
this unhallowed grave states that 
Millar, on giving him instructions, 
made him burrow, as it were, 
beneath some paving-stones, 
saying that he did not want the 
stones disturbed, and accordingly 
the grave was actually beneath 
some paving-stones, which bore 
every trace on the surface of not 
having been moved.

It is believed that the old man’s murder was compassed first, 
and, the purpose being robbery, the housekeeper’s death was 
then considered necessary, and undertaken for security by 
the murderer or murderers; for it is believed the prisoner in 
custody had a confederate if not confederates. Of this there 
is more than a suspicion. Property belonging to the deceased 
man was found upon the prisoner.

Final paragraph:

Focuses on motive of the killer(s).



Workshop 2: True or False?
“It’s a tiresome fact of modern life that we must question everything we’re told. And I mean everything.”

Dave Gorman*

Whilst Dave Gorman, the stand-up comedian we’ve quoted above, has a serious point about 
information in the modern age, the truth is that questioning and critically assessing information 
has always been important. Perhaps the thing that is different now is how much information is 
available to us.

We all need information; it’s vital to how we navigate our way through daily life. Sometimes, though, 
people deliberately mess around with what they tell us. In 1957, for example, the BBC ran a story 
about the Swiss spaghetti harvest. It was an April Fool, just a joke, but some people believed it. 
In another food-related gag, some Burger King customers actually went ahead and ordered left-
handed Whoppers after being taken in by spoof adverts.

Whilst these two April Fool examples may be considered harmless in the grand scheme of things, 
‘post-truth’, ‘alternative facts’ and ‘fake news’ have become regular headline features since the 
election of Donald Trump as President of the United States. With this in mind, in this session we are 
going to:

• Ask whether we are more or less convinced by the suggestion that Marlowe’s death was faked  
   because of the reaction from his social circle, and
• Attempt some live critical thinking for ourselves about stories which may or may not be fake with  
   a game of True or False?

*Gorman, D. (2015) Too much information: Or: Can everyone just shut up for a moment, some of us      
  are trying to think. London: Ebury Press

Harvesting spaghetti source:  
http://newsimg.bbc.co.uk/media/images 
/40980000/jpg/_40980449_spag238.jpg 

              Left-handed Whopper source:
http://hoaxes.org/af_database/

permalink/the_left-handed_whopper 
 



Workshop 3: Code Breaking
Molistic Marlowe

Imagine that you have heard these sentences:

Kit is molistic and slatty.

Wagner is cluvious and brastic.

Valdes and Cornelius are slatty but danty.

The playwright is danty and cloovy.

Mephistophilis is blitty but cloovy.

Robin is not only sloshful but also weasy.

Even though frumsy, Ralph is sloshful.

Strungy and struffy, Adrian was a pleasure to watch.

Even though weasy, Bruno is strungy.

Asteroth is blitty but struffy.

The scholars were cluvious and not slatty.

1. Then which of the following would you be likely to hear?

____ a. Lucifer is blitty and brastic.

____ b. The angel was not only molistic but also cluvious.

____ c. Belimoth found a dog that was danty but sloshful.

2. What quality or qualities would you be looking for in a person?

____ a. blitty

____ b. weasy

____ c. sloshful

____ d. frumsy



Dame Eleanor Bull’s Dining House
Learners of a foreign language (and computers for that matter) often come across words that they 
don’t know. Sometimes you can’t do much more than guess what they mean, but more often there 
are various clues in the surrounding text that can tell you a lot about the “unknown” words. 

On the next page are some reviews of eight people’s experiences at Dame Eleanor Bull’s Dining 
House in Deptford, perhaps dating from May 1593. Even if you’ve never heard of any of the dishes 
mentioned, you should still be able to work out some things about them.

Tasks
 
1. The restaurant reviews mention the following words (all in bold in the text) that you have  
    probably never come across before:  

capon, daryole, galyntyne, gorse-weebel, polypin, rolse, scallion, stepony

Use the reviews to guess what kind of thing each word refers to: 

 o A for individual, discrete food items.
 o B for liquids, or masses of uncountably small things. 
 o C for containers or measurements. 
 

2. Name something you would find in a modern restaurant menu which would fit into type  
     A, and another one for type B. 

3. Identify the two words in the list above which would not have been associated with eating  
    or drinking in Elizabethan England.
 



Dame Eleanor Bull’s Dining House
Deptford Strand
Neighbourhood: Deptford, Kent
Category: Modest British
Reckoning: 12d
Hours: Open morning, noon and night

based on 18 reviews

Marry, a hidden gemme in an unpromising part of 
Kent. In faith thou ought partake of the scallion 
with gorse-weebel: thy stomach will be happy for a 
week. And top it off with a polypin of sweet stepony 
thereafter. 

