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PREFACE
This inspection report follows the ISI schedule, which occupies a period of four continuous 
days in the school.  The previous ISI inspection was in November 2008.  An intermediate 
inspection of the Early Years Foundation Stage took place in 2010.  

The Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) is the body approved by the Secretary of State 
for the purpose of inspecting schools belonging to the Independent Schools Council (ISC) 
Associations and reporting on compliance with the Education (Independent School 
Standards) (England) Regulations 2010, as amended.  The range of these Regulations, 
which replace those first introduced on 1 September 2003, can be viewed on the website 
www.legislation.gov.uk.  Additionally, inspections will consider the school’s accessibility plan 
under Schedule 10 of the Equality Act 2010 and the ban on corporal punishment introduced 
by the School Standards and Framework Act 1998.

The inspection was also carried out under the arrangements of the ISC Associations for the 
maintenance and improvement of the quality of their membership.

ISI is also approved to inspect the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), which was 
introduced in September 2008 and applies to all children in England from birth to 31 August 
following their fifth birthday.  This report evaluates the extent to which the setting fulfils the 
requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework published by the 
Department for Education (DfE) and follows the requirements of the Childcare Act 2006 as 
subsequently amended.

The inspection of the school is from an educational perspective and provides limited 
inspection of other aspects, although inspectors comment on any significant hazards or 
problems they encounter which have an adverse impact on children.  The inspection does 
not include:

(i) an exhaustive health and safety audit
(ii) an in-depth examination of the structural condition of the school, its services 

or other physical features
(iii) an investigation of the financial viability of the school or its accounting 

procedures
(iv) an in-depth investigation of the school’s compliance with employment law.

Inspectors may be aware of individual safeguarding concerns, allegations and complaints 
as part of the inspection process.  Such matters will not usually be referred to in the 
published report but will have been considered by the team in reaching their judgements.

Both Ofsted and ISI inspect and report on the Independent School Standards Regulations.  
However, they apply different frameworks and have different criteria for judging school 
quality that are suited to the different types of schools they inspect.  Both use a four point 
scale when making judgements of quality but, whilst the ISI terminology reflects quality 
judgements that are at least equivalent to those used by Ofsted, they also reflect the 
differences in approach.  ISI reports do not provide a single overarching judgement for the 
school but instead give a clear judgement on each aspect of the school’s work at the 
beginning of each section.  These headline statements must include one of the ISI 
descriptors ‘excellent’, ‘good’, ‘sound’ or ‘unsatisfactory’, and where Achievement is 
‘exceptional’ that term may be used for the top grade.  Elsewhere in the report, 
inspectors may use a range of different adjectives to make judgements.  For EYFS 
registered provision (for pupils aged under three), reports are required to use the 
same terminology (‘outstanding’, ‘good’, ‘requires improvement’ and ‘inadequate’) as 
Ofsted reports.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk
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INSPECTION EVIDENCE
The inspectors observed lessons, conducted formal interviews with pupils and examined 
samples of pupils’ work.  They held discussions with senior members of staff and with the 
chair of governors and other governors.  They observed a sample of the extra-curricular 
activities that occurred during the inspection period, and attended registration sessions and 
assemblies.  Inspectors saw the facilities for sick or injured pupils.  The responses of 
parents and pupils to pre-inspection questionnaires were analysed, and the inspectors 
examined regulatory documentation made available by the school.  

Inspectors
Mrs Danice Iles Reporting Inspector
Mrs Angela Culley Team Inspector (Headmistress, ISA school)
Mrs Anne Farnish Team Inspector (Headmistress, IAPS school)
Miss Patricia Griffin Co-ordinating Inspector for Early Years
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1. THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SCHOOL
1.1 Dulwich College is an academically selective day school for boys in Dulwich, South 

London which offers boarding for pupils from the age of 11.  Founded in 1619 by 
Edward Alleyn in Dulwich Village it moved to its present site on Dulwich Common in 
1870.  There are five schools in the College in three groupings, each led by its own 
head.  They are: the kindergarten and infants’ school which is co-educational from 
the age of 6 months to 7 years; the junior school, for pupils in Years 3 to 6; and the 
lower school, for pupils in Years 7 to 8, the middle school for those in Years 9 to 11 
and the upper school, consisting of Years 12 and 13, which are known as the 
College.  The Master, supported by the College leadership team, has overall 
executive responsibility for the whole College and reports to the College board of 
governors who oversee all the schools.  

