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Introduction 

This booklet provides an overview of the curriculum in Year 9, including descriptions of the content 

of all the subject courses your son will follow.   It will not of course provide answers to all the 

questions you may have about your son’s learning - we warmly invite you to take up the 

opportunities through the academic year to talk with us about those – but it will give you a sense of 

how we structure Year 9 to work towards the next stage of your son’s education and the five aims 

of the College: 

 

• Our primary duty is to ensure that all our pupils are offered the right academic 

challenge and fulfil their academic potential (but we believe strongly that they have a 

great deal to learn and much to enjoy in all they do beyond, as well as in, their formal 

lessons); 

 

• We hope to create an environment which promotes an independent work ethic and 

encourages all pupils to acquire a love of learning; 

 

• We look to provide a wide range of sporting, cultural and adventurous activities for 

pupils to enjoy and through which they can learn to work co-operatively and to take a 

lead; 

  

• We are committed to nurturing a supportive community which encourages a sense of 

social responsibility, and spiritual and personal development; 

  

• We want to ensure that pupils from a variety of backgrounds can feel secure and 

equally valued.  

 

 

As the first aim states, there are many opportunities for boys to learn at school; this document 

describes only those that are timetabled, and other information will already have been sent, or will 

follow this booklet, to alert you and your son to those.   

We want to do all we can to make the five aims real for every boy, and we value an honest dialogue 

with parents very highly.  We know that parents can hesitate to come forward, but we do want to 

encourage you at the outset to share with us any questions or concerns that may arise in your son’s 

experience of school, either through his Form Tutor or directly to Dr Nick Black, the Head of Middle 

School blacknd@dulwich.org.uk .    
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The Curriculum 

In Year 9 the curriculum is designed on the following principles: 

Breadth, so that boys are exposed to the full spectrum of areas of learning (linguistic, mathematical, 

scientific, technological, creative, literary, spiritual, moral, physical, cultural and social); 

Balance, so that boys develop appropriately in each of these areas; 

Relevance, so that boys see the reasons for learning in each of these areas; 

Resourcing, so that boys are taught in groups of a suitable size in well-equipped accommodation, by 

well-qualified teachers. 

There are 40 timetabled lessons per week and these are divided as follows: 

 

Subject Number of lessons 

English 4 

Mathematics 4 

French/Spanish 4 

Second language 4 

History 2 

Geography 2 

Religious & Theology 2 

Biology 3 

Chemistry 3 

Physics 3 

Art / Design and Technology 2 

Music / Well-being 1 

Drama  1 

Physical Education 1 

 

The remaining lessons are given to: 

• two periods of Games  

• two Assembly/Form Tutor periods  (Monday and Friday, period 1)   

There are ten Forms in Year 9, and most lessons are taught in Form groups.  The Form Tutor usually 

teaches a Form in his/her subject in addition to registering the Form every day.   

All boys take the same subjects with the exception of the first and second language.  The first 

language must be that taken since Year 7 (either Spanish or French) and the second is chosen from 

French, Spanish, German, Chinese or Latin. The paired subjects in the table above are half-year 

courses, for which each Form is taught in half-groups.   
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The School Day and the Timetable 

Every school day has 8 timetabled lessons of 35 minutes: 

 

Registration 0835 – 0845 

Period 1 0850 – 0925 

Period 2 0930 – 1005 

Period 3 1010 – 1045 

Break 1045 – 1110 

Period 4 1110 – 1145 

Period 5 1150 – 1225 

Period 6 1230 – 1305 

Lunch 1305 – 1430 

Period 7 1430 – 1510 

Period 8 1515 – 1550 

 

Prep (homework) forms an important part of the learning routine and up to three preps of 40 

minutes will be set each weekday night.  Full details of the College Prep Policy can be found on the 

Parents’ Portal.  

Assessment 

We know that one of the most important ways in which boys improve in a subject is through the 

dialogue between each individual pupil and the subject teacher.  This dialogue takes different forms, 

but comes mainly through written comments in books, oral feedback in lessons, assessment grades 

and subject reports. 

While much good feedback is informal, formal assessments are important measuring points for the 

boys and for you as parents.  Assessment grades are awarded every half-term, when each subject 

teacher will award a grade for Effort and a grade for Attainment. 

In Year 9, we want boys to get into good routines for learning, to find their work interesting and 

rewarding, and to grow in confidence when tackling academic challenges.   Effort grades assess their 

progress in these areas and, in outline, are awarded according to the following criteria: 

 

1 Excellent 
Always curious and resourceful, and actively embraces intellectual 

challenges 

2 Good 
Usually resourceful, interested and hard-working, with the occasional 

lapse 

3 Inconsistent 
Attitude and learning routines are sometimes below the standard 

expected 

4 Poor 
Attitude and learning routines are often below the standard 

expected 

 

If boys can get their effort right, we believe they will fulfil their academic potential, so greater 

attention will be given to these grades in the first instance.   

