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Introduction  
 
This booklet explains the organisation of the post-GCSE curriculum at the College and includes 
detailed information about our courses, subject by subject, to help inform pupils and their parents 
during the process of making decisions about what to study. 

 

The Dulwich Diploma 
 

The Dulwich Diploma, introduced in 2010, articulates the holistic education that we offer to all pupils.  
While this booklet focuses on the timetabled curriculum, it is important to understand that we 
expect pupils to take part in the wide range of other opportunities provided for them at the College, 
such as in the co-curricular sphere, in service and through our Careers department. There is also an 
extensive academic programme beyond the classroom called to complement and extend the 
curriculum described here, and we encourage pupils not only to be involved in this, but to lead it as 
well.   

 

There are three component areas of the Diploma:   

 Academic study  

 Engagement beyond the Classroom  

 Preparation for life after Dulwich 
 

The Diploma looks to offer the best of A level (depth of study) with the breadth and commitment to 
learning beyond the classroom of the International Baccalaureate.  All candidates will have achieved 
GCSE English and Mathematics (or equivalents).  All candidates will be introduced to the concept of 
intellectual integrity and understand the importance of avoiding plagiarism and of referencing their 
work. All candidates should have a GCSE or equivalent in a foreign language before embarking on 
the course, or will be assisted in gaining an EAL qualification while undertaking the Diploma 
programme.   

 

Diploma certificates are awarded to pupils who have completed every element when they leave the 
College at the end of the Upper Sixth Year, and distinctions are awarded to pupils who have achieved 
success in either particular elements or overall.   

 

Academic study 
 

Core Curriculum   The Diploma requires the study of at least 3 A levels (or their Pre-U equivalents).  
All candidates will be encouraged to take the most challenging programme possible, with a view to 
gaining a place at a leading university at home or abroad.  Candidates will also follow an A level Plus 
and Liberal Studies programme. 

 

Research   Every candidate will complete a 2000 word Extended Essay. Candidates will be introduced 
to how to use the internet, the Wodehouse Library and Archives to best effect.  Those who achieve 
80% or over in their essay will be eligible for a distinction in this area. 
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Beyond the Classroom 
 

Dulwich College is committed to providing a holistic education. The Diploma will therefore 
complement the system of College Half Colours and Full Colours in requiring, and recognising, boys’ 
contributions in three areas: 

 

Activity and Creativity   The Diploma requires candidates to contribute actively to the sporting and/or 
cultural life of the College. 

 

Service   Giving something back is an important element of the Diploma. The Diploma requires 
candidates to offer one service activity within the College and wider community: for example, 
through prefect duties, mentoring, community service, CCF, Duke of Edinburgh Award, the Scouts, 
or as part of Southwark Schools’ Learning Partnership.  

 

Engagement   Diploma candidates will be strongly encouraged to make an active contribution to the 
Union, such as through membership or leadership of a society, or through journalism or creative 
writing for The Alleynian or other publications.  They will also be encouraged to take advantage of 
the opportunities that studying in London provides. 

 

The award of College Colours recognises boys’ contributions in these areas, and those who receive 
Full Colours by the completion of their Dulwich careers will be eligible for a distinction in this area. 

 

Preparation for life after Dulwich 
 

ICT Skills   All Candidates will have completed the College’s Informatics course and, in their final 
term, have an interview with the Master. 

 

Informatics During Year 12 all boys are expected to undertake the College’s Informatics training 
course. This course ensures they have the basic skills required for looking after mobile devices 
(ensuring they are up to date and backed up) as well as using them constructively in lessons. The 
course prepares them not just for using technology in lessons at the College but for life beyond. The 
Informatics course has been designed by staff at Dulwich College and is used in a number of schools 
within the UK. Once the boys have successfully completed the mobile technology component of the 
course they can use their own laptops and devices in lessons. 

 

Careers    All candidates will have taken the Careers programme in Year 11, including aptitude and 
interest testing, advice on subject choice at A level and an external Careers interview.  (New pupils 
will follow an induction programme in the Remove). Having completed this programme, candidates 
are expected to evidence significant engagement with the Careers provision, which will be recorded 
in their online Careers record.  Each candidate will be shown (through the Careers course and 
individual guidance sessions) a way of researching his potential interests, identifying relevant 
information and subsequently securing opportunities with experts in the given field.  These 
opportunities comprise work shadowing placements, shorter visits for discussions and tours, 
attendance at conferences and lectures, and visits from experts in the academic world or the 
professions.   
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Those who fulfil the criteria for a distinction in two areas by the time of the Sixth-Form Leavers’ Prize 
Giving will qualify for a Merit in the Dulwich Diploma. 

 

The timetabled academic provision is now described in more detail. 

 

The Curriculum  
 

Post-GCSE, the two years of Advanced Level study at the College are called the Remove (also known 
as Year 12) and Upper Sixth (Year 13).  All pupils choose three subjects to study (four if they are 
studying Further Mathematics) and every subject follows an A level course apart from in Greek, 
History of Art and German, where the Cambridge Pre-University (Pre-U) courses are studied.  The list 
of subjects available is shown on page 9. 

 

The A level curriculum has been reformed, and since September 2015 the examinations have moved 
from a modular to a linear assessment method with all examinations taking place at the end of the 
two-year course.  

 

Pre-U courses have been written by Cambridge International Examinations to form part of the Pre-
U Diploma.  A Pre-U subject course can be taken as an alternative to A level and these are examined 
linearly, with all examinations at the end of the final year.  At Dulwich, only Greek, German and 
History of Art follow the Pre-U courses at present.   

 

We aim to make our curricular provision as flexible as we can.  Pupils choose their subjects; we then 
design a timetable to accommodate their choices.  The range of examined subjects available at the 
College for advanced courses has evolved over the years and we are confident that we can meet the 
interests of our pupils from the wide range of challenging subjects we offer.  

 

We encourage all our prospective 16-plus pupils to respond positively to the opportunities for 
breadth in their Remove year. Barriers are there to be crossed: for example, pupils studying 
Humanities subjects may choose also to continue with Mathematics, while pupils on the Science side 
may wish to consider continuing with a Modern Foreign Language.  That said, it is not always a wise 
choice to follow a single Science in isolation and any pupil contemplating doing so ought to take 
advice before committing himself.  Further advice on subject choice follows on pages 8 and 9 of this 
booklet. 

 

A level Plus Programme 
 

We believe that there is much beyond their A level syllabuses that boys should learn and understand. 
Therefore, in addition to their chosen subjects, all pupils will follow an A level Plus programme in the 
Remove. The boys will choose two courses over one year that provides an opportunity for them to 
fire their enthusiasm, and become experts in areas that lie just beyond the reach of the normal 
curriculum. Most often, boys will take courses that complement their existing choices and deepen 
their knowledge, often to near-undergraduate level. Frequently, courses are designed to introduce 
boys to the subjects that they want to study at university and the professions they might pursue 
afterwards, providing the opportunity for boys to see how their chosen subject relates to the world 
at large. We appreciate the intellectual excitement that takes place where the traditional subjects 
overlap. Therefore, many courses are also interdisciplinary in nature, involving, for example, art, 
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literature, music and history being studied in unison. All courses will explore an area of study in more 
depth than standard A level courses and will provide opportunities for boys to participate in 
competitions, such as the Weizmann Safecracking Competition in the Engineering course, or Target 
2.0 in the Finance course. 

 

The aim of the course is also to provide boys with the opportunity to deepen their knowledge, 
discover if they really want to pursue a particular discipline beyond school and also prepares them 
well for the university application process. 

 
The Liberal Studies Programme 
 

In addition to their chosen subjects, all pupils follow a Liberal Studies programme in both the Remove 
and Upper Sixth. This course is run in conjunction with James Allen’s Girls’ School, with some lessons 
taking place at the College and others at JAGS. Boys are asked to choose courses from a wide 
selection offered by teaching staff, most lasting one half-term. The Short Courses available are 
designed to stimulate an intellectual enthusiasm for a new, and often unusual area of study; others 
to broaden awareness of particular global or topical issues; others, still, aim to develop practical or 
study skills or give the boys an opportunity to engage in community service. We hope that boys will 
gain a broader view of society and develop an intelligent, well-informed, enthusiastic response to 
the world around them.  

  

All boys new to the College whose first language is not English are required to take an English test 
before arrival.  If support is needed, boys are required to take the English as an Additional Language 
(EAL) course through the Remove year as one of their Short Courses.  This leads to the IELTS 
qualification, which a number of universities now require from EAL pupils.  Those who are fluent in 
another language are also encouraged to complete an AS and A2 level in that subject. 

 

The Lecture Programme  

As a key part of the Liberal Studies programme, visiting speakers give lectures to the whole year 
group at intervals during the year on a variety of subjects; these can range from wildlife conservation 
to blindness or from Van Gogh to a survivor’s account of a Nazi extermination camp.  These are 
intended to enrich the curriculum for every pupil, irrespective of his chosen subject combination, 
and we make good use of the proximity of central London to draw the best informed and interesting 
speakers. 

 

The Extended Essay 

On completing the Remove Year, all pupils are expected to research and write an essay of up to 2000 
words over the summer holiday.  The essay provides an exciting opportunity to practise 
independently the critical thinking skills taught through the year, but more importantly it gives boys 
the opportunity to go further academically in a direction of their choice; they can go deeper into a 
chosen subject specialism, cross boundaries with an inter-disciplinary enquiry, or study a non-school 
subject, perhaps one that they plan to read at university.  In this way, pupils practise research and 
writing, and also, in most cases, acquire knowledge and understanding that may be useful for 
discussion at an interview for higher education.  Preparation for this element of the programme 
begins in the Summer Term of the Remove, and boys prepare their essay titles and start to research 
in the period after internal examinations in June, with subject teacher support.  
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Each pupil’s essay will be assessed by a subject specialist on the teaching staff.  Subject teachers also 
offer one-to-one feedback to the pupil during the planning stage; this provides an experience similar 
to that of an undergraduate with a tutor, thus giving each pupil a flavour of work at university.  The 
teacher also advises the pupil’s Form Tutor of the result of the essay so that, where appropriate, 
reference to it can be made in the UCAS application.   

 
The essay is an exciting opportunity, and one which has benefitted pupils enormously in previous 
years; for many, it is their first taste of extended research in a subject of their choice.  Each year we 
award prizes for the best essays and publish all the essay titles and abstracts.  

 

Wellbeing 
 

At Dulwich we take a holistic approach to boys’ wellbeing and it underpins all that we do.  We believe 
it is vital to prepare boys for the future, ensuring they leave us as well-rounded, balanced individuals.  
To this end we have created a Wellbeing Programme that comprises six key strands: 

 

Physical Wellbeing, Emotional Wellbeing, Spiritual Wellbeing, Living in Community, Healthy Living 
and Preparation for the Future. 

 

Boys in the Upper School partake in a Wellbeing programme which allows time to develop self-
knowledge, encourage reflection, make healthy life choices and learn skills helpful for during their 
time at the College and in life beyond. 

 

Qualifications for entry into the Remove 
 

The Upper School provides a demanding academic curriculum that requires both intellectual ability 
and a strong work ethic.  It is therefore suitable only for boys who have both of these qualities.  A 
pupil entering the Remove to embark on advanced studies must have achieved an appropriate level 
of success at GCSE.  The standard requirement will be 14 points (where A*/9/8 = 3 points, A/7 = 2, 
and B/6 = 1, C/5 or below = 0 points).  Moreover, grades should indicate a pupil’s suitability to study 
his chosen courses; our experience is that if a pupil has not managed to gain grade A or A* (7+) at 
GCSE he will usually find advanced study in that subject difficult. 

 

In assessing the suitability of a Dulwich pupil for entry into the Remove, we shall also consider his 
general performance in the Middle School.  Poor effort grades in Years 10 and/or 11, reflecting 
unsatisfactory attitude, behaviour or application, can serve to disqualify a pupil from admission to 
the Upper School.  In the few cases where we foresee problems, the Head of Middle School will 
inform parents in good time. 