1.2 The kindergarten and infants’ school was originally established in 1992 and has 
grown into the present kindergarten for under-threes and a two-form entry infants’ 
school from Nursery to Year 2.  The kindergarten is housed in the original Edwardian 
building and the infants’ school in the adjacent modern, purpose-built building, 
surrounded by playing fields, playgrounds, gardens and an orchard.  The school 
aims to provide a happy environment supported by dedicated staff, a secure 
foundation for future learning and development, an appropriate academic challenge 
and opportunities to explore a wealth of learning environments both indoors and 
outdoors, encouraging confidence.  Since the previous inspection, links between the 
school and the rest of the College have developed through regular visits by senior 
College leaders, and through the head’s membership of the College’s education 
leadership team.  

1.3 There are 226 pupils on roll of whom 145 are in the Early Years foundation Stage 
(EYFS) and 81 are in Years 1 and 2.  Eight pupils have been identified as having 
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND).  Two pupils have a statement 
of special educational needs.  Nineteen pupils receive specialist support from the 
school.  Fifteen pupils speak English as an additional language (EAL), nine of whom 
receive support for their English.  

1.4 The ability profile of the school is above the national average, with around two-thirds 
of pupils having at least above average ability and a further quarter having ability in 
line with the national average.  Entry to the kindergarten is not academically 
selective, while those wishing to join the infants’ school complete a short 
assessment.  The school is an ethnically diverse community.  Most pupils live 
relatively near the school and are from professional or business families.  
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1.5 National Curriculum (NC) nomenclature is used throughout this report to refer to 
year groups in the school.  The year group nomenclature used by the school and its 
National Curriculum equivalence are shown in the following tables.  

Early Years Foundation Stage Setting  

School NC name
Baby Under 3
Toddler Under 3
Duckling Under 3
Heron Nursery
Moorhen Nursery
Swan Reception
Lapwing Reception

Pre-preparatory Department  

School NC name
Teal Year 1
Kingfisher Year 1
Avocet Year 2
Curlew Year 2
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2. THE SUCCESS OF THE SCHOOL

2.(a) Main findings

2.1 From the EYFS onwards, pupils of all abilities are educated with great success and 
are very happy in their learning.  The school amply fulfils its principal aims.  The 
quality of the pupils’ achievements in their academic and creative work, and in an 
excellent range of extra-curricular activities is high.  The curriculum provides an 
extremely secure foundation for learning and achievement; pupils are very 
successfully prepared for entry to their junior schools.  Pupils enjoy their lessons in 
which they find both interest and challenge.  As the school has identified, the use of 
information and communication technology (ICT) across the curriculum to give 
additional support to pupils’ learning and enhance their computer skills lacks 
development.  Excellent teaching demonstrates careful preparation, dedication and 
high levels of proficiency.  The recommendations from the previous school 
inspection to remove inconsistencies in reports and lesson planning and draw up 
inventories of resources have been fully met.  Pupils with SEND or EAL follow 
extremely well-designed programmes of learning and make good progress.  

2.2 Provision for the care and education of the EYFS children is outstanding, as are the 
leadership and management of the setting and the overall quality and standards.  
The recommendations from the previous EYFS inspection have been fully met; 
excellent use is made of the extended classrooms.  The orchard provides exciting 
active learning for the younger children; as yet, its use to expand older children’s 
opportunities for exploration and risk-taking is not fully developed.  

2.3 Personal development is excellent from the EYFS, where toddlers happily play and 
share their toys, to Year 2 where pupils are happy and confident as they respond to 
the roles of responsibility for the younger children that they are given.  Pastoral care 
is of the highest quality, and meticulous attention is given to safeguarding, safe 
recruitment and all elements of welfare, health and safety.  Pupils are growing up 
surrounded by kindness in an enriching and nurturing environment  

2.4 Governance is excellent, and includes highly successful arrangements to oversee 
the kindergarten and infants’ school.  Leadership and management throughout the 
school are also highly effective.  Links with parents are excellent; parents are greatly 
appreciative of the exemplary pastoral care, the high expectations of achievement 
and behaviour, and the warm welcome they and their children continually receive.  
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2.(b) Action points

(i) Compliance with regulatory requirements  

2.5 The school meets all the requirements of the Independent School Standards 
Regulations 2010.  

2.6 See the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage section 6 for the inspection 
findings in relation to the requirements of the Childcare Act 2006 for children under 
three.  

