
 

 

Dear Parents, OAs, and friends of Dulwich College, 

The Annual Fund 
As another busy academic year unfolds, I am reminded of the words of Lyra, the heroine of Philip 
Pullman’s Amber Spyglass:  

“Responsibility and delight can coexist.” 
As Master of Dulwich College, with more than 70 acres and 1,700 pupils in my care, I have a keen sense of 

responsibility. But my days are also full of delight, as I catch Alleynians and OAs performing at the 

Edinburgh Fringe or as I weave through our pat-ball courts as I cycle around our campus, or as I lead a 

seminar for our LitSoc or the History Society. 

The classrooms, stages and fields of Dulwich are full of promise. The promise of problems to be solved, 

symphonies to be performed, friendships to be made, tries to be converted, stories to be written and 

read. My staff is committed to ensuring we have the best programmes and facilities to fulfil these 

promises. Dulwich College, in its 398th year, is the vibrant institution our Founder intended. We’ve 

introduced philosophy and dance (not at the same time) into the Junior School. In the Upper School 

we’re offering new A Level Plus courses, such as Finance and Law to prepare our boys from what comes 

next, academically and professionally. We’ve changed our timetable to better serve all our pupils and we 

continue to improve the landscape and our facilities to ensure they are fit for purpose for the delivery of 

a first class 21st century education, rooted as appropriate in a commitment to what is best in traditional 

and innovative learning; preparing boys well for public exams, but ensuring that they realise that they 

have as much to learn beyond the classroom and formal curriculum as they do within it.    

As a school master for more than 25 years and a father of three, I appreciate that independent education 

asks a great deal of parents. I also appreciate that we live in particularly uncertain times. I understand 

there are demands on all our resources and many excellent charities to support. I serve, and have served, 

as a Trustee of twelve arts, education and social enterprise charities. I believe education is the greatest 

force we have for social cohesion and mobility.  

Dulwich College remains committed to providing wider access and recruiting the most able boys 

regardless of financial background. I take pride in our diverse community. Dulwich boys are constantly 

motivating and learning from one another, and the great majority of them leave us as confident, well-

rounded young men. That is a delightful journey to steward, and with it comes the responsibility to find 

the funds to pay for it.   

As a charity, the College depends on the philanthropic support of our community. This year we are 

launching The Annual Fund to provide unrestricted gifts to help the College respond to evolving needs. 

We are asking every member of the Dulwich community for support. Your contribution—no matter what 

the size—will strengthen the College today and in the future. You will hear more about this effort from 

volunteers and staff. We are delighted that an anonymous donor has pledged a pound-for-pound match 

on all Annual Fund donations this year, up to £25,000. 

I write today to thank you in anticipation for your consideration, and to assure you we do not make our 

appeals lightly. We believe our mission—academic excellence in a nurturing, but challenging 

environment, together with a commitment to social justice —is worthy of support and we hope you do, 

too.  

As ever,  

 