 

Notes 

(1) For 16+ applicants to enter the Remove from elsewhere in the UK, the minimum 
requirement for entry in 2011 will be 14 points at GCSE (see above) or the equivalent.  We 
look for an A grade or above in English Language, Mathematics, and in all subjects chosen 
for study at AS level. 
 

(2)  for overseas applicants there are special qualifications and procedures, as appropriate, 
details of which can be obtained from the Head of Upper School or from the Registrar. 
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The Subject Choice Process 

 
Making the right choice of subjects for A level is very important, so we hope to support pupils and parents 
well through this process, giving plenty of time for the appropriate discussions.  Final choices are not 
required until mid-February each year, but the process starts in November and will run as follows: 
 

Sept 17 Morrisby Online career profile released to boys 

11 Oct The Master’s Forum including a presentation on Careers 

Nov 17 
One-to-one interviews with Morrisby Careers Advisers and Careers programme in 
Wellbeing lessons 

Thurs 9 Nov 
Upper School Curriculum Booklet (electronic format) sent home to parents. Boys 
select which talks they want to attend on the A level Choices Evening 

Fri 17 Nov Boys informed of which talks they are attending during A level Choices Evening 

Tues 21 Nov A level Choices Evening  

Mon 4 Dec Provisional A level choices submitted (these are not binding) 

Jan 10 – Fri 19 
Jan 2018 

Mock GCSE exams 

Mon 22 Jan Assembly for Year 11 boys on A levels and A Level Plus 

A-K Wed 31 Jan 

L-Z Tues 6 Feb 
Year 11 Parents’ Evenings 

Sat 27 Jan Careers and Courses Convention 

Thurs 8 Feb Final choice deadline for A levels and A level Plus  

 
 
Choice of Subjects for Advanced Study: Advice to Pupils 
 

In nearly all cases, you are well advised to base your choices more on interest and aptitude than on 
any supposed requirements in the future. What are you going to like most and be best at? Your 
advanced level courses should interest, challenge and stretch you intellectually, while enabling you 
to acquire valuable skills for the future.  Our Careers programme through Year 11 will help you to 
focus your interests and suggest a number of subject choices.  On aptitude, if you are likely to apply 
to some of the top 30 universities, as most pupils will, then you will need either A*, A or B grades at 
A level depending on your choice of course and institution; these A level grades are not commonly 
achieved without at least A or A* grades at GCSE in the same or related subjects.  The most 
competitive universities will expect a mixture of A and A* grades at A level. 

 

 

 



 

 

10 

 

The following subjects are offered at A level and Pre U 

 

Please bear in mind the following: 

 Universities: entry to a university course may or may not be dependent on your having 
studied a particular subject, or a combination of subjects.  Do not assume: please check 
early.  Engineering (which nearly always requires Mathematics and Physics) and Medicine 
(Chemistry is essential, and usually Biology) are two notable examples of university courses 
which do make one or more subject requirements, and Economics increasingly does 
(requiring Mathematics, and Further Mathematics at a few institutions).  There are very few 
other examples; 
 

 Employers: character and potential are of great importance to graduate recruiters, but there 
are a number of professional areas and careers where it is important to have relevant degree 
course subjects. The Careers Department can advise you whether this is so in your case and, 
if it is, can help you decide how best to proceed.  In a wide range of fields of employment, 
Mathematics and Languages, in particular, are highly rated; 

 

Please note too that: 

 the availability of any chosen subject, or subject combination, will depend on pupil demand, 
on staff availability and on time-tabling contingencies.  Most choices can be met however.  
In rare circumstances, sets for very few pupils may not be viable for timetabled teaching and 
are thus unlikely to run; 

 

 all subjects in the Remove year will normally have the same period allocation – five periods 
per week – except for A level Plus programme which has three periods over a fortnight and 
Liberal Studies which has one period a week. 

 

As part of the subject choice process, each pupil in Year 11 will have an interview with an external 
Careers advisor.  This interview will take place after pupils have received their Morrisby Online 
Careers profile, which will suggest possible subjects to consider at A level. Soon after the A level 
Choices Evening, we will ask for preliminary choices; these are not binding, but allow the College to 
plan resources. GCSE Mock examinations will take place at the start of the Lent term, and Parents’ 
Evenings then follow at the end of January, where likely GCSE grades and subject choices are also 
discussed with teachers.  The Careers and Courses Convention in late January then provides an 
opportunity for boys and parents to meet university representatives, employers and Heads of 
Subject.  The deadline for final choices will be Thursday 8 February.   

 

 

Ancient History French Latin 

Art and Design Geography Mathematics  

Biology German Music 

Chemistry Classical Greek Philosophy 

Computing Science Government & Politics Physical Education 

Design & Technology History Physics 

Drama & Theatre Studies History of Art Religion & Theology 

Economics Italian Spanish 

English   
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Every pupil should of course think about his choices very carefully before making a final decision, 
seeking advice from Heads of Subject, and the Careers and UCAS teams at the College.  Decision-
making is not easy in many cases each year, but the more carefully you can consider the information 
and advice in this booklet, and the earlier the decision-making process begins, the more likely you 
are to enjoy advanced studies at the College.  In addition, we recommend the Russell Group guide 
to subject choice ‘Informed Choices’ which can be found at 
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/informed-choices/ 
 

Subject teachers, Form Tutors, Heads of Year, or any senior members of staff are happy to be 
contacted directly if you would like to talk through any particular issues, so please do take up this 
opportunity either within, or outside of, the programme of events for this purpose.   

 

D A P King 
Deputy Master Academic 
November 2017 

http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/informed-choices/
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Structure of the Timetable 
 
The College has five, 55 minute lessons a day, and operates on a two-week timetable. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

There are 50 timetabled lessons per fortnight and these are allocated as follows: 
 

     
Remove (Year 12) & Sixth From (Year 13) 

Subject Option 1 (10) 

Subject Option 2 (10) 

Subject Option 3 (10) 

Further Mathematics (6)*  

A level Plus (3) 

Liberal Studies (2) 

Games (2) 

Private Study (5)*/(11)** 

Form Tutor Period (2) 

[50] 

 
 
 

**If not studying Further Maths, the extra periods will go to Private Study. 

Registration 0830 – 0850 
Period 1 0855 – 0950 
Period 2 0955 – 1050 
Break 1050 – 1120 
Period 3 1120 – 1215 
Period 4 1220 – 1315 
Lunch 1315 – 1440 
Period 5 1440 – 1540 
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Ancient History 
(OCR) 

 
Ancient History aims to teach us about the origins of western civilization itself, the origins of our 
own society, its politics and culture. The topics studied explore the greatest historical periods of 
the ancient world including the Persian invasion of Greece and the series of great battles fought 
at Thermopylae and Marathon; the emperor Augustus’ transformation of the Roman empire 
into one of the world’s great civilizations; the first democratic state in Athens in the 5th century 
BC and the changing face of the Roman empire from the death of Augustus until the accession 
of Trajan.  

  

Candidates require no previous knowledge of the ancient world, but an enthusiasm for research, 
analysis and argument is essential. We focus on the peculiarities of handling ancient sources, 
whether these are written texts, coins, inscriptions, architecture or pieces of art. We marry this 
with a need to be more synoptic and to connect our understanding of different periods of history 
in essays and analysis.  

  

The course is divided into two parts, each containing a period study and a depth study. Each 

paper makes up 50% of the final mark at A level. There is no coursework option in Ancient 
History. The topics currently studied are as follows:  

  

Greek History: Athens and the Greek World  

Period Study: ‘Relations between Greek states and between Greek states and non-Greek states, 
492-404 BC’ 

Depth Study: ‘The Politics and Culture of Athens, c.460-399 BC’ 

A 150-minute paper comprises four questions, including two essays and two source-analysis 
questions.  

  

Roman History: The Eleven Caesars 

Period Study: ‘The Julio-Claudian Emperors, 31 BC- AD 96’’ 

Depth Study: ‘The Flavian, AD 69-96’ 

A 150-minute paper comprises four questions, including two essays and two source-analysis 
questions.  

  

Ancient History students visit the British Museum and use the resources there to help with their 

studies. There is an expedition open to Upper School students every year to the 
Mediterranean (in October 2017 we will be visiting Italy).  

  

Dr J-M Hulls  
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Art and Design  
(AQA)  

We live in a culture which thrives on ideas and if boys are curious about the fabric of our 
environment, Art will inspire them to experiment and share their ideas through an ever-evolving 
visual language.  Essential for aspiring architects and potential Art College applicants, one of the key 
aspects of the course is encouraging pupils to form opinions about the visual world and to express 
those opinions in a highly personal and well-considered way, and to this end the course is equally 
suited to most purely academic university pathways.  The lessons are largely practical and studio-
based, although there is a written element which runs through each unit of work, including an 
extended essay which relates to the pupils’ emerging art practice. 

 

The unendorsed course gives our pupils the opportunity to explore a wide range of two and three 
dimensional disciplines, which can include painting and drawing, printmaking, sculpture, alternative 
media, installation, photography, film and video, in any combination.  The course is punctuated with 
a series of ‘break-out’ exhibitions which operate in transient spaces, challenging the pupils to 
problem-solve, be flexible and take-risks; pupils exhibit their work no less than four times over the 
course duration.  

 

Component 1 (60% of the final grade) 

In the first year, pupils are required to conduct a practical investigation into an idea, issue, concept 
or theme, supported by research and written analysis.  Through studio workshops and gallery visits, 
the focus of the investigation must be identified independently by the pupil through the creative 
process and must lead to a finished outcome or a series of related finished outcomes.  This in-depth 
study will demonstrate the pupil’s ability to construct and develop a sustained line of reasoning form 
an initial starting point to a final realisation.  It will include evidence of the pupil’s ability to research 
and develop ideas and relate their work in meaningful ways to relevant critical/contextual material.  
In the second-year, pupils are expected to demonstrate a greater depth of personal study.  This might 
be achieved by, for example, in a greater specialisation in a particular medium or process or in an 
extended development of particular themes, ideas, concepts or issues.  Further theoretical research 
is introduced with an increasing requirement to demonstrate understanding through integrated 
practical and written forms through a more rigorous exploration of inter-disciplinary or 
multi=disciplinary approaches.   

 

Component 2 – Externally Set Assignment (40% of the final grade) 

The externally set assignment, which begins in February 2019, comprises a choice of eight starting 
points from which pupils are required to select only one.  Following a six-week period of 
investigations, research and media experiments, pupils complete 15 hours of unaided, supervised 
time to produce a finished outcome or a series of related finished outcomes, informed by their 
preparatory work.   

 

Both components are assessed against all four objectives. 

 

There is no restriction on the scale of work produced.  Pupils carefully select, organise and present 
work to ensure that they provide evidence which meets the requirements of all four assessment 
objectives which are given equal weighting.  
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Those are (briefly): 

 Developing a range of ideas from a given starting point 

 Experimentation which a wide range of materials and approaches 

 Recording observation 

 Presenting a personal and well-informed response 

 

The Art Department supports the idea that while many of our pupils will take their studies further at 
either Art College, University or Architecture School, we want our pupils to use the subject to learn 
skills that are transferable across a wide range of professions, to make them ready in an ever-
changing world, to prepare them to challenge, adapt and to be prepared to never stop learning.  The 
A level course will help equip boys with the making and independent skills needed for future careers.  

 

Ms M J Doherty  
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Biology 
(AQA) 

 

A level Biology is a demanding course that tries to develop the intellectual and practical abilities 
needed to understand the biological and medical sciences as they exist today.  It suits boys who are 
able to rapidly assimilate large volumes of factual information and who are both self-disciplined and 
organised with a genuine interest in the subject. 

 

As to the content of the course, we extend the predominately traditional topics met at GCSE as well 
as introducing some which are new at A level. The course encompasses the whole of the biological 
spectrum, from the molecular and the sub-cellular to the behavioural and the ecological. Practical 
work is at the core of the A level Biology course. Over the two years boys will carry out a large number 
of practical activities and a minimum of 15% of questions in the examinations will be on practical 
work. There is no coursework. At the end of the two year course boys will sit three written papers, 
each of two hours duration. There are no external examinations at the end of the first year of study. 