(ii) Recommendations for further improvement

2.7 The school is advised to make the following improvements.  

1. Extend the opportunities for ICT to be used as a learning tool.  

2. Make full use of the orchard as a woodland learning environment to give all 
EYFS children opportunities for exploration and risk taking.  
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3. THE QUALITY OF ACADEMIC AND OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS

3.(a) The quality of the pupils’ achievements and learning

3.1 The quality of the pupils’ achievements and learning is excellent.

3.2 Pupils are extremely well educated in complete accordance with the school’s aims.  
Their all-round achievement is excellent.  Their levels of knowledge, understanding 
and skills are particularly high in numeracy and literacy.  Year 2 pupils develop into 
independent writers who display a mature range of creative vocabulary and a good 
understanding of punctuation and grammar.  Their thinking skills develop well as 
they not only edit their own work but also provide thoughtful positive critiques of 
each other’s writing.  This results in all pupils striving for constant improvement.  
Older pupils confidently and independently manipulate data in numeracy to create 
pictorial representations.  Older pupils used technology to good effect when planning 
maps for a programmable floor robot to take a journey but, overall, the development 
of ICT skills as a support to pupils’ learning is constrained because ICT is in a 
transitional stage in the school.  The pupils’ achievement in French, physical 
education (PE), music and art is excellent; for example, this is evident in the wealth 
of art in various genres displayed around the school.  

3.3 The range of significant achievements is notable given the young age of the pupils.  
At the end of Year 2, the large majority of boys and girls move to a range of 
independent junior schools; a small minority take up places in maintained primary 
schools.  The pupils enjoy considerable success each year in entrance examinations 
to local, highly selective preparatory and junior schools, including entry and 
scholarship awards to the junior school of Dulwich College.  Pupils also enjoy 
considerable success in speech and drama, and instrumental examinations, art 
competitions and sporting tournaments in athletics, swimming and football.  The 
gardening club has won a gold award from a well-known children’s flower society 
whilst the pupils’ allotment has won a high ranking from a national horticultural 
society.  

3.4 Pupils of all abilities achieve highly in response to the challenging curriculum, 
including those identified with SEND and EAL.  These pupils respond very positively 
to the extremely well-designed programmes arranged for them.  Expert professional 
support from external agencies enables pupils with particular needs, such as hearing 
difficulties, to achieve well and make good progress.  British sign language is taught 
in Years 1 and 2, and many pupils are competent users.  

3.5 Pupils’ attainment cannot be measured in relation to average performance against 
national tests but, on the evidence available, it is judged to be excellent in relation to 
national age-related expectations.  This includes their performance in lessons and 
their written work.  This also illustrates that a number of the most able pupils make 
excellent progress.  The level of attainment of all pupils, as judged, indicates that 
they make good progress overall relative to the average for pupils of similar ability.  
This is confirmed by standardised measures of progress.  A very large majority of 
parental responses to their questionnaires indicate that they are happy with the 
progress their children make.  

3.6 Pupils have positive attitudes to their work and take pride in their achievements both 
inside and beyond the classroom.  The majority are focused and motivated, enjoying 
and showing interest in their learning and becoming involved in the many learning 
activities presented to them.  
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3.(b) The contribution of curricular and extra-curricular provision

3.7 The contribution of curricular and extra-curricular provision is excellent.  

3.8 Curricular and extra-curricular provision reflects the aims of the school and provides 
an extremely secure foundation for learning and achievement.  Pupils enjoy 
academic challenges and opportunities to explore a wealth of learning environments 
both indoors and outdoors.  

3.9 The curriculum is securely planned and constructed and it ensures that all areas of 
learning are recognised and given appropriate attention and value.  Literacy and 
numeracy are given particularly high focus in respect of the external academic 
examinations the majority of pupils sit during Year 2.  Through effective cross-
curricular links pupils discover and explore a range of science and humanities topics.  
Specialist teaching in French, music and PE enriches the core curriculum, based on 
the National Curriculum subjects, and enhances the pupils’ learning experience.  
Regular, carefully planned and executed themed weeks such as those entitled 
‘science’, ‘books’ and ‘creative’ motivate the pupils and enable them to explore and 
focus on specific areas.  A new initiative in outdoor education using the orchard is 
highly popular and adds a further dimension to the school’s rich learning 
environment.  