The Attainment grade in each subject (A, B, C or D) will show the standard of work reached relative 

to that which we would expect of Dulwich boys.  This will usually be based on a test that is taken 

during the term, alongside the classwork and prep completed since the last grade was awarded. In 

broad terms, an A grade means that a boy is attaining a level above that expected at this stage, a B 
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grade shows attainment at the level expected, a C grade just below what we expect and D grade 

significantly below what we would expect.   

Learning in Year 9 should be an enjoyable and rewarding experience for your son, without any of the 

immediate pressures of public examinations, but equally putting in place the attitudes and skills that 

will enable him to cope well in his years further up the College.  We very much hope that this will be 

your son’s experience through this academic year. 

 

 

Mr D A P King 

Deputy Master (Academic) 

January 2017 
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Full Year Courses 

Drama 

 

All boys have a Drama lesson in Year 9, taught as a Form throughout the year.  Boys learn practical 

performance skills as well as techniques associated with production design. The Year 9 course aims 

to draw together drama techniques developed in earlier years and build upon them in preparation 

for further academic study.  

Boys will see at least one piece of Live Theatre; where some of the techniques employed by the 

performer(s)/designer(s) will act as a stimulus for practical work.  We will also use the show to 

discuss audience response and dramatic technique; our aim is to encourage students to be 

appreciative and critical audience members.  

 

During Year 9 we will introduce boys to a range of performance genre including: 

• Physical Theatre  

• Polemical Theatre linked to verbatim writing styles 

• Realism – inhabiting a character to create a truthful performance based around creating 

tension & suspense for an audience 

• The conventions of mask-work including reference to some or all of the following 

• The Neutral Mask 

• Commedia dell’Arte 

• Trestle naïve masks 

The development of pupils’ communication skills is a high priority.  In practical work students are 

encouraged to work in creative teams, learning devising techniques and decision-making skills. 

By the end of the course all boys are expected to be competent in basic stagecraft as well as have a 

sound grasp of performance analysis.  

 

Mrs K Norton-Smith  
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English 

The English Department plays a central role in Dulwich’s social, cultural and intellectual life.  We aim 

to create an enjoyably open and productive classroom atmosphere underpinned by hard work, 

discipline and a determination to achieve the highest standards, where discussion can reflect the 

reality of pupils’ own experiences. 

 

Boys are encouraged to develop an enthusiasm for using language ambitiously and imaginatively in 

all that they do, and to talk in different situations with confidence, precision and self-awareness.  

Nurturing a lasting enjoyment of English, fostering a creative imagination within the boys, and 

stimulating an interest, expertise and excitement in responding to literature are at the core of our 

work.  Pupils’ reading and class discussion of current issues is frequently used as a starting point for 

different kinds of writing, which include narratives, letters, reports, scripts, advertisements, diaries, 

speeches, leaflets and articles. 

 

The department is responsible for teaching boys to write, spell and punctuate accurately, and takes 

a lead in helping other departments to do the same.  Accordingly, Middle School pupils are expected 

to have a sound grasp of the grammatical structures and conventions of our language.  They should 

be able to write fluently and stylishly about personal experience in their own voice, show ability in 

structuring and planning essays, and be proficient in analysing characters and themes in the books 

they have studied.  Orally, pupils will be expected to contribute willingly to class discussion, to read 

aloud at sight with understanding and clarity, and to show competence when undertaking 

presentations, speeches, role-play and debates. 

 

Year 9 boys will be introduced to increasingly complex material and encouraged to write more 

formal literary responses in preparation for the rigours of GCSE; we aim to have pupils writing lucid, 

cogent, well-structured essays before they begin Year 10.  Study-skills, linked to note-taking and to 

the preparation of essays, are taught and practised in a purposeful, progressive fashion at this level.  

To complement pupils’ wide reading, we use films, the internet and other technological resources 

to provide a range of learning opportunities in which all can participate. 

 

Boys have the opportunity to work in the Wodehouse Library each week, where they can undertake 

independent reading, project work, research and other group activities; we hope pupils will enjoy 

reading in their own time.  The department works in close liaison with parents through our 

Homework Reading Scheme, designed to record and celebrate the variety and pace of individual 

reading across the academic year. 

 

Homework is an essential tool in the establishing of routines which support independent learning, 

and our policy is always to mark written work thoroughly and diagnostically.  All forms in Year 9 

undertake core-curricular work devised by the department, including whole-text study of a 

Shakespeare play, and there is an assessment at the end of each year which takes account of the 

results of an examination, regular homework and classwork, and imaginative writing.   

 

There are regular occasions when pupils can showcase their talents in House and Form 

Competitions, which include poetry recitation, poetry writing, script writing and debating. 

 

Mr R F Sutton 
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Games 

All Middle School Games is taught with the objective of improving pupils’ performance and 

understanding of sport in an enjoyable atmosphere so that they may wish to continue participation 

further up the College and when they leave Dulwich.  