 

One feature common to all science A levels is a continuation of the study of the methodology of 
science and its wider role in society. This “How Science Works” aspect is introduced at GCSE. It is 
incorporated into the teaching of the factual content and is an integral component of the course. 

 

The Remove year extends the basics of cell function and structure below the ‘thousandth of a 
millimetre’ scale which seems to set a limit at GCSE. The effects of lifestyle and diet on health are 
explored as well as several pathological conditions and their related biology.  Later we consider the 
essentials of genetics both at the cellular and the population level and this is followed by a study of 
the processes of breathing, circulation and the supply of nutrients in both plants and animals. Also 
in the Remove year we begin to study ecology. 

 

In the second year we extend the ecological work begun the previous year and then move on to the 
biochemistry of photosynthesis and respiration. We also study neurobiology and the functioning of 
muscle, homeostasis, exemplified by the oestrous cycle and the control of blood sugar, and a detailed 
look at the process of gene expression and protein synthesis.  Microbial biology, including aspects of 
disease and Biotechnology will be extended in the second year to make the deeper links with 
respiration and cell chemistry. 

 

A level Biology is essential for potential medics, dentists and veterinary scientists and many of our A 
level students apply for these subjects at university. This said, we also get a number of boys studying 
A level each year who simply enjoyed the subject at GCSE and who do not wish to study it beyond 
the A level.  Being a science, A level Biology is considered to be one of the more academically rigorous 
subjects and therefore, regardless of future intentions, it is an excellent subject to offer prospective 
employers and places of further education. 

 

Dr P J Cue 
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Chemistry  
(Edexcel) 

 

Chemistry offers a unique opportunity amongst the sciences to blend clear-cut situations (which lend 
themselves to mathematical treatments), with more complex and subtle phenomena which require 
experience and a ‘feel’ for the subject.  It therefore requires pupils to understand the significance of 
numbers, and then express this understanding in words – an immensely transferrable skill that is 
increasingly valuable in all walks of life. 

 

It is an exciting (but highly academic) course which aims to stimulate pupils’ interest and 
understanding of Chemistry by providing a satisfying blend of the abstract and the practical.  Pupils 
are able to build on the strong foundation laid by the IGCSE Chemistry course, and there is a large 
body of facts which must be learnt with precision. However, there is also the opportunity for 
understanding and applying chemical concepts, as well as the chance to discover how Chemistry can 
be of use in the wider world.  In most cases, the topics studied are extensions of ideas first 
encountered at IGCSE, but more attention is now given to the properties and behaviour of transition 
metals and organic compounds. 

 

Practical skills are developed through a wide-ranging series of exercises which are co-ordinated with 
the teaching of the relevant theory. Experience at the bench helps to make learning of theoretical 
facts more memorable.  There is no practical examination or continuous assessment. Instead, a range 
of compulsory Core Practical tasks is completed throughout the course which aim to develop 
students’ practical competence and ability to master important chemical techniques. ‘Science 
Practical Endorsement’ is then awarded. Detailed knowledge of these Core Practical tasks will be 
tested during the written examination papers at the end of the course. 

 

The Chemistry Department offers the Edexcel syllabus, which provides an ideal foundation for 
further study at university. The specification is however ‘complete in itself’, and it is therefore very 
suitable for pupils who intend to follow careers in Engineering or Medicine.  It is also appropriate for 
the increasingly large number of boys who study Chemistry to provide a contrast within a 
humanities-based curriculum.  

 

A level Chemistry is assessed via internal End-of-Year examinations at the end of Year 12, and public 
examinations which will be taken at the end of Year 13. The topics studied in Year 12 are: Atomic 
Structure and the Periodic Table, Structure and Bonding, Redox, Inorganic Chemistry, Formulae, 
Equations and Amounts of Substance, and finally, introductions to: Organic Chemistry, Modern 
Analytical Techniques, Energetics, Kinetics and Equilibria.  In Year 13, many of these topics are 
extended, and include: Further Equilibria, Energetics, Redox, Kinetics, Organic Chemistry and 
Modern Analytical Techniques. In addition, new topics introduced such as: Acid-Base Equilibria, 
Organic Synthesis and Transition Metal Chemistry. Three written examinations are taken at the end 
of the year, which will test all the material covered in Years 12 and 13, and lead to the award of A 
Level Chemistry.  

 

Miss L V A Rand 
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Computer Science 
(OCR) 

Computer Science teaches you how to solve problems in the real world using technology. It is a core 
discipline in itself, but has an extremely broad application to a number of industries such as finance, 
entertainment, medicine, communications, management, consulting, sport and manufacturing. The 
skills you will learn can be transferred to many disciplines and will be of great benefit in other degree 
courses such as engineering, physics, mathematics or any type of business or design course to name 
a few. 

When taking Computer Science you will learn how not only how to program in a variety of languages, 
but also how computers work and how they communicate with each other. You will learn about the 
process of writing software and how to develop an idea into a working application for different 
devices and markets. You will have the chance to design your own software using whatever 
languages and techniques you wish. This is an opportunity to be truly creative and many of these 
projects have gone on to be released on a commercial basis.   Computer Science will be invaluable 
for all students ranging from those who are determined to release their own software and make a 
“dent in the universe” as Steve Jobs wrote, to anyone interested in technology and its effects on our 
world today. 

Computer Science will develop your problem solving skills, allow you to make a positive contribution 
in a very wide range of fields even if computing is not your main career choice and enable you to use 
your creativity to construct elegant solutions to real-world problems. Furthermore, the skills 
Computer Science teaches such as computational thinking, logic and problem solving are highly 
regarded by universities and employers and will provide a gateway to numerous, highly lucrative 
career paths. 

The course consists of the following components. 

A Level OCR Computer Science 

Component 
01 

 Software Development 

 Exchanging Data 

 Data types, data structures and 
algorithms 

 Characteristics of contemporary 
processors 

 Legal, moral, cultural and ethical 
issues 

 

40% of total A 
Level 

Component 
02 

 Computational Thinking 

 Problem solving and programming 

 Algorithms to solve problems and 
standard algorithms 

40% of total A 
Level 

Component 
03 

 A coursework project of your own 
choosing. Most projects revolve 
around creating a game and 
demonstrate the following phases 

20% of total A 
Level 
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of the system development 
lifecycle. 

 Analysis of the problem 

 Design of the solution 

 Development of the solution 

 Evaluation 

Programming languages 

No prior experience of programming or knowledge of a particular programming language is needed 
for the A Level course. Over the two-year course, you will learn HTML, CSS, JavaScript, Visual Basic 
and Python with the PyGame library. The course is designed to teach the principles of programming 
which remain applicable to any programming language.  

Further opportunities for other languages and experience of different platforms are offered through 
the Programming Club with robotics, encryption, Raspberry Pi and computational thinking 
competitions entered throughout the year. 

The future for computing in today’s society holds almost limitless opportunities and it is impossible 
to predict exactly where it will lead. Computer Science will provide an insight into the issues, a chance 
to become involved now and an opportunity to learn the skills required to make a significant 
contribution in the future. 

Mr J D Cartwright  
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Design and Technology – Product Design  
(AQA)  

 

Design and Technology gives pupils the opportunity to further develop their knowledge and understanding 
of the constructed environment.  The course utilises the skills associated with science, mathematics, 
engineering and art and enables students to see the links between these important subjects. Students will 
be encouraged to make high quality, bespoke products for a variety of clients. They will understand the fine 
balance between form and function and how consumer demand affects commerce, industry and 
employment.  Students will study a diverse course that is academically challenging whilst mentally 
stimulating; using and manipulating many different traditional and modern materials, developing advanced 
drawing skills and producing original designs.  This is delivered in an atmosphere of understanding the ever-
changing nature of technology and produces students capable of tackling new design and manufacturing 
challenges for the 21st century.   

 

The course is a fantastic stepping stone for boys who are interested in pursuing university courses or careers 
in architecture, many types of engineering, product design, graphic design, project management, surveying, 
manufacturing and construction. It would also suit those wanting to start their own business at some point 
in the future.  

 

The department is committed to enabling boys to discover and enjoy design beyond the curriculum and we 
run thriving clubs, through which boys can take part in trips (both at home and abroad) and talks to support 
their learning and take part in discussion groups looking at a diverse range of topics. The practical 
coursework element is included in an end of year Design Show held by the department to showcase the boys 
work.   

 

Coursework: Practical application of technical principles through portfolio 50% of final mark 

 

Y12 begins with a focus on designing real products for real clients. The pupils are given a live brief where 
they have to work closely with a client and local jewellery store to research, design, prototype and 
manufacture a run of four identical pieces of jewellery that will be sold on the high street in time for 
Christmas. This project focuses on many of their fine making skills with the aid of masterclasses from award 
winning jewellery makers and challenges the pupils to produce a quality product that is nothing less than 
professional. The Lent term turns their focus to sustainable furniture made from industrial corrugated board. 
In this project, they work closely with a national cardboard manufacturer to make a flat pack project that 
can slot together in seconds. It develops the students CAD and CAM skills and asks them to consider not just 
the structural integrity of the product but also the packaging and marketing as well. Later in the year the 
students start their coursework and are given the opportunity to apply the skills they have acquired to help 
design and make a product of their own choice. They need to adopt a commercial design approach to their 
work, reflecting how professional designers deal with a design problem and its resolution. The product 
should provide opportunities for a client or user group to have an input into the decision making process. 
Sustainable design and the impact their product will have on the environment are key features of this unit. 
Students will make their chosen product and support it with a portfolio of appropriate design drawings and 
other evidence. The product should be complete and expertly made. It is important that all stages of the 
manufacture are photographed.   

 

Theory Paper 1: Technical principles 30% of final mark 

Theory Paper 2: Designing and Making 20% of final mark 
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From the beginning of Y12 the pupils have a weekly lesson for each of the theory papers and build on existing 
knowledge in a range of topics that include design, engineering manufacture and sustainability.  This greater 
understanding is underpinned by practical explorations through class activities which demonstrate real life 
uses for some of the more theoretical elements of the subject. Students will also develop their knowledge 
and understanding of a range of modern design and manufacturing practices and contemporary design 
issues. They develop a good working knowledge of ICT systems and control technology in the design and 
manufacture of products. They must also be aware of the important contributions of designers from the 
past. Students advance their awareness of sustainable product design and the impact technological activities 
have on the environment.  

 

Mr J Humphrey 
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Drama & Theatre Studies 
(AQA) 

  

Having an idea, thinking it through and lending it creative shape and form is at the heart of all activity 
in the Edward Alleyn Theatre.  

 

Drama and Theatre is an exciting and demanding course teaching boys acting, directing, technical 
skills and other aspects of dramatic production through practice.  You need to be bold, fearless, and 
to an independent thinker. 

 

A keen sense of play, relishing sharing of ideas, and working energetically within an ensemble to 
create ambitious original work of the highest dramatic order are key attributes of Drama and Theatre 
Studies students. 

 

At the core of the course is the rich programme of  visits to the best Live Theatre London has to offer, 
from the conventional to the avant-garde; going to the theatre allows you to make a personal 
response to often challenging material. 

 

Developing an informed and critical response to Live Theatre and confronting historical, social and 
cultural themes through drama provides a rich frame of reference for boys to make connections with 
their other subjects and interests.  Students will attend around a dozen theatre performances 
throughout the course; tickets for plays studies on the course are subsidised by the College.  The 
choice of plays to be visited reflects our desire to challenge students’ expectations of theatre. 

 

Over the two years students will be engaged in: 

 

Component 1 – Interpreting Drama & Theatre  40%  Written Examination 

 Knowledge and Understanding of Drama and Theatre 

 Study of prescribed plays which includes Sophocles’ Antigone, Ibsen’s Hedda Gabler, Jez 
Butterworth’s Jerusalem, Tennessee Williams’ Glass Menagerie, Timberlake Wertenbaker’s 
Our Country’s Good 

 Analysis and evaluation of the work of Live Theatre makers 
 

Component 2 – Creating Original Drama  30%  Practical Coursework  

 Creative and performing a price of Original Devised Drama influenced by the work and 
methodologies of an influential theatre practitioner, eg, Kneehigh, Headlong, Complicité, 
Frantic Assembly. 
Research and application of ideas in a written working notebook forms part of this practical 
coursework. 

