Religion and Theology @ A Level
A guide for boys
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Religion and Theology
This September, the Religion and Theology
department will offer TWO separate RS A level
qualifications - one placing more emphasis on
theology and the other concentrating on
religious and ethical philosophy.
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What does Religious Studies
at A level involve exactly?

Religion is central to world history, society and
human life. Religious Studies A level lets you study
the various philosophies and beliefs that underlie
popular religions and helps you understand the
perspectives and motivations of believers.
This course critically examines how
religion, theology and religious
philosophy play an integral part in the
thinking and day-to-day lives of a large
proportion of the world’s population.

The study of religion can also
give you a broader outlook on
life and increase your skills in
abstract thinking.

Religious Studies:
RS A Level: Philosophy and Ethics
As little children we first learnt to recognise letters, then
words and in time these took on meaning in sentences.
In our writing we first shaped letters then words and
finally entered the frightening world of joined-up writing.
The world of ideas is rather similar. We all have ideas,
opinions, prejudices and assumptions, yet it is rare that
we have linked all of our thinking together into a coherent
scheme. Philosophy attempts just such links.
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Ethical Theory
If I travelled back in time to 1909 and met an Austrian
art student called Adolf in a bar, would I be justified
in poisoning his beer, knowing as we do what he will
do? Indeed if my actions are determined in what sense
am I free? What have ethical theories such as Thomas
Aquinas’ Natural Law or Bentham and Mill’s atheistic
Utilitarianism got to say on matters of medical ethics,
business ethics, genetics, war, peace, pacifism,
the environment, and homosexuality?

Philosophy: What will we study?
Does God exist? We will examine an entire array
of ultimate questions, questions that have always
preoccupied humankind, forever… What happens to
our bodies at death? Do we exist as a disembodied
spirit within a non physical reality or do we simply
perish? Can we prove that we live in a potentially
infinite universe (where one day follows the next
forever…) or do we inhabit an actually infinite universe
where we have already reached infinity and are
trapped in it?!! How does this realisation affect us and
belief in God? Are we still responsible for our actions?
Does morality matter?

RS A Level: Theology
You will be amazed by the sheer
intellectual excitement that the study
of Christian Theology can evoke. How
was the New Testament formed and
who wrote it? Who was Jesus? What did he say? Students
will explore the life of Jews in first century Palestine and
gain a thorough understanding of the way in which the
Roman occupation affected Jewish religious life.
The content of the AS New Testament units are an ideal
counterpart to the units Developments in Christian
Theology; as well as a prominent focus on history, the
above aspects raise many existential questions that have
transcended the centuries as a part of Christian Theology
and continue to pervade the hearts and minds of many
individuals in the twenty-first century.

International Trips
The Religion and Theology department
offers the opportunity for Upper School
boys who have opted to take the subject at
A level to go on a variety of international
trips. As such, during the Upper School
years, boys taking AS/A2 Religious
Studies have the opportunity to enhance both their academic
and cultural knowledge and experience. In recent years
destinations have included, Israel, Jordan and Rome.
Conclusion
Universities like students who can reason and think in
a mature and balanced way, as does the world of work.
Religious Studies builds these skills of analysis and
debate, critical thinking and mature reflection. These
skills will be honed by challenging our thinking at every
level. The content that will produce such thoughtful and
employable students just happens to be fascinating too.
Higher Education and Career Opportunities
If students wish to go on to study the subject at
university, there is a huge range of courses available,
including Philosophy, Ethics, Theology, Biblical Studies,
World Religions and Anthropology. Other
related degrees favouring RS A Level
include History, Law, Psychology, PPE,
Medicine (Ethics route) and Education.

Why study Religious Studies
at AS or A2 level?

• If
 you want a course which will complement other
Humanities subjects.
• If you are considering studying Philosophy or Theology
at University.
• If you have not done GCSE Religious Studies but
enjoy thinking for yourself and feel attracted by the
challenges of the course.
•T
 he specification offers an academic approach to
the study of religion and is accessible to candidates
of any religious persuasion or none.
•A
 dopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach
to the study of religion.
•R
 eflect on and develop your own values, opinions
and attitudes in the light of your learning.
• If you have done GCSE Religious Studies and wish
to explore beyond the phenomena of religious
practice to probe deeper into ideas about the
spiritual realm.

For further details on either of these two AS options,
please see the Upper School Curriculum booklet.