3.10 A wide range of educational visits together with professional visitors such as authors 
and theatre companies are organised, and these are linked successfully to the areas 
of the curriculum.  They bring learning further to life and contribute effectively to the 
pupils’ achievement.  

3.11 The needs of individual pupils are clearly identified and considered.  These are 
communicated to staff, who provide excellent variation in tasks to meet the needs of 
every pupil, including the more able, and those with EAL or SEND.  

3.12 Curriculum areas are well resourced.  The recommendation of the previous 
inspection, to ensure all subject co-ordinators complete full inventories of resources 
in their subjects, has been met.  There is, however, limited provision for the 
integrated use of ICT in curriculum subjects.  This inhibits opportunities for pupils to 
use ICT as a learning tool outside a designated weekly ICT lesson.  

3.13 The school has forged excellent links with the local community and these, which 
include an award-winning travel plan, extend the pupils’ learning and knowledge.  
Representatives from local services and professions such as fire-fighters, 
policemen, doctors and dentists all visit the school.  At regular cultural events 
parents are encouraged to share their own, different cultures with the pupils, which 
widens their horizons.  A range of charities are supported, making pupils aware of 
those less fortunate than themselves in both local and worldwide communities.  

3.14 The curriculum is enhanced by an exceptionally broad programme of extra-curricular 
activities and opportunities which are available across the week for all pupils.  
Taught by specialist staff, the range includes intellectual, practical, artistic, sporting, 
musical, dramatic and environmental interests.  

3.15 Virtually all parents who responded to their pre-inspection questionnaire are happy 
with the areas of experience and subjects which their children are offered, and a 
very large majority consider that the school provides a good range of extra-curricular 
activities.  Parents indicated a high level of satisfaction with provision for the more 
able pupils.  
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3.(c) The contribution of teaching   

3.16 The contribution of teaching is excellent.

3.17 Creative and often inspirational teaching enables pupils to make good and, at times, 
rapid progress.  It effectively supports the aims of the school.  Teaching fosters a 
positive attitude to discovery and learning throughout the school, and this has an 
impact on the confidence which pupils show in class.  Lessons are extremely well 
planned and based on an accurate understanding of the pupils’ needs.  Detailed 
planning, informed by in-depth knowledge, understanding and appreciation of pupils’ 
interests and needs and enhanced by a welcoming, safe and stimulating 
environment, ensures that pupils enjoy lessons.  

3.18 The high expectations of the pupils’ work evident in teaching encourage their 
excellent achievement.  Excellent marking is helpful and encouraging.  At times, 
pupils are asked to mark and evaluate their own work or the work of a partner; the 
ensuing discussions aid their understanding and learning.  Marking and assessment 
are productively focused on guiding improvement, and ensure that each pupil has a 
clear understanding of their strengths and areas for development.  Frequent praise 
for the pupils’ efforts enables them to feel positive and eager to learn.  

3.19 Nearly all teaching employs methods which demonstrate good subject knowledge, 
excellent management of time and use of the generous resources available.  All this 
ensures that the interest and attention of the pupils is held and they are well 
motivated to learn by the bright and vibrant environment.  The teaching of literacy 
and numeracy is particularly strong.  The specialist teaching of French, music and 
PE ensures that the majority of pupils have secure understanding and the 
opportunity to make rapid overall progress.  Teaching shows a command of the 
subject or topic, infectious enthusiasm and a strong grasp of positive behaviour 
management techniques.  It is innovative, imaginative and briskly paced.  Lively 
behaviour at times in the classroom is dealt with very skilfully.  Teaching highly 
successfully fosters interest and independence, and provides sufficient challenge to 
all, including the more able.