 

Component 3 – Making Theatre  30%  Practical Coursework 

 Practical exploration and interpretation of extracts from a range of plays chosen by the 
student.  These will be presented in the form of a monologue and duologue with the final 
assessed piece being an ensemble presentation staged for a public audience. Again 
presentation of extracts will be fuelled by an influential theatre practitioner eg Steven 
Berkoff, Bertolt Brecht, Antonin Artaud, Katie Mitchell. 
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A reflective report with analysis and evaluation of theatrical interpretation of the extracts 
forms part of this practical coursework.  
 

The second year follows on naturally from the first year, but will become more sophisticated; 
connections are made between theory and practice, demonstrated through a range of forms, genres 
and performance styles.  Wider experience of professional theatre will offer a more eclectic frame 
of reference.  

 

We will look for a more advanced level of performance, design and production skills, with a clear 
idea about the potential effectiveness of your work for an audience.  The ability to think 
independently, make judgements and refine your work in the light of research is key. Making your 
dramatic intentions clear to enhance the theatrical effectiveness of your work is the goal. 

 

Drama & Theatre pupils regularly collaborate with girls from JAGS for rehearsed play-readings and 
theatre trips and sometimes we combine with the drama departments of all three Foundation 
Schools for specialist workshops from visiting theatre professionals. 

 

Many boys go on to follow Drama & Theatre Studies courses at university, perhaps combining their 
interest within a joint degree.  Pupils also embark on drama school and specialist technical theatre 
courses. 

 

The AQA course is recognised by all universities including Oxford and Cambridge, as a demanding 
and exacting examination.  Past students of Theatre Studies are currently on a wide range of courses 
at all the top universities including Oxbridge, Durham, Glasgow, Edinburgh, and the Russell Group 
universities.  OAs who studied at Advanced level are also currently furthering their vocational training 
in acting, directing, and technical theatre at RADA, LAMDA, Guildhall, Bristol Old Vic, Birkbeck and 
Royal Central School of Speech and Drama. Boys are working widely in the industry and are 
outstanding practitioners in their own right. 

 

Our results are outstanding.  In 2016-17, every boy at A Level was awarded full marks for practical 
demonstration of skill, and the work of Dulwich boys is regularly used for standardisation by the 
exam board for being of the highest dramatic order. 

 

The course is being taught by a team of specialist theatre practitioners and teachers including 
Kathryn Norton-Smith, Peter Jolly, Emma Prendergast and Victoria Arter-Furlong. Our current Dancer 
in Residence, Laban trained Catherine Ibbotson, also contributes to practical work and development 
of movement skills.  They will be happy to answer any further questions about the course. 

 

Mrs K Norton-Smith 
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Economics 
(AQA) 

 

“People of the same trade seldom meet together, even for merriment and diversion, but the 
conversation ends in a conspiracy against the public, or in some contrivance to raise prices.” (Adam 
Smith) 

 

“The social responsibility of business is to increase its profits.” (Milton Friedman) 

 

Economics is a social science: social, in its study of the behaviour of people, and a science in terms 
of its analytical approach to model-building. One of the fundamental problems facing all societies is 
the issue of how human and physical resources are used to produce the goods and services we need 
for survival, comfort and fulfilment.   Economics studies the creation and distribution of wealth. The 
emphasis on creating wealth often leads to economics being regarded as a right-wing subject, yet its 
perspective on the distribution of wealth can imply it is left-wing!  In fact, a good economist strives 
to be politically neutral and to use analytical models to offer insight - if not definitive answers - to 
crucially important matters such as trade and globalisation, the extent of government influence on 
our lives, and the impact of climate change on economies and the people living in them.  

  

In both years, students study the two main areas of economic theory: macroeconomics and 
microeconomics. Macroeconomics is concerned with how economies operate on a large scale, and 
how the government and the central bank can attempt to correct economic problems. In 
microeconomics, we evaluate the importance of markets in allocating resources, and what happens 
when free market systems are allowed to exacerbate problems such as inequality, monopoly power 
and pollution.  After the first year you will be able not only to understand the issues which politicians 
are discussing in the news, but also to critically evaluate the arguments they put forward to justify 
their actions (or inaction!). Students will sit two internal exams (microeconomics and 
macroeconomics) at the end of the first year. A predicted grade, which must be submitted as part of 
a university application, will be based on the outcome of these exams.   

  

Year 2 Economics builds on the core knowledge from year 1 to examine issues in greater detail. 
Theoretical models are expanded and essay-writing skills are developed. Both microeconomic and 
macroeconomic issues are considered within European and Global contexts and the course provides 
the opportunity to study relevant topical issues. The A level exams comprise 3 papers with data 
response questions, multiple choice questions and essays. Writing skills combined with the ability to 
think logically and precisely become more important as the course goes on; informed pupils will learn 
to debate issues and to ‘think like an economist’. 

 

There is no coursework at for Economics A level. 

  

The Economics department uses regular essays, tests, group projects and assignments to monitor 
and help pupils to fulfil their potential. Successful pupils must be willing to keep up to date with 
current affairs and economic news through quality newspapers such as The Economist, and online 
resources. A degree of independent study is required.  A high proportion of A level pupils of 
Economics go on to study a related subject at university; regardless, Economics offers an excellent 
intellectual grounding for a wide range of courses in higher education.   The department runs the 
Economics Society, with visiting speakers throughout the year, and publishes an annual journal of 
student work called the Political Economy Review.  In addition, the department organises trips to the 
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City of London as well as visits to lectures at the London School of Economics and other public events.  
Students also have the opportunity to compete in various competitions, such as the inter-school 
Interest Rate Challenge, Young Enterprise, the ICAEW BASE Business Skills competition and the IFS 
Student Investor Challenge, a national competition open to all pupils who wish to try their luck on 
the stock exchange.  

 
Details of the AQA A level Economics course can be viewed at  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/economics/as-and-A level/economics-7135-7136 

 

Mr N K M Fyfe 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/economics/as-and-a-level/economics-7135-7136
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English  
(OCR) 

 

Introduction 

Students who deify logical certainty, who bask in a private world of strict formulae, will enter the 
troubled realm of literary criticism at their peril.  English is not for the brain which demands right 
answers, but for the risk-takers who deal in ideas and independence of thought.  Literature, at its 
heart, reveals something of the mystery of the human condition; our existence is dependent on 
words and on a new generation to analyse and refashion them.  There is no greater reason and 
necessity for the study of English. 

 

Overview, Teaching Approach & Higher Education Opportunities 

A Level English Literature – a popular subject developing the skills, knowledge and understanding 
acquired at GCSE – is designed to encourage wide reading and detailed research.  The course is 
rewarding in its own right and, for some pupils, will form a basis for specialist work at degree level. 

 

The principal aim of the two-year course rests in students exploring literature from different cultural 
periods and emerging as confident, subtle analysts.  The core focus therefore consists of eight texts, 
representing the three significant genres of poetry, prose and drama, ranging from established 
classics to contemporary writing.  20% of the full A level is devoted to coursework, ensuring that all 
pupils can benefit from a pluralistic approach to assessment and from a variety of study techniques.  
Naturally, there will be considerable scope for charismatic readers to consider literature beyond the 
boundaries of the syllabus and to be supported in their acquaintance with authors of specific 
personal interest. 

 

The greater proportion of the two years involves seminar-type discussion based on the set texts, 
related works, critical technique and the chronology of literature through the last six centuries.  
Students are taught by two members of staff who divide up the syllabus content according to areas 
of expertise and fields of research.  Some lessons will be pupil-centred in structure, with ‘pair’ and 
‘group’ work employed strategically to enhance formal discussion, and as the basis for essay 
preparation. 

 

A Level English Literature is a splendid foundation for every Arts and Humanities degree course in 
Higher Education.  It is universally regarded as a rigorous academic discipline of special worth for 
those interested in careers as disparate as journalism, teaching, politics, public relations and 
accountancy. 

 

Further English  

The Further English course taught by two members of the English Department is a series of off-
timetable lessons, normally two per week which are offered to all boys wishing to study English at 
university.  The course is designed to supplement A Level English Literature studies by introducing 
canonical texts and contexts (historical, literary and theoretical) which might not otherwise by 
taught, and will cover representative prose, poetry and drama from seven important literary periods. 

 

The aim of the course therefore is to encourage a love of literature beyond the syllabus and to promote 
an awareness of a more comprehensive range of genres and voices from Chaucer up to the present 
day.  The weekly sessions will aim to develop strong skills in practical criticism in which new 
terminology and genre-specific ideas will be introduced; in other words, the Further English Course 
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will provide a comprehensive tool-kit of knowledge and techniques through which to approach 
literature in whichever style or time.  Pupils who will be applying to Oxford will be given specialist 
advice in preparation for the ELAT procedure, but all boys will be offered help and support in their 
university decision-making.  The present course introduces pupils to the wider work of writers who 
include Chaucer, Shakespeare, Donne, Milton, Swift, Austen, Keats, Tennyson, Hopkins, Ibsen, Woolf, 
T. S. Eliot and Pynchon. 

 
The Literary Society  

There is a flourishing Literary Society (LitSoc), run by staff, which convenes regularly through the 
year.  A lively and varied programme of readings and talks is given by visiting writers and academics, 
boys, staff and OAs in the Arts.  Other regular activities include papers given by pupils, creative 
writing sessions, and enrichment activities on key examination texts and periods.  The department 
takes full advantage of our proximity to London and to other cultural centres, arranging theatre visits 
to support the taught curriculum. 

 

A Level Course Summary (OCR) 

Unit 1 Shakespeare 

Drama pre-1900 

Poetry pre-1900 

Written Paper 

2.5 Hours 

 

40% 

 

Unit 2 Comparative & 
Contextual Study 

 

Written Paper 

2.5 Hours 

 

40% 

 

Unit 3  Literature post-1900 Internally Assessed 20% 

 

Sample Text Framework 

Unit 1 

(closed text) 

Hamlet – William Shakespeare 

A Doll's House – Henrik Ibsen 

Selected Poems – Christina Rossetti 

Unit 2 

(closed text) 

The Bloody Chamber and Other Stories – Angela Carter 

Outer Dark – Cormac McCarthy 

Contextual Anthology: The Gothic 

Unit 3 

(coursework) 

A Streetcar Named Desire – Tennessee Williams 

Ariel – Sylvia Plath 

Never Let Me Go – Kazuo Ishiguro 

 

Preparatory Work 

Over the summer holiday, you will be expected to familiarise yourself with the course details and to read 
the texts published in the department’s Summer Reading List.  While there is no necessity to undertake 
further preliminary work, you might wish to investigate one or two of these modern classics: 

 
Novels Plays 

A Passage to India – E.M. Forster American Buffalo – David Mamet 

Blood Meridian – Cormac McCarthy Miss Julie – August Strindberg 

Dubliners – James Joyce The Caretaker – Harold Pinter 

Brighton Rock – Graham Greene Equus – Peter Shaffer 
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Changing Places – David Lodge Uncle Vanya – Anton Chekhov 

To the Lighthouse – Virginia Woolf Jitney – August Wilson 

Falling Man – Don DeLillo All My Sons – Arthur Miller 

The Shipping News – Annie Proulx 4.48 Psychosis – Sarah Kane 

Cloud Atlas – David Mitchell The Deep Blue Sea – Terence Rattigan 

 

 

Mr R W Fisher 
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Geography 
(CIE - Cambridge International Examination - AS & A Level) 

 

Geography is concerned with the world around us. It examines where things are, why they are there 
and how they have developed and are changing. The Cambridge International A Level is a global, 
modern and engaging specification, which covers elements of traditional Geography, as well as 
relevant contemporary issues and challenges. The course is split into Physical and Human Geography, 
but there is also emphasis on the interaction between these two spheres.   

 

AS Level 

At AS level the course is weighted 50:50 in terms of Physical and Human Geography. It is examined 
with two papers: 

 

Paper 1 (1.5 hours, 50% of marks at AS, 25% of marks overall for A2):  

Core Physical Geography: 

 Hydrology and Fluvial Geomorphology (Rivers). 