I vouchsafe the portions at this tavern are just too big! 
I would fain have half the vittels at a cheaper price 
– they just bring out too many capon and too much 
galyntyne for me. 

I took my grandmother here and she said it was just as 
she remembered from the 1560s. But alack, the service 
was most lacking in urgency – Gammer did order four 
daryole and the wench only brought two. 

Methinks the food is too confusing; it left me full 
amazed. Whence comes it? It hap’d that I requested 
the scallion and had to send them back! In faith an ale 
house most weird, weird, and weird.

In search of a mountebank or priest to cure my pox, I 
made a most pleasant trip to Canterbury last year and 
chanc’d upon this hostelry. Verily ‘tis most excellent. 
If thou choosest the daryole, though, be sure also to 
request at least one rolse of sweet stepony – thus do 
the bibulous locals like it!

Ingram Frizer  

Blanche Bull  

Nicholas Skeres 

Henry Maunders

Lord Burghley

Food

Service

Atmosphere

Value

Food

Service

Atmosphere

Value

Food

Service

Atmosphere

Value

Food

Service

Atmosphere

Value

Food

Service

Atmosphere

Value



This place defies lechery, and the prices are most grand, 
but my purse can accommodate them, for I make up to 
1s/hour working at home in my new place in Dulwich.

Verily a poor spot for wooing. I did have a daryole and a 
rolse of galyntyne, but my paramour was so befuddled 
that she just ended up with some gorse-weebel.

The fayre was passing fair, but I would have preferred 
more gorse-weebel and fewer capon. Methinks the 
widow surpasses others in parsimony.

Edward Alleyn

Thomas 
Walsingham

Robert Poley

Fill in your answers below:

Food

Service

Atmosphere

Value

Food

Service

Atmosphere

Value

Food

Service

Atmosphere

Value

stepony scallion polypin daryole capon gorse-
weebel

galyntyne rolse

1

2

3



Extension

Choose one or two reviews and re-write below in the style of a modern, online restaurant review.



Workshop 4: Forensic Chemistry
In this session you will be using your chemical knowledge to indentify a sample of unknown 
chemical (X) which was found near Marlowe’s body shortly after his death. You will use standard 
analytical chemistry teachniques to determine results for known chemical compounds, and then 
compare these results to your unknown sample (X), to determine the identity of (X). Each labelled, 
known chemical can be linked to one of the suspects:

  •  Potassium bromide – a sedative and anticonvulsant drug. Nicholas Skeres would have had     
      access to this type of drug from his time as a soldier in the war. 
  •  Sodium chloride – common table salt. Robert Poley is known to have had fish and chips on the     
      morning of the murder – if the sample is identified as salt, could it be from him?
  •  Calcium sulphate – gypsum, or plaster of Paris. Ingram Frizer was found with traces of calcium  
      sulphate on his clothes, presumably from some local trade deal he had conducted earlier in  
      the day. 

You will have to identify the cation part of the salt X and the anion part separately, so will be working 
in a team. 

The cation part of the salt will be determined by a flame test. Metals change the colour of a flame 
when they are heated in it. Different metals give different colours to the flame, so flame tests can 
be used to identify the presence of a particular metal in a sample. This is how you would carry out a 
typical flame test:

1.  dip a clean flame test loop in the sample solution

2.  hold the flame test loop at the edge of a bunsen burner flame

3.  observe the changed colour of the flame, and decide which metal it indicates

4.  clean the loop in acid and rinse with water, then repeat steps 1 to 3 with a new sample

This test is based on the idea that different metal cations display distinct different colours when put 
in a flame.



The anion part of the salt will be determined using analytical chemical tests based on the flow 
chart below.

Both these test will be demonstrated to you and handouts of the instructions will be available  
in the labs.



RESULTS SHEET FOR CATION TESTS - FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS 

PROVIDED AND WRITE THE CORRECT COLOUR IN THE OBSERVATION BOX.

RESULTS SHEET FOR ANION TESTS - FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS 

PROVIDED AND WRITE THE CORRECT COLOUR IN THE OBSERVATION BOX.

THE IDENTITY OF CATION IN SAMPLE X IS THEREFORE:  _________________

THE IDENTITY OF ANION IN SAMPLE X IS THEREFORE:  _________________

Flame
colour

Silver nitrate

Reagent

Barium nitrate

Sodium

Chloride

Calcium

Sulfate

Potassium

Bromide

Sample X

Sample X
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