3.20 The pupils’ attainment is regularly assessed using a range of standardised tests, 
particularly in reading and spelling.  The school makes use of this information to 
identify those who require additional support and those who are most able, and to 
closely monitor the pupils’ progress.  Teaching is skilfully adapted to the pupils’ 
different capabilities and needs and successfully supports pupils with SEND and 
EAL.  The requirements set out in statements of special educational needs are very 
effectively met because of the close co-operation between class teachers and the 
special educational needs co-ordinator  

3.21 Teaching is supported by a variety of resources inside and outside the classroom, 
including the attractive and well-resourced library.  Interactive whiteboards are used 
extensively to engage the pupils’ interest, although use of ICT by pupils to aid their 
learning is limited.  A generous allocation of skilled classroom assistants is efficiently 
deployed and benefits the pupils greatly.  
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4. THE QUALITY OF THE PUPILS’ PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

4.(a) The spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of the pupils

4.1 The spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of the pupils is excellent.  

4.2 The pupils’ personal qualities develop extremely well by the time they leave the 
school.  In accordance with its aim, the school provides pupils with a safe, 
supportive and enriching environment and they steadily increase in confidence, self-
assurance and awareness of themselves.  They co-operate well, share resources 
and learn how to take turns.  They are able to describe their experiences at school 
very confidently, and are happy to ask for help from their friends and adults when 
necessary.  

4.3 Pupils enjoy visiting a nearby church for special services.  Pupils are increasingly 
aware of the importance of special occasions, and days with a spiritual association 
are promoted and respected throughout the school community.  By welcoming 
visitors of different faiths into school to explain their special days, pupils also 
successfully develop their capacity to understand and respect ideas from different 
religions and cultural backgrounds.  

4.4 Pupils have a strong and mature moral sense of right and wrong for their age.  They 
are beginning to think for themselves, to take responsibility for making the correct 
choice and for finding the best solution to a problem.  In conversation, pupils are 
able to explain the school’s ‘golden rules’ and how they can earn or lose ‘golden 
time’.  

4.5 The social development of pupils is strong.  Pupils have a high level of confidence 
for their age developed in response to many opportunities to take part in assemblies, 
concerts, productions, and sporting activities.  Assemblies engender a feeling of 
community and the pupils’ self-worth is recognised in the weekly achievement 
assembly, when they receive reward stickers or certificates for work, effort and 
behaviour.  These enable them to be proud of their own efforts and they show an 
appreciation of the achievement of others.  As playground buddies to younger 
pupils, Year 2 pupils are encouraged to be responsible helpers and they happily 
undertake tasks for the good of the school community.  Pupils look beyond their 
school to help others through fundraising and by collecting for local and national 
charities.  The contributions of Year 2 to the school’s ecological travel plan and 
recycling arrangements illustrate their understanding of the need to conserve the 
environment.  

4.6 Pupils display an excellent cultural awareness for their age, particularly of Western 
cultural traditions.  They develop an age-appropriate knowledge and understanding 
of some of the practices of the major world cultures and faiths.  This is in response 
to religious studies lessons, assemblies and talks from parents and their peers about 
festivals such as Hanukah, Diwali and Eid.  Visits to art galleries, museums, and 
other places of interest enrich their classroom experience.  The pupils’ awareness of 
other cultures is enhanced in their French lessons, and when school friends from 
other countries tell them about their everyday activities.  Through watching children’s 
news programmes during snack times, pupils become familiar with a variety of 
British and international issues.  
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4.(b) The contribution of arrangements for pastoral care

4.7 The contribution of arrangements for pastoral care is excellent.  

4.8 The staff provide effective support and guidance for the pupils in fulfilment of the 
school’s aims.  They work closely with parents.  Excellent lines of communication 
are maintained between school and home through the use of reading records and 
home-link books.  Pupils feel secure in the knowledge that their home and school 
are working together.  Thoughtful arrangements are made to ensure a smooth 
transition for pupils moving to a new stage.  

4.9 Relationships are positive between staff and pupils, and among the pupils 
themselves.  Pupils say that they are happy and enjoy their experiences at school.  
Strong pastoral care is embedded throughout the school.  Staff know all the pupils 
very well and pupils share their thoughts and ideas confidently with them.  The 
pupils know they can approach and seek assurance from any adult in the school.  
The views of pupils are ascertained during class discussions, circle time and 
assemblies.  

4.10 The school encourages all its pupils towards a healthy lifestyle through sensible 
eating, regular exercise and a sensitive awareness of emotional concerns.  Year 1 
pupils can explain what constitutes a healthy snack.  Pupils enjoy thoughtfully 
planned, healthy lunches.  Opportunities for regular exercise on playgrounds, 
playing fields, and in weekly swimming sessions support awareness of healthy living.  