 Atmosphere, Weather and Global Warming. 

 Tectonics, Rocks and Weathering. 

 

Paper 2 (1.5 hours, 50% of marks at AS, 25% of marks overall for A2):  

Core Human Geography: 

 Population & Resources. 

 Migration & Conflict. 

 Settlement Dynamics. 

 

Pupils will have to answer structured short answer questions, which will involve data response from 
stimulus material such as maps, graphs, photographs and diagrams, as well as the application of 
knowledge and case studies.  The second part of each paper will require pupils to demonstrate 
extended writing for both Physical and Human Geography with a choice of longer answer guided essay 
questions on the core topics above.  

 

A2 Level 

The A2 course is divided into 2 papers:  

 

Paper 3 – Advanced Physical Geography Options (1.5 hours, 25% of overall A level):  

Pupils will study and answer two questions from the following four modules: 

 Tropical environments. 

 Coastal environments. 

 Hazardous environments. 

 Arid and semi-arid environments. 

 

Paper 3 – Advanced Human Geography Options (1.5 hours, 25% of overall A level):  

Pupils will study and answer two questions from the following four modules: 

 Production, location and change. 
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 Environmental management (Energy and sustainable resource use). 

 Global interdependence (World trade and development). 

 Economic transition. 

 

Coursework 

There is no coursework in A Level Geography. 

 

Fieldwork 

To enhance AS level subject knowledge and as a requirement of the examination awarding body, 
pupils will take part in one compulsory field trip. In the Remove, students partake in a four day 
residential field work course to Dorset. This fieldtrip is usually scheduled to take place towards the 
end of Lent term, in March 2017.  This field trip is paid for by the Geography Department. 

 

Miss J K Woolley 
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Classical Greek 
(Pre-U) 

 

The study of classical languages gives us a deep insight into some of the greatest texts that Western 
culture has produced and into the origins or our own literary and intellectual culture. Some of the 
texts studied in this course also form a part of A level English syllabuses and the course is designed 
to have a genuine relevance to the modern intellectual world. The pre-U is a robust and exciting 
qualification that allows candidates to stand out in their university applications.  

  

The Pre-U is designed to give candidates real competence in linguistic understanding and to read a 
rich and exciting variety of classical texts. The examination consists of four papers, all taken at the 
end of the Sixth form. There is no coursework.  

  

The Remove year is spent reading a variety of Greek texts, consolidating linguistic knowledge and 
developing ability in composition. In the Sixth form, candidates focus more closely on the set texts 
for papers 1 and 2 and honing essay writing skills on those themes. They will also work on unseen 
translation and composition in Greek in preparation for those papers.  

  

Verse Literature (2h 15)  

Candidates will have read Euripides’ Bacchae (roughly half the text in Greek) and will 

read his Hippolytus in English translation. Candidates answer two commentary questions in 
response to given passages, one essay on their main set text, one on the broader themes of the topic. 
The paper is worth 30% of the total.  

  

Prose Literature (1h 30)  

Candidates read selections from Plato's Protagoras (the rest in English translation) and answer a 
translation question, a commentary question and either a second commentary or an essay question. 
The paper is worth 20% of the total.  

  

Unseen Translation (2h)  

Candidates translate one passage of prose (approximately 140 words) and one of verse (of 
approximately 18 lines) into English. The paper is worth 30% of the total.  

  

Prose Composition (1h 30)  

Candidates translate a passage of approximately 140 words into Greek. The paper is worth 20% of 
the total.  

  

Classics students are taken to the subject-specific Oxbridge Classics Open Day (held at Oxford and 

Cambridge on alternate years) and to see relevant classical plays and exhibitions. There is an 
expedition open to Upper School students every year to the Mediterranean (in October 2017 
we will be visiting Italy).  

   

Dr J-M Hulls  
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Government and Politics 
(Edexcel) 

 

In its broadest sense, politics concerns the way in which people interact; that is, how they make 
decisions and settle disputes.  It is concerned with power and the way in which power is distributed 
in society.  Whilst it is possible to argue that the government has the most power, it does not have 
complete power. Decisions are made at many different levels and thus politics operates at many 
different levels.   It is our aim to provide the boys with a well-developed understanding of the UK 
political environment and the big political ideas that have shaped our system of governance and 
society.  We will also offer the boys an introduction to the politics of the USA through which they can 
assess the strength and weaknesses of both countries. 

 
We follow the new Edexcel Politics specification.  There are 3 components that are assessed by 3 
examination papers lasting 2 hours each.  
 
Component 1: UK Politics 
 
Syllabus content includes:  

1. Political Participation, students will study: 

 democracy and participation 

 political parties  

 voting behaviour 

 the media 
 

2. Core Political Ideas, students will study: 

 conservatism 

 liberalism 

 socialism     
 

Component 2: UK Government  
 
Syllabus content includes:  

1. UK Government, students will study: 

 The constitution 

 Parliament 

 Prime Minister and executive  

 Relationships between the branches 
 

2. Non-core political ideas, students will study: 

 Feminism 
 
Component 3: Comparative Politics (USA option) 
 
Syllabus content includes: 

 The US Constitution and federalism 

 US Congress, US presidency 

 US Supreme Court and civil rights 

 Democracy and participation 

 Comparative theories 
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To succeed in Politics you need to enjoy reading the newspapers and staying abreast of the fast-
changing political news and discourse. The course relies on the use of up-to-date examples that will 
have to be gathered through consistent and independent study. 

 
Mr S M Cleary 
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History  
(AQA) 

 

History is always changing, although the past remains the same.  The A level the way we teach 
reflects this sentiment, and the topics we look at vary from year to year. However, our aims have not 
changed substantially and the reasons that people are drawn to History continue to exert their pull: 
human interest, the understanding of ideas, the desire to interpret, and the wish to find the reason 
why.  In exploring the past we aim to introduce students to different periods, many of which will be 
wholly unfamiliar.  By studying them, we aim to develop skills of research, analysis, judgement, 
argument and, not least, writing. 

 
The course is divided into three modules. A wide variety of different topics are studied throughout 
the course, though the main focus is on political, social and military history. 

 

Module 1:  

Each candidate will study one of the following breadth topics, depending on the set to which they 
are allocated: The British Empire, 1857-1967; Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855-1964; Stuart 
Britain and the Crisis of Monarchy, 1603-1702; Russia in the Age of Absolutism and Enlightenment, 
1682-1796. 

The examination paper is based on three documents and two essay questions.  

 

Module 2: 

Each candidate will study one of the following depth topics: The Angevin Kings, 1154-1216; Louis 
XIV, France and Europe, 1646-1715; Italy and Fascism, 1900-1945; The transformation of China, 
1936-1997.  

The examination paper is based on three original sources and two essay questions.  

 

Module 3 

A guided individual study of 4000 words based on the study of a 100-year period or question. 
Topics will vary from set to set, but may include: the War of the Roses; the Reformation; Stuart 
Britain; the British Way in Warfare, 1793-1918; Tsarist and Communist Russia; German Foreign 
Policy, 1848-1945. 

 

The lively, well-attended History Society meetings, to which any boy may come and contribute, take 
place after school every Friday: Recent topics have ranged from asking whether we should apologise 
for the past to reflecting why wars start and the whether there can really be an end of history. We 
also host a number of visiting speakers each year and recently enjoyed talks by David Cannadine, 
Orlando Figes and Dominic Sandbrook.  There is also a student-led History Reading Club that 
examines the works of prominent historians. Every year, overseas visits are made to cities of historic 
interest.  These usually take place during the Easter holidays and have included Berlin, Prague, 
Vienna, Moscow and St Petersburg.  At the end of the summer holiday we hold a Reading Party, 
based either in London or at the Field Centre near Brecon.  Here we take the opportunity to visit 
places of interest, discuss general historical issues and consider A level topics in greater depth.  We 
also produce an annual historical magazine to which both pupils and staff contribute.  

  
Mr C Ó Siochrú 
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History of Art 
(Edexcel) 
 
History of Art offers pupils the opportunity to explore history through the conduit of art. Students of 
the subject will have a desire to discover the meanings behind our visual world and discuss the 
impact of artists and art movements. We view first-hand experience of artworks as essential to the 
course, therefore students are encouraged to regularly visit galleries, collections and museums as 
part of a programme of situated research. Across the two years students develop skills in visual 
analysis, research, debate, and essay writing, alongside a broader appreciation of art and its related 
histories. A wide variety of art and architectural topics are studied spanning 500BC to 2017, with a 
central focus on avant-garde art in Europe and contemporary art in Britain and America. Candidates 
require no prior knowledges of art history, however an interest in culture, artistic concepts and visual 
critique is essential.   
 
Paper One – Analytical Studies  
Candidates visually analyse artworks based on formal characteristics and a general understanding of 
social and historical context, patronage and reception. 
 
Paper Two – Themes  
In Paper Two students write a series of short essays on one thematic area. Paper Two delves into 
argumentative and analytic skills in relation to historical texts and a broad range of visual sources. 
The available themes include ‘nature’, ‘war’ and ‘identity’.  
 
Paper Three – Historical Topics  
In Paper Three students write a series of short essays on two historical areas.  These essays draw on 
candidates’ specialist knowledge and illustrate a deeper understanding of the relationship between 
art, societal issues and historical events. The probable courses for Paper Three are Pop life: British 
and American contemporary art and architecture (1960‒2015) and Rebellion and revival: the British 
and French Avant-Garde (1848‒99) 
 
 

Mrs S M Mulholland 
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Latin  
(OCR) 

 

The A level course in Latin is a hugely exciting blend of disciplines; candidates will read some of the 
great works of Western literature and explore these with the tools of 21st century literary criticism, 
especially modern thinking on gender, identity and historiography. The texts studied have an 
enormous influence on English poetry and historical writing and this course is designed to have a 
genuine relevance to the modern intellectual world. The A level is a robust qualification that allows 
candidates to stand out in their university applications. 

 

The A level is designed to give candidates real competence in linguistic understanding and to allow 
them to read a rich and exciting variety of classical texts. The examination consists of four papers, all 
taken at the end of the Sixth form. There is no coursework. 

 

The Remove year is spent reading a variety of Latin texts, including some of those examined in the A 
level, consolidating linguistic knowledge and developing ability in composition. In the Upper Sixth, 
candidates focus more closely on the set texts for papers 3 and 4 and honing essay writing skills on 
those themes. They will also work on unseen translation and composition in Latin in preparation for 
those papers. 

 

1. Unseen Translation (1hours 45 minutes) 
Candidates translate one passage of narrative prose and one of unseen verse into English. The 
paper is worth 33% of the total. 

 

2. Prose Composition or Comprehension (1h 15) 
Candidates are required either to translate unseen material into Latin or to demonstrate their 
understanding of a passage of unseen prose through comprehension, translation and 
grammatical analysis. The paper is worth 17% of the total. 

 

3. Verse Literature (2h) 
Candidates study two set texts of Latin verse in depth and additional literature in English 
translation (Horace Odes 3). In 2020, the set texts will be selections from Virgil, Aeneid 11, 
four poems from book 3 of Horace’s Odes. The paper is worth 25% of the total. 

 

4. Prose Literature (2h) 
Candidates study two set texts of Latin prose in depth and additional literature in English 
translation (Tacitus Histories 1). In 2020, the set texts will be selections from Cicero, Philippic 
2 and Tacitus, Histories 1. The paper is worth 25% of the total. 

 

Classics students are taken to the subject-specific Oxbridge Classics Open Day (held at Oxford and 
Cambridge on alternate years) and to see relevant classical plays and exhibitions. There is an 
expedition open to Upper School students every year to the Mediterranean (in October 2017 we will 
be visiting Italy). 