4.11 Staff strongly encourage positive behaviour, which is recognised and rewarded at 
achievement assemblies.  Pupils know and understand the golden rules, and 
thoughtful self-appraisal is encouraged.  The school has suitable measures to guard 
against bullying.  Pupils understand the concepts of unkindness and bullying and 
can tell the difference between them.  Instances of unkindness and disagreements 
are dealt with swiftly, fairly and effectively by alert and pro-active staff.  

4.12 The school has a comprehensive, carefully considered plan, adapted as required for 
individual needs and disabilities, to ensure that pupils with different abilities and 
needs are all well cared for.  

4.(c) The contribution of arrangements for welfare, health and safety

4.13 The contribution of arrangements for welfare, health and safety is excellent.

4.14 The range of policies and guidelines, written and overseen by staff, management 
and governors, is robust, comprehensive and clearly implemented.  High quality and 
regular safeguarding training is given and correct procedures are followed 
meticulously.  The school enjoys excellent relationships with external agencies and 
follows their advice.  Updates in safer recruitment from the College human resources 
department ensure that appointment checks are systematically carried out.  

4.15 Emphasis on welfare, health and safety is evident throughout all areas of the school 
and arrangements are detailed, extensive, effective and carefully monitored.  Staff 
are well trained and understand the need for collective responsibility with regard to 
identifying and resolving welfare, health and safety issues.  Health and safety is a 
regular discussion point on the weekly staff meeting agenda and all staff give this 
extremely high priority.  Pupils are also involved; older pupils discussed in their circle 
time an awareness of how to stay safe when walking on busy roads.  Junior road 
safety officers have training and support from the local authority.  
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4.16 The school has highly effective arrangements to reduce risks from fire and other 
hazards; it carries out regular fire drills and all appliances are suitably checked and 
serviced.  

4.17 A formalised electronic system for sharing information about pupils with specific 
health needs or issues, such as allergies, is used throughout the school and makes 
a helpful contribution to pupils’ welfare.  Many staff have first-aid qualifications; 
suitable arrangements are made for pupils who are unwell during the school day and 
the school has full access to the College medical centre.  

4.18 Detailed plans ensure the welfare, health and safety of any pupils with special 
needs.  The admission and attendance registers are accurately recorded and 
properly maintained.  
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5. THE EFFECTIVENESS OF GOVERNANCE, LEADERSHIP AND 
MANAGEMENT

5.(a) The quality of governance

5.1 The quality of governance is excellent.

5.2 The governing body provide excellent oversight of the school; its members are kept 
well informed through regular updates and an annual report from the head.  They 
are extremely well-qualified and effective in the fulfilment of their responsibilities for 
high educational standards, and for efficient financial planning.  Well-considered 
provision is made for arrangements for training governors.  

5.3 Since the previous inspections, governors have made continued investment in the 
school, providing pleasant, spacious classroom accommodation and resources of 
high quality.  This gives well-qualified staff the opportunity to provide appropriate 
challenges and opportunities for the pupils, who enjoy a wealth of different learning 
environments.  Attractive playgrounds and gardens, and stimulating classrooms give 
much pleasure, and offer excellent educational opportunities to all pupils.  The 
governing body has a clear insight into the working of the school.  One governor has 
a particular interest in and responsibility for the EYFS and Years 1 and 2 and is a 
regular visitor.  Constructive oversight of academic standards, pastoral care, health 
and safety and of safeguarding enhances the school’s provision.  Other governors 
attend special events, observe lessons during each visit, meet the staff and report 
back to the governing body.  Governors are extremely effective in their monitoring 
role and have high expectations of the school.  

5.4 The responsibilities held by the governing body for statutory requirements are taken 
extremely seriously and meticulously fulfilled.  These include child protection 
arrangements throughout the school, and an annual review of safeguarding is 
undertaken effectively.  

5.(b) The quality of leadership and management, including links with 
parents, carers and guardians

5.5 The quality of leadership and management, including links with parents, carers and 
guardians, is excellent.  

5.6 At all levels of responsibility, the leadership and management of the school are 
highly effective in achieving the aims of the school.  The well-considered child-
centred approach to the aims is fundamental to the school’s success and guides all 
its policies and their implementation, in particular the safeguarding of its pupils.  The 
happiness and achievement of each individual child is of paramount importance to 
the entire staff.  

5.7 The leadership and management are highly successful in providing a secure 
foundation for the education of the pupils and giving clear direction for their future 
learning and development.  This ensures the excellent achievement and personal 
development of the pupils.  