 

Dr J-M Hulls 
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Mathematics 
OCR A 

 

The Reasons 

There are many reasons why pupils continue with Mathematics, but perhaps three main reasons 
are: 

 

 you have enjoyed studying the subject so far, have demonstrated a good grasp of problem 
solving using algebraic techniques and are keen to study the subject at a deeper level; 

 

 you may be following Science-based courses for which Mathematics fits particularly well 
with subjects such as Physics or Economics and leads to university courses in Mathematics, 
Physics, Engineering, Economics, Architecture, Computing etc; 

 

 you may not be following a Science-based course but may still choose Mathematics in order 
to add breadth to your studies.  By taking Mathematics you will continue to develop a logical 
and rigorous approach to solving problems – a useful skill in most subjects. 

 

Making the Decision 

A level Mathematics can be a challenging course.  If you enjoy Mathematics now and have coped 
well with algebra, trigonometry, geometry and problem solving, you will probably continue to enjoy 
Mathematics at A level.  However, if you don’t enjoy Mathematics now or find it very hard then it 
will most likely only get worse.  Mathematics at A level is more abstract and more algebraic, and 
progresses at a much faster pace than IGCSE.  At IGCSE, questions tend to lead you through to the 
answer whereas at A level the questions are less directed.  An ‘aptitude’ test which you will probably 
have done in Year 11 if you did not take early IGCSE will have given a good idea as to whether you 
are likely to cope well with A level Mathematics. 

 

Details on the Courses 

The subject is still split up into 3 strands however: Pure Mathematics, Mechanics and 
Statistics.  There are three basic courses which you can study: 

 

Single Mathematics 

This course covers a range of topics from Pure Mathematics, e.g. further algebra, trigonometry, and 
calculus, plus some topics from Mechanics and Statistics (i.e. unlike in the past, all students follow 
the same course, no longer choosing between Mechanics and Statistics). 

 

AS Further Mathematics 

This course is designed primarily for students who took IGCSE early followed by Additional 
Mathematics or equivalent, but do not want to choose full Further Mathematics (see below).  The 
course covers all of the content of Single Mathematics plus some more Pure Mathematics, e.g. 
matrices, complex numbers and proof by induction, plus further topics in Mechanics and 
Statistics.  The course moves at a similar pace to full Further Mathematics, hence the requirement 
for having taken Additional Mathematics or an equivalent qualification before starting the 
course.  Due to the pace of the course, the course is a challenging one and so should only be 
considered by students who really enjoy a challenge in Mathematics, otherwise it may be better to 
opt for Single Mathematics even if a student has done early Mathematics.  It should also  be noted 
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that the course should not be seen as a replacement for full Further Mathematics, i.e. if a student is 
capable of taking full Further Mathematics and is thinking of a university course which could benefit 
from full Further Mathematics (not just Mathematics or Physics, but Economics, Engineering, 
Computer Science, possibly Medicine and many more) or simply feels that they have always enjoyed 
Mathematics and would like to continue to be challenged, then they should consider opting for the 
full course, described next. 

 

A Level Further Mathematics 

This course contains roughly twice as much material as the Single Mathematics course and results in 
two full A levels in Mathematics, to be taken alongside two other A levels.  The board we follow, OCR 
A, allows students to learn several higher Pure Mathematics topics, including group theory, number 
theory and partial differentiation, along with being able to specialise in either further Mechanics or 
Statistics.  The Mechanics course is recommended for students considering studying Physics, 
Engineering or related subjects at University and the Statistics for students considering studying 
anything Financial or Medical at university.  Students thinking of studying Mathematics at university 
can take either course based on which they think they would enjoy the most.  Most pupils who study 
Further Mathematics have taken the IGCSE early and followed and coped well with Additional 
Mathematics course or a similar qualification.  Pupils who opt for Further Mathematics are expected 
to gain four full A levels, i.e. to continue both of their other two subjects to A level in order to give 
breadth to their studies.  (Sometimes this reduces to three A levels and an AS level in Further 
Mathematics for students who don’t cope with the full course, the decision on this being made in 
the Michaelmas term of the Sixth Form).  Note that Further Mathematics is among the most well 
respected courses at A level and should be considered by any student with a strong track record in 
Mathematics. 

 

More Detail on the Three Main Strands 

 

Pure Mathematics 

The Pure Mathematics part of the course develops the ideas and techniques that you have already 
met at IGCSE - algebra, trigonometry, co-ordinate geometry and basic differential calculus.  The 
second year of Single Mathematics will cover topics such as use of trigonometric identities to solve 
equations, solving equations via the factor theorem, numerical methods to solve equations, vector 
geometry and methods of integration.  These aspects of the course are interesting in their own right 
but also serve as mathematical tools for problem solving in Mechanics or Statistics. 

 

Mechanics 

When you study Mechanics you will learn to describe mathematically how physical objects move 
according to Newton’s laws, including ideas of force, friction, centre of mass, momentum and 
energy.  The concepts are clearly linked to work at Physics A level although it is not necessary to take 
Physics if you are taking Mathematics A level. 

 

Statistics 

The Statistics course includes presenting data graphically, reducing data to manageable form for 
describing in a clear way, probability, hypothesis testing and regression and correlation.  Applications 
to real life problems are important in the study of statistics to show how the theory relates to 
reality.  In the more advanced part of the course, specific statistical models are studied to try and 
predict what might happen in a real-life situation.  It is worth pointing out that Statistics at A level is 
a much more mathematically rigorous discipline than that which you will have encountered at IGCSE. 

 



 

 

39 

 

STEP, AEA and Olympiad Problems 

For students who are very able at Mathematics there are opportunities to tackle even more 
challenging problems via STEP, AEA or Olympiad questions.  STEP papers are often required for entry 
to read Mathematics at Cambridge or Warwick and the Olympiad paper is a national competition sat 
in November/December following on from the Senior Mathematics Challenge. 

 

Mr C J Ottewill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

40 

 

Modern Languages 
French (AQA), German (CIE, Pre-U), Spanish (AQA), Italian (Edexcel), Chinese (HSK) 

 

Whatever your other choices, in a rapidly shrinking world, the ability to offer at least one modern 
language at a high level is essential for your future career.   

 

If you have enjoyed your language classes up to IGCSE and in some cases beyond, then A level or 
Pre-U study in one or more languages is likely to be an attractive and viable proposition.  The courses 
are stimulating, innovative and firmly rooted in the culture and society of the country or countries 
where your language is spoken. 

 

As you progress, you will become increasingly proficient at listening, speaking, reading and writing, 
dealing with and being able to use complex and abstract language. The emphasis is on spoken 
language and you will be expected to communicate in the target language in class and in the weekly 
oral lessons. These classes of normally two or three pupils are in addition to your normal timetabled 
lessons and form an essential element of the course. Though you may not necessarily feel fluent at 
this stage, as you gain confidence, progress is rapid.  

 

If you do choose a language at A level or Pre-U, it is expected that you spend time watching or 
listening to the news, using foreign language applications on your smartphone, researching on the 
Internet, reading the papers and making use of the many foreign language publications and foreign 
films available in the Wodehouse Library. We also strongly encourage you to spend some time in the 
country whose language you are studying. This means a residential study course, exchange, home 
stay visit or work experience. Currently we offer exchange visits to France and Germany, home stay 
trips with tuition to Paris, Montpellier, Valencia and Pamplona and visits with tuition to Beijing and 
Italy. 

 

At A level or Pre-U you will typically have to: 

 sit a speaking examination 

 respond to recorded extracts  

 respond to a variety of written passages 

 translate short passages into the target language and vice versa  

 respond to questions dealing with literature, film and other cultural topics 

 

Languages are popular in the Upper School and a healthy number of pupils study two languages in 
the Upper Sixth, of which a very good proportion go on to study Modern Languages at university, 
often in combination with other subjects. 

 

Throughout the year various co-curricular activities are arranged – theatre visits, external language 
competitions, film showings, study days, music and drama evenings, visiting speakers, trips to the 
Institut Français, the Goethe Institut, the Instituto Cervantes and the Istituto Italiano – all of which 
enhance your enjoyment of the courses.  

 

Chinese 

For boys who wish to develop their Chinese language skills post-GCSE, we offer a course leading to a 
language qualification called the “Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi” (HSK).  This is a Chinese Government 
qualification designed for learners of Chinese and set and assessed at differing levels of challenge.  The 
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HSK is offered as an additional subject, in addition to A level study, in the Remove and Upper Sixth. 
We also offer a beginners course in Chinese leading to HSK level 1.   The course is taught during the 
Liberal Studies periods and in periods scheduled outside the timetable.   Studying this course will 
enable you to build on and develop further your GCSE language skills.  A high level of commitment and 
proficiency in Chinese are required to deal with the demands of the HSK and you will need to check 
suitability carefully with the Chinese Department. 

 

Mr R R S Baylis (Head of Modern Languages) 

Mr N Mair (Director of Dulwich Languages) 
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French 
(AQA) 

 

French is one of the world’s most popular second languages and A level study gives you the 
opportunity to achieve near fluency through a stimulating course that is up-to-date and deals with 
how the past impacts on France today.  

 

In the Remove, in addition to taking your language way beyond IGCSE level, you will differentiate 
between Lully and Stromae, McDo and Michelin, Truffaut and Tarantino and go on to study the 
acclaimed 2008 Palme d’Or winning film, ‘Entre les Murs’.  

 

In the Sixth Form, you delve deeper into the cultural studies and study texts such as ‘Un Secret’ 
(Grimbert), ‘L’Étranger’ (Camus) and ‘Boule de Suif’ (Maupassant) as well as films such as ‘La Haine’ 
(Kassel/Kassowitz) analysing the techniques and themes presented in these works.  A skill that will 
serve you well in the future will be your research and oral presentation of an Independent Research 
Project where you investigate a subject of personal interest relating to the Francophone world.  This 
aspect of the course may support your other A level subjects as your chosen subject can be drawn 
from a very wide range of topics.  For example, the economic impact of Macron’s reforms, the rise 
of home-grown terrorism or the importance of the visual arts. 

 

Throughout the Upper School you receive speaking lessons in addition to your timetable classes; 1 
period per week in the Remove and 3 periods every two weeks in the Sixth Form including 
participation in the French Debating Competition. 

 

In the examination, you will be tested on the following skills: 

 

 Listening: respond to questions from authentic material and write summative texts on what 
you have heard 

 Reading: answer questions on authentic passages and write summative texts on what you 
have read 

 Translations: translate a French text into English and translate English sentences into French, 
testing specific grammatical knowledge as well as vocabulary  

 Writing: write two essays on either two set texts or one set text and one film analysing the 
characters, themes or stylistic choices by the author/director 

 Speaking: debate on a theme relating to Francophone society and present and discuss your 
Independent Research Project. 

 

In terms of trips there are a variety of options to choose from.  In the Remove you can take part in 
the language homestay trip to Paris and participate in the Shackleton Exchange to Versailles.  In the 
Sixth Form you can join the language homestay trip to Montpellier. 

 

The French Department can also organise gap year opportunities in Versailles if you are looking to 
expand your French language skills beyond Dulwich College, particularly if you would like to refine 
your fluency before commencing your French studies at university. 

 

Mr J G Brown 
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German 
CIE Pre-U (course code 9780) 

 

From 2017 onwards we have been following the exciting and rewarding Pre-U course in German 
offered by Cambridge International Examinations. 

 

The Pre-U course is designed to take learners from an IGCSE to a point where they will have the skills 
required to make a success of their studies at university.  In German, this means developing boys’ 
grammatical knowledge and vocabulary to a point where they can express themselves in a 
sophisticated way on topics ranging from current affairs to contemporary and historic social issues 
and culture in the German-speaking world, primarily film and narrative fiction.  

 

After a transition period from IGCSE, pupils will be asked to source and use authentic articles, film 
and audio clips independently to research and then respond to the issues they raise. 

 

The course is taught using varied methods and teaching resources.  Alongside authentic materials, 
staff use a range of text books (predominantly ‘Zeitgeist’, Hodder’s ‘AQA A level German’ and ‘Help 
yourself to advanced German Grammar’. 

 

We strongly advise all boys studying German Pre-U to take part in our German exchange during 
which Sixth Form pupils engage in three days of work experience.  This immersive experience helps 
considerably to deepen boys’ knowledge, confidence and fluency. 

 

Beyond language skills, the Pre-U course seeks to develop boys’ intellectual capacity to consider 
issues of moral, political and philosophical importance.  Alongside final exam papers in Listening, 
Reading, Translation, and Speaking, this intellectual element is examined with one essay in German 
and one - focussing on the work of fiction – in English.  

 

The Pre-U course is examined at an equivalent standard to A level.  It has been almost entirely 
unchanged in structure for more than a decade and is well known to university Admission Tutors.  It 
uses a 9-point grading system with ‘Pass’, ‘Merit’ and ‘Distinction’ bands subdivided into three 
grades; P3 being the lowest and D1 the highest.  CIE publishes a grade equivalence table; D1 & D2 
are equivalent to an A* at A level and D3 is equivalent to an A grade.  

 

Mr W Dugdale  
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Italian 
Edexcel 

 

The new EDEXCEL Advanced GCE level in Italian has been developed to inspire all students who have 
an appreciation of the language, literature, film and culture of the Italian-speaking world.  The content 
builds on the understanding developed during Key Stage 4 and gives students the opportunity to learn 
and apply important transferable skills in critical thinking and analysis, enabling them to make a 
smooth transition to the next level of study.  

The examination consists of two externally-examined papers assessing listening, reading and writing 
and a non-examined speaking assessment, set and conducted by a teacher-examiner. 

 

Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation (2 hours) 

This paper draws on vocabulary and structures across the following four themes: 

 

 Cambiamenti della società italiana  (L’evoluzione della famiglia, l’istruzione, il mondo del lavoro) 
 

 La cultura politica ed artistica nei Paesi di lingua italiana (La musica, i media, il patrimonio 
culturale) 
 

 L’Italia: una società in evoluzione (L’impatto positive dell’immigrazione in Italia, i problemi della 
migrazione  
in Italia, il divario Nord/Sud) 
 

 Dal fascismo ai giorni nostri (L’ascesa di Mussolini al potere, il fascismo durante la Seconda 
Guerra Mondiale, dall dittatura alla democrazia) 
 
 

Section A: Listening (30 marks) 

A listening assessment based on a recording that features male and female Italian speakers. Students 
will respond to comprehension questions based on a variety of contexts and sources. 

 

Section B: Reading (30 marks) 

A reading assessment based on a variety of text types and genres where students must respond to 
comprehension questions. 

 

Section C: Translation into English (20 marks) 

An unseen passage to be translated from Italian into English. 
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Paper 2: Written response to works and translation 

Section A: Translation (20 marks) 

This paper requires students to transfer a previously unseen passage from English into Italian.   

 

Section B: Written response to works (literary texts) (50 marks) 

Students select one question from a choice of two for each of their chosen literary texts. If a student 
answers questions on two literary texts, then they do not complete section C. 

 

Section C: Written response to works (films) (50 marks) 

Students who only answer one question on a literary text in Section B, must write an extended 
response on a film. 

 

Paper 3: Speaking  

Task 1 (discussion on a theme) 

Students discuss one theme from the four topic areas based on a stimulus containing two different 
statements. 

 

Task 2 (Independent Research Project) 

Students carry out independent research based on one of the specified themes or on their own subject 
of interest related to Italian-speaking society and culture.  They will be assessed on their ability to use 
a range of language accurately, communicate and interact effectively, summarise and analyse findings 
from written sources relating to their research subject, and show knowledge and understanding about 
Italian-speaking culture and society.  

 

Task 2, Part 1 (presentation of independent research project) 

Students will present a summary of at least two of the written sources they have used for their 
research and give a personal response to what they have read.   

 

Task 2, Part 2 (discussion on independent research) 

Students answer questions on their presentation and then have a wider discussion on their research. 

 

Mrs J Briggs  
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Spanish  
(AQA) 

With 570 million speakers worldwide, Spanish - the world’s second most widely spoken language – 
is one of the most popular choices of language at A Level for Dulwich College students.  

Remove plunges A Level students into the rich culture of Spain; each student researches one key 
aspect of Hispanic culture, ranging from the importance of flamenco to the gypsy population of 
Andalusia to the controversial monument built by Franco to honour those who died during the 
Spanish Civil War. Students present the key issues and Spanish vocabulary relating to their theme in 
front of their peers and the topic is debated as a class.   

Culture is at the heart of the A Level course: students use authentic sources online, in film, and in 
the press to enrich their knowledge of Spain and Latin America. They also study prescribed cultural 
topics - two films and at least one text in the target language – developing a deep understanding of 
cinematic and literary techniques. They write two essays on their cultural topics and are assessed for 
both language quality and content. During their final year, students focus on an area of independent 
research on a topic of their choice. In the past, these have included the role of dictatorships in Latin 
America, the issue of racial identity in the Caribbean, and the role of politics in bullfighting. 

Core linguistic skills that are developed during regular classroom lessons include:  

 Listening and reading comprehension, including summaries of passages in the target 
language using a range of synonyms 

 Active grammatical awareness and accuracy  

 Translations into both English and Spanish 

 Discussion and debate a wide range of prescribed topics in the target language 

 Writing essays on the cultural topics in the target language 

All Spanish students receive weekly oral classes lasting 30 minutes with our native language speakers 
(in pairs in the Remove and individually in Year 13). These not only help prepare students for the oral 
examination, but also help develop students’ understanding of the films and texts that they are 
studying 

2018 sees the inaugural Upper School Work Experience trip to Cantabria, in northern Spain. Students 
have signed up to work alongside native professionals in a wide range of areas: schools, pharmacies, 
restaurants, and tourist offices. It is an excellent opportunity for students to develop their confidence 
in the spoken language as well as to explore future work interests. 

The Spanish Department also organises a range of extracurricular events outings in the UK, including 
an internal debating competition, theatre and cinema visits to see the works studied in class, and 
university visits to give students a greater understanding of the Spanish courses on offer in the 
future. 

Mr A P Iltchev 
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Music 
(Edexcel) 

 

This is an academically challenging course that extends the core GCSE skills of Performing, 
Composing, and Appraising music.  Music at A Level serves as a principal subject for any student 
wishing to apply for a course at a university or conservatoire, and as a supporting subject for a wide 
range of Humanities and Languages, as well as Mathematics and Science.  A degree or professional 
diploma qualification in Music presents many job opportunities, including performing, composing, 
arranging, arts administration, the music industry, broadcasting, recording, teaching, as well as 
professions where a range of subjects will be accepted at graduate level as an initial entry 
qualification. 

 

Before you start this course 

You should have studied Music to GCSE level and it is helpful to have passed the ABRSM Grade 5 
Theory examination.  The performance level of the examination is equivalent to ABRSM Grade 8. 
There are three A Level components studied over two years and reflecting the three discrete musical 
areas explored by this qualification: 

 

Component 1 Performance (60 marks) 

30% of the total mark 

This component gives students the opportunities to develop their performance skills as soloists 
and/or as part of an ensemble.  Students can choose music in any style.  Any instrument(s) and/or 
voice(s) are acceptable as part of an 8 minute performance (minimum) of a balanced programme of 
music.  Performances are submitted to Edexcel on CD and must be recorded between 1 March and 
15 May in the year of submission.  

 

Component 2 Composing  (60 marks) 

30% of the total mark 

This component has two sections: 1 free or free choice brief and 1 brief assessing technique. The 
composition component seeks to develop students’ compositional skills, leading to the creation of 
one four-minute piece (minimum) of free composition (40 marks) and one one-minute technical 
study (minimum) in response to a chosen brief (20 marks).  The two compositions must together 
total a minimum of six minutes in performance. 

 

Component 3 Appraising (100 marks) 

Written examination paper (2 hours) 

40% of total mark 

This component focuses on listening to music, familiar and unfamiliar, and understanding how it 
works.  Candidates will examine 6 Areas of Study with 3 set works in each area: Vocal Music; 
Instrumental Music; Music for Film; Popular Music and Jazz; Fusions; New Directions.  Candidates 
will also examine a wide range of supporting musical examples related to the areas of study.  They 
will learn how to compare and contrast excerpts, contextualise music and identify harmonic and 
tonal features. 

 

Music staff will be pleased to give further details about this stimulating course. 

 

Dr J Carnelley 
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Philosophy  
(AQA) 

 

Introduction: What is Philosophy?  

The province of philosophy is those questions to which definitive answers have proved elusive, such 
as: How do I know that I am not merely a brain in a vat, or living in “The Matrix”? What is the “good 
life”? Who, or what, am I? Does free will exist? Do animals, or indeed humans, have rights? Indeed, 
Philosophy is a subject concerned with the clarification of concepts and the justification of beliefs. 
To paraphrase the German philosopher Immanuel Kant, you will be given the opportunity to ask, 
‘what can I know, how ought I to act, and what can I hope? 

 

Philosophy complements other academic disciplines by helping to develop analytical rigour and the 
ability to criticise and reason logically –allowing you to apply these skills to many contemporary and 
historical thinkers and schools of thought. 

  

The A Level focuses in particular on the following 4 key questions: 

 

 What can we know? 

 How do we make moral decisions? 

 Is the concept of God coherent? 

 What is the mind, and are mind and body separate? 

 

The Course  

A level Philosophy is a new course offered by the Religion and Theology Department. The aim of the 
course is to enable students to gain a thorough grounding in some key philosophical concepts and 
arguments, themes, texts and techniques. Students will develop their abilities to analyse and assess 
philosophical writings and to reason, form their own judgements, present their own arguments 
clearly and logically, and contribute to the process of debate.  

 

It is a subject which complements many other subjects well, in terms of both subject matter and 
skills, and it can be studied on its own at university or in conjunction with a range of subjects (such 
as Mathematics, Politics, Psychology, Modern Languages etc.). It would suit those with a logical mind 
and the ability to write with precision and concision.  

 

All of the topics at A level are compulsory.  

 

Topic 1: Epistemology (Theory of Knowledge) 

This focuses on comparing different theories of perception and what they have to say on the nature 
of the world and the acquisition of our knowledge of it, as well as definitions of knowledge and the 
origins of concepts and ideas; is all knowledge gained from experience, or is any knowledge innate?  

 

Topic 2: Moral Philosophy 

This topic considers different approaches to answering the question of what is the right thing to do 
(including Utilitarianism, Deontology and Virtue Theory). These theories are also applied to practical 
concerns such as simulated killing in computer games, theft and the eating of animals. The topic also 
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covers the issue of the status of ethical language; are ethical statements claims about reality which 
can have a truth value? 

 

Topic 3: The Metaphysics of God 

This topic considers concepts of and attributes of God, and arguments questioning their coherence, 

as well as various arguments relating to the existence of God, and the use of religious language.  

 

Topic 4: The Metaphysics of Mind  

This topic considers the relationship between the mental and the physical. Is the mind distinct from 
the body? Are thoughts, ideas, beliefs and emotions anything other than physical events in the brain? 

 

Assessment 

The A Level examination consists of two 3 hour papers (each examining two of the above topics), 

which are evenly weighted.  

 

Why study Philosophy?  

1. Independent thought: doing philosophy is an excellent training in thinking. Do you have good 
reasons for believing what you do? If you aren't thinking for yourself already, doing 
philosophy will provide you with the perfect opportunity!  

 

2. Subject matter: the questions that philosophy investigates are the most profound questions 
that we can ask. It investigates the deepest aspects of what it means to be human.  

 

3. Character: because it encourages open-mindedness, doing philosophy can actually change 
your character. It can generate new ways of thinking - about yourself, about others, about 
the world.  

 

4. Skills: doing philosophy is not easy. It can be difficult to understand the arguments and the 
ideas. As with doing anything that is difficult, you develop new skills that make it easier with 
practice. Some of the skills that doing philosophy can teach you are: understanding the 
relations between ideas; the ability to spot flaws in arguments; the ability to argue; 
imagination, in coming up with novel solutions and novel ideas; communication.  

 

5. Self-understanding: taking all these ideas together - being able to think and think 
independently, thinking about deep questions but without resorting to what you already 
believe - philosophy can help you to understand yourself. It's what education is really about.  

 

Mr J H Fox 
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Physical Education   
(Edexcel) 

 

Advanced Level Physical Education is a multi-faceted subject.  It offers an opportunity for sportsmen 
to develop a theoretical understanding of the physiological, psychological and sociological factors 
that underpin their sporting performance.  This knowledge is used to enhance the performance of 
the individual. 