5.8 Senior managers continually and effectively evaluate policies and plans, set 
priorities and monitor the implementation and progress of these.  The school 
development plan identifies the targets for the different sections of the school 
extremely well and senior management steadily works towards their achievement.  
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5.9 A major strength is the appointment of staff of high quality with high expectations.  
Staff promote and value the school’s philosophy of pupils initially learning through 
play, and build well on the foundations laid in the EYFS.  Professional development, 
well-considered in-service training and appraisal are other important factors in the 
success of the school.  Careful arrangements are made to ensure consistency and 
continuity in teaching and staffing; Year 1 teachers move up to Year 2 with their 
classes.  

5.10 Significant emphasis is given to training staff for their roles in safeguarding and 
ensuring the health and safety of their pupils; recruitment procedures to check staff, 
volunteers and governors are meticulously carried out.  

5.11 The school fosters highly constructive relationships with parents through its effective 
communication systems, and the many and varied opportunities they are given to be 
involved in school life.  The strong partnership that is developed with parents in the 
EYFS is maintained as pupils progress through the school.  

5.12 In their responses to their questionnaire, parents were overwhelmingly supportive of 
almost all aspects of the school.  They are particularly appreciative of the progress 
their children make, the way parents are encouraged to be involved in the life and 
work of the school, and that parents can communicate easily with the school, share 
any concerns and receive timely responses.  They are unanimous that their children 
are happy and safe and well looked after, and that the school achieves high 
standards of behaviour.  

5.13 A few parents were not satisfied with the information they are given about their 
child’s progress.  Inspection evidence does not support this view.  At the end of the 
summer term all parents receive a full and very informative report on the progress 
made by their children, which includes helpful targets.  A further interim report, 
termly setting of personal targets and regular parents’ meetings during the school 
year help to keep parents well informed of progress and the ways in which their child 
can improve.  

5.14 Staff are readily available to parents at the beginning and end of each day.  They 
can be contacted by email and virtually all parents agreed they receive timely 
responses.  The school’s ‘open door’ policy allows the vast majority of queries or 
concerns to be dealt with swiftly and informally.  The school’s appropriate policy for 
handling complaints is available to parents and the school adheres to the stated 
procedures.  

5.15 Parents have many opportunities to be involved in the work and progress of their 
children.  Contact books and other means of daily contact ensure beneficial 
communication between home and school.  Parents are invited to information 
evenings on a variety of subjects which help them to gain greater insight into 
teaching and learning.  Parents are encouraged to support a variety of activities, 
including school productions, concerts and ‘stay and play’ sessions.  They also 
assist on outings.  The particular expertise of parents is used to extend learning 
opportunities by talking about their professions or events and celebrations of other 
cultures.  

5.16 The thriving Friends of DUCKS organises regular social and fundraising events, the 
proceeds of which benefit worthwhile charities as well as the school, illustrated by 
the recent purchase of wet weather gear for the kindergarten to wear when taking 
part in outdoor educational activities.  
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5.17 The developing website, new school prospectus and parent’s handbooks provide 
current and prospective parents with detailed, relevant and required information.  
DUCKS post, a fully embedded electronic communication system for parents and 
staff, is a particularly appreciated means of contact and keeps parents well informed 
of all school activities.  

5.18 What the school should do to improve is given at the beginning of the report 
in section 2.
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6. THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION 
STAGE

6.(a) How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of 
children who attend

6.1 The setting makes outstanding provision in meeting the needs of the range of 
children who attend.  Excellent educational programmes help all children to reach, 
and in many cases exceed, age-appropriate levels of development.  All children are 
extremely well supported, including children with additional needs, and they are very 
well prepared for each stage of their learning.  Detailed planning and regular 
assessments enable individual next steps to be identified and suitably implemented.  
An excellent balance of adult-led and child-initiated activities matches individual 
needs and stages of development.  Appropriate emphasis is placed on personal, 
social and emotional development, communication and language, and physical 
development for children under three particularly, to ensure firm foundations are set 
for future learning.  The older children benefit from specialist teaching in music, 
French, physical education, dance and many extra-curricular activities, which 
significantly enriches their learning experience.