 

All pupils considering taking this course should have an enthusiasm and keen interest in sport, as 
they will be required to carry out extensive reading around the subject.  It is also expected that pupils 
will be playing sport for the college at least at 2nd team level. 

 

Throughout the two years of study pupils will cover four units that provide a variety of learning 
experiences: 

 

Component 1: Scientific Principles of Physical Education 
Written examination: 2 hours and 30 minutes, 40% of the qualification 
Content overview 

 Topic 1: Applied anatomy and physiology 

 Topic 2: Exercise physiology and applied movement analysis 
 

Biomechanics is embedded within the content of Topics 1 and 2 

 
Component 2: Psychological and Social Principles of Physical Education 
Written examination: 2 hours, 30% of the qualification 
Content overview 

 Topic 3: Skill acquisition 

 Topic 4: Sport psychology 

 Topic 5: Sport and society 

 
Component 3: Practical Performance (*Component code: 9PE0/03) 
Practical Performance, 15% of the qualification 
Content overview 

 Skills performed in one physical activity as a player/performer 
OR 

 Skills performed in one physical activity as a coach 

 
Component 4: Performance Analysis and Performance Development Programme 
Coursework, 15% of the qualification 
Content overview 

 Topic 1: Applied anatomy and physiology 

 Topic 2: Exercise physiology and applied movement analysis 

 Topic 3: Skill acquisition 

 Topic 4: Sport psychology 
 

Biomechanics is embedded within the content of Topics 1 and 2 
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The assessment of this course is through coursework (15%), practical assessment (15%) and two end 
of course examinations (70%).  The course is an excellent foundation subject for those intending to 
pursue careers in teaching and coaching; medicine; the leisure industry; recreation management; 
health and fitness; the sporting media; or professional sport.  For others the multi-disciplinary nature 
of the course complements many other science or humanity subjects and it is therefore a good 
course for any pupils with an interest in sport. 

 

Mr M Burdekin 
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Physics 
(WJEC Eduqas) 

AS and A2 level Physics at Dulwich are concerned with developing skills of reasoning, processing 
information and solving problems both theoretically and practically.  We build on the ideas 
introduced during the GCSE courses, such as forces, energy, kinetic theory, fields, and waves, but 
there are two main differences in the way we handle them.  First, we strive to unify, to bring out the 
connections between seemingly unrelated branches of the subject.  Secondly, we develop theories 
that generate algebraic formulae and test whether these match the measurements we make in the 
laboratory.  Inevitably, the subject is more mathematical than at GCSE.  Studying A Level 
Mathematics is not absolutely essential for A level Physics, however it is very helpful and we strongly 
advise boys to choose Mathematics in conjunction with Physics. The main requirements are the 
ability to do straightforward trigonometry, such as using the sine and cosine functions, accurately 
draw and analyse data graphically, and algebraic manipulations, such as changing the subject of an 
equation.  Students are also expected to be able to use a calculator confidently and accurately with 
very large and very small numbers in standard form.  In Year 13 boys will also be expected to use 
logarithms and have a rudimentary understanding of differentiation and integration. 

Teaching is split between two teachers and will involve demonstrations, explanations and discussions 
during which you will be expected to contribute by your interest, awareness and regular revision of 
previous material.  In practical periods you will work individually on routine and more challenging 
exercises, thereby developing your technical, theoretical, analytical and presentational skills.   

Prep will take a number of forms.  You will be set problem exercises once or twice a week, the 
intention of which is to consolidate and extend any topic you are studying.  Examples of such tasks 
are numerical problems and research projects involving textbooks or other sources where you have 
to extract and process relevant information.  These tasks may be via traditional paper and pen but 
the department increasingly uses online resources too, like Isaac Physics.  Reading scientific journals, 
New Scientist or Physics Review for example, and contributing to the Physics Society and all the 
projects that it supports will further increase your chances of success in public examinations, the 
British Physics Olympiad and at university selection interviews.  There are also opportunities to 
expand your studies through trips organised to lectures and workshops as well as to the particle 
accelerator at CERN in Geneva.  

We follow the Eduqas examination board, and you will be entered for 3 written examinations at the 
end of the second year.  The linear nature of the course now requires that the entire course is 
examined at the end of the second year of study.  You will however sit 2 internal exams at the end 
of Year 12, and these will be the predominant factor in determining A level predictions. 

With the new A level examining structure the coursework element has been reduced to an 
‘endorsement’ in which the College certifies that each student is competent at the various practical 
skills and techniques that universities expect to see from their undergraduates.  We expect that 
every student will achieve the endorsement.  There is no specific examined practical element, but 
there will be a significant amount of questions of a practical nature in each of the written papers sat 
by candidates.  This means that gaining a high level of competency in practical skills is vital for success 
at A Level.   

The course is also practical in another sense: it provides the foundations for a wide variety of Applied 
Science disciplines, ranging from Mechanical Engineering to Electronics.  At A level we don’t set out 
to teach you specifically how a petrol engine or a CD player works, but you will meet the principles 
that underlie all such pieces of technology.  
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While the specification determines the content of the examinations, your teachers will aim to expand 
your knowledge and interest well beyond this. The course structure is as follows:  

Year 12 content: 
Paper 1:  Kinematics, Dynamics, Energy, Materials, Cosmology, Particles 
Paper 2:  Electricity, Waves, Photons, Lasers 

Year 13 content: 
Module 1:  Circular Motion, SHM, Thermodynamics (+ Kinematics, Dynamics, Energy) 
Module 2:  Capacitance, Electric and Gravitational Fields, Orbits (+ Electricity, Materials, Cosmology) 
Module 3:  Nuclear Physics, Magnetism, Options (+ Waves, Photons, Lasers, Particles) 

N.B. Content in brackets is that studied in Year 12, but examined in these papers at the end of Year 13. 

The Options available are Alternating Currents, Medical Physics, The Physics of Sport, Energy and 
The Environment.  Generally, all boys study the Physics of Sport option, however in exceptional 
circumstances some boys may self-study Alternating Currents. 

In combination with other subjects Physics aims to provide a valuable skills base for courses and 
careers in Mathematics, Science, Engineering, Design, Computing, Medicine, Law, Economics and 
Business and any other discipline in which the abilities to acquire, access and evaluate information 
are at a premium.  

Mr A J C Wheble 
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Religious Studies 
(OCR) 

 

Religious Ethics, Philosophy of Religion and Christian Thought 

The Religion and Theology Department offers a new A level qualification in Religious Studies - one 

which places much more emphasis on critical skills related to the Philosophy of Religion, Ethics and 

Christian Thought.    

 

What does Religious Studies at A level involve exactly?  
Religion is central to world history, society and human life. Religious Studies A level lets you study 
the various philosophies and beliefs that underlie major religions and helps you understand the 
perspectives and motivations of believers. This course critically examines how religion, theology and 
religious philosophy play an integral part in the thinking and day-to-day lives of a large proportion of 
the world's population. Religious Studies provides you with a broader outlook on life and increases 
your skills in abstract thinking and critical thinking. 
 
The Philosophy of Religion 
As little children we first learnt to recognise letters, then words and in time these took on meaning 
in sentences.  In our writing we first shaped letters then words and finally entered the frightening 
world of joined-up writing. The world of ideas is rather similar.  We all have ideas, opinions, 
prejudices and assumptions, yet it is rare that we have linked all of our thinking together into a 
coherent scheme.  Philosophy attempts just such links.  The study of the Philosophy of Religion, 
Theology and Ethics as part of religious Studies seeks to encourage joined–up thinking. Topics 
studied include: ancient philosophical influences on Western thought, the nature of the soul, mind 
and body, the possibility of life after death and language, meaning and truth. 
 

Ethical Theory 
If I travelled back in time to 1909 and met an Austrian art student called Adolf in a bar, would I be 
justified in poisoning his beer, knowing as we do what he will do? Indeed if my actions are 
determined in what sense am I free?  What do ethical theories such as Thomas Aquinas’ Natural Law 
or Bentham and Mill’s secular Utilitarianism say about issues arising from ethical dilemmas such as 
medical ethics, war and homosexuality?  
 
Christian Thought 
It took the Church 451 years to understand who Christ was! Who actually was Jesus? Is it possible 
for him to be both human and divine, and if so, how? In addition to questions such as these boys will 
explore the different Christian interpretations of the human condition and the promise and nature 
of an afterlife and assess how valid such claims are.  The challenge secularism poses to Christianity 
will be investigated as well as the religion’s response to changing views on issues such as gender. 
 
Conclusion 
Universities like students who can reason and think in a mature and balanced way, as does the world 
of work. Religious Studies builds these skills of analysis and debate, critical thinking and mature 
reflection.  These skills will be honed by challenging our thinking at every level.  The content that will 
produce such thoughtful and employable students just happens to be fascinating too. 
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Higher Education and Career Opportunities 
If students wish to go on to study the subject at university, there is a huge range of courses available, 
including Philosophy, Theology, Biblical Studies, World Religions and Anthropology. Other related 
degrees favouring RS A Level include History, Law, Psychology, PPE and Education.  
 
International Trips 
The Religion and Theology department offers the opportunity for Upper School boys who have opted 
to take the subject at A level to go on a variety of international trips. As such, during the Upper School 
years, boys taking A level Religious Studies have the opportunity to enhance both their academic and 
cultural knowledge and experience.  In recent years destinations have included, Israel, Jordan, Nepal 
and Rome. 
 
Eligibility 

This course requires students to have an enquiring mind, an interest in religion and a desire to 
examine some of the biggest questions in the universe! A religious belief is not needed (though it’s 
fine if students have one). Students do not need to have a GCSE in Religious Studies. This course, as 
with all Religious Studies at Dulwich, taught academically. You will need to be able to read quite 
challenging texts, take notes, discuss and examine a range of different issues. That said, it will 
challenge you to think beyond the confines of the classroom - so be prepared to be stretched, given 
the nature of the issues considered. Anyone with an enquiring and open mind is welcome.   

Why study Religious Studies at A level? 

 Provides boys with the exciting opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of world 
religions, and explore philosophy of religion and religion and ethics. 

 A relevant choice – The Russell Group of top universities has made it clear that Religious 
Studies A level provides ‘suitable preparation for University generally’. 

 If you want a course which will complement other Humanities subjects. 

 If you want a special philosophical dimension within science or mathematics combinations. 

 If you are considering studying Philosophy or Theology at University.  

 If you have not done GCSE Religious Studies but enjoy thinking for yourself and feel attracted 
by the challenges of the course. 

 The specification offers an academic approach to the study of religion and is accessible to 
candidates of any religious persuasion or none. 

 Adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the study of religion. 
 
RS A level Assessment: 

 

 Assessment will be linear (at the end of the two year course): three 2 hour written 
examinations (two questions), one paper per module: 
 

 Module 1 (H573/01) Philosophy of Religion 

 Module 2 (H573/02) Religion and Ethics 

 Module 3 (H573/03) Development in Christian Thought 
 
Course Content 
 

Religious Studies:  Philosophy and Ethics 

You will take three modules over two years: 
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Module 1 - (H573/01) - Philosophy of Religion (summary) 

 Ancient Greek influences on philosophy of religion 

 the possibility of life after death 

 the nature of the soul, mind and body 

 traditional arguments for the existence of God 

 challenges to religious belief:  The Problem of Evil: why is it that God allows bad things to 
happen to good people? 

 Module 2 – (H573/02) – Religion and Ethics (summary) 
 

 Normative ethical theories 

 The application of ethical theory to two contemporary issues of importance 

 Ethical language and thought 

 Debates surrounding the significant ideas of conscience and free will 

 The influence of ethical thought of developments in religious beliefs and the philosophy of 
religion 

Module 3 – (H573/03) – Developments in Christian thought (summary) 

 Human nature and purpose 

 The self and immortality 

 The Nature of Jesus Christ 

 Significant social and historical developments in theology and religious thought 

 Key themes related to the relationship between religion and society: gender in society and 
theology 

 
Mr J H Fox 
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