6.2 All adults have very high expectations, and they enthuse, engage and motivate 
children through a wide variety of exciting and challenging learning opportunities, 
both indoors and outside.  The younger children regularly visit the orchard which, as 
their forest, provides exciting active learning and unlimited opportunities for 
exploration and risk taking.  This greatly assists their learning and development.  
Teachers of the older children have recently received training to use woodland 
learning environments and are keen to extend this provision across the setting.  
Conscientious staff ensure all individual needs are very well met and good progress 
is made by all children.  

6.3 Relationships with parents are outstanding and staff work closely with them to 
ensure children settle happily into school.  These excellent partnerships are most 
beneficial to the children’s learning and development.  In their responses to the pre-
inspection questionnaire parents showed overwhelming support and appreciation for 
the setting.  They feel well informed about progress and appreciate that their 
children feel happy and safe at school.  Reports give detailed and clear information 
about the each child’s development and progress.  

6.(b) The contribution of the early years provision to children’s well-
being 

6.4 Provision for children’s well-being is outstanding.  Well-qualified staff and generous 
ratios of staff to children ensure that all children, including those under three and 
those with additional needs, are extremely well known and well cared for.  Key 
people are highly effective in ensuring that all children form very strong relationships 
not only with one adult but with other staff.  This helps children to feel confident in 
new situations and different areas of the setting.  Adults promote the excellent 
standards of behaviour expected.  From a young age children treat each other with 
respect.  High priority is given to the children’s happiness.  All adults act as excellent 
role models so that children know how to play co-operatively and imaginatively, and 
they explore their richly resourced environments independently.  
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6.5 From an early age children are taught how to manage their personal hygiene.  Care 
practices, particularly for the babies and youngest children, are strong.  All children 
are given many opportunities to be physically active and older children know that 
exercise is important.  Healthy eating is strongly promoted.  Transitions between 
different stages are carefully managed and ensure all children are sensitively 
prepared for the next stage of their learning.

6.(c) The leadership and management of the early years provision

6.6 Leadership and management are outstanding.  Governance is highly effective and 
based on a thorough knowledge and understanding of the EYFS requirements.  The 
setting fulfils its responsibilities very successfully in meeting the learning and 
development requirements of the EYFS.  The children’s well-being and safeguarding 
are given high priority at all times, creating a warm, welcoming and stimulating 
learning environment for all children.  

6.7 The cohesive leadership team have high aspirations and a clear vision for the 
continuing development of the setting.  Regular, rigorous self-evaluation provides a 
continuous review of practice and appropriately challenging targets for improvement 
are set.  

6.8 Managers support staff highly effectively through supervision arrangements and 
appraisal; staff training needs are identified and met.  This has a significant impact 
on the quality of teaching and learning.  

6.9 Excellent partnerships with parents and external agencies have been established, 
which contribute greatly to all children’s development.  All adults work extremely 
hard to promote a positive and inclusive atmosphere and excellent teamwork makes 
a strong contribution to the progress of all children.  

6.(d) The overall quality and standards of the early years provision

6.10 The overall quality and standards of the early years provision are outstanding.  
Highly dedicated and enthusiastic staff enable children of all abilities, including those 
with EAL or SEND, to make good and sometimes rapid progress overall in relation to 
their individual starting points.  All children are effective communicators, attentive 
listeners and active learners.  Their personal and social development is excellent.  
Babies are very contented and happy and this continues as children develop.  
Children access resources with increasing confidence.  They are able to share, take 
turns and they display increasing levels of independence in all they do.  The 
youngest children enjoy stories, rhymes and songs.  Reception children express 
themselves articulately.  They use their increasing knowledge of phonics to aid their 
reading and to write simple sentences independently.  In mathematics they are able 
to work competently with numbers to 20 and beyond, and add and subtract 
accurately.  Children manipulate a computer mouse with increasing dexterity.  

6.11 Welfare and safeguarding procedures are secure, and risk assessments and fire 
procedures well known.  The setting has a strong capacity for continuous 
improvement and the recommendation from the previous inspection to improve the 
quality of the toilets in the outside area has been fully met.  The setting provides all 
children with firm foundations and gives them opportunities to learn in a safe, 
emotionally secure, extremely happy and stimulating environment.  
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Compliance with statutory requirements for children under three 

6.12 The school’s registered provision for childcare meets the requirements of the 
Childcare Act 2006 and no action is required.

Section 2 includes any identified action the Early Years Foundation Stage is 
recommended to take in order to improve its provision.  