 

All pupils here have a Games afternoon, which is equivalent to two periods per week.  The principal 

games played in all year groups are rugby, hockey, football, and cricket.  Opportunities are also 

provided to experience other sports, including athletics, rowing, fencing and tennis.  As boys move 

up the Middle School a deeper list of options becomes available which includes basketball, 

badminton, fitness, cycling, golf, martial arts, rowing, softball, squash, swimming and water 

polo.  The range and nature of the options available varies from term to term and from year-to-year. 

The focus in the Games lessons is on acquiring skills and an understanding of the sports involved.  

 

School teams are selected and operated using a squad system.  In addition to practices during Games 

periods, they usually practise on two other occasions per week - during lunchtime or after 

school.   Representative fixtures are run in a wide range of activities.  Some of these take place during 

the week, although the major fixture day is Saturday when up to 30 teams may be representing the 

College. We also run individual coaching sessions in the main College sports where pupils are able 

to work with ex-international sportsmen.  

 

In addition, the Games programme also incorporates part of the inter-House 

competition.  Competitions are organised in all the principal sports as well as many of the optional 

ones.  The House competition also involves a wide range of cultural activities.  These include art, 

chess, debating, drama, general knowledge, music and photography.  The range of competitions 

should allow all pupils to participate for their House. 

 

Mr M Burdekin 
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Geography 

Michaelmas term 1 – Living off Earth’s resources 

Pupils begin the year by assessing the big picture of Earth’s natural resources.  The world’s 

population is growing fast and our demands are growing too. So every year, we use more and more 

of Earth’s resources. Pupils will learn about renewable and non-renewable resources, physical and 

economic water scarcity, its impacts and management strategies. They will also learn about why 

desertification is a major world problem. The module will conclude with a study of oil and future 

energy security.     

 

Michaelmas term 2 – Mapping the Middle East 

This unit is about the Middle East, a hot and dry region that is oil rich. Pupils will learn about the 

region’s physical and human geography, including its long history of conflict and the complexities of 

geopolitics in the region today. This module has been designed to integrate map skills and ICT skills 

to prepare the boys for GCSE. There will be opportunities to use Excel for spreadsheet data analysis 

and the creation of more complex climate graphs.    

 

Lent term – Our restless planet 

In this unit we will introduce aspects of natural hazards that boys will develop further, should they 

chose to study Geography at GCSE. This module will investigate the science behind Earth’s tectonic 

plates, earthquakes, volcanoes and tsunamis.  We will also look at hazard management strategies 

and how people live in tectonic regions and respond to hazardous events. 

 

Summer term 1 – Earning a living 

Pupils will learn about global employment and employment structures.  How employment has 

changed over time and the impacts of globalisation to the changing world economy. 

 

Summer term 2 – International Development 

The previous module feeds into this unit and links ideas about globalisation to world 

development.  Pupils will study development indicators and the historical, environmental and 

political factors responsible for the development gap. Concluding with a topical study of European 

migration and escaping from poverty.   

 

Miss J K Woolley 
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History 
The course in Year 9 is intended to introduce pupils to the ‘long’ nineteenth century, ending with 

the First World War.  It, therefore, acts as a prelude to the IGCSE course. The course in Year 9 can be 

divided into three elements: 

 

• three days that made the nineteenth century (based on three department booklets): 

Trafalgar, 21st October 1805, looking at the theme of Seapower; Lincoln elected President, 

6th November 1860, introducing The First Modern War; and Stanley meets Livingstone, 10th 

November 1871, and The Scramble for Africa; 

• the Origins of the First World War – Josh Brooman, The End of Old Europe; 

• the First World War – Walsh, Modern World; Brooman, The Great War. 

 

Our Aims are: 

• To stimulate interest in and enjoyment of the study of History; 

• To acquire knowledge and understanding of 19th and early 20thCentury European history, 

forming some chronological link between the Year 8 course and Years 10/11 IGCSE course; 

• To encourage the development of skills, to enhance the pupils’ ability to study efficiently 

and to express themselves clearly, both on paper and in discussion and debate. 

 

Assessment Objectives 

Pupils will be encouraged to develop the following skills: 

• The recall, selection, organisation and deployment of the content tested in a  

range of ways including: regular, guided reading; précis; paragraph framing and essay 

writing; 

• How to use historical sources critically in their historical context by assessing  

their reliability, utility as evidence and consequent value to historians. 

 

Method of Assessment 

Assessment will be through a single end-of-year examination worth 75% of the final mark; and 

a coursework component, taken in the Lent term and worth 25% of the final mark. 

 

The Examination  

This will comprise of three short answers on the 19th Century turning points and on the causes and 

events of the First World War. This will be followed by an essay question.  

 

The Project 

This will involve research on Old Alleynians in the First World War. 

 

Mr D J Flower 
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Informatics (ICT and Programming)    

In the Middle School the boys follow an Informatics curriculum which has been designed by the staff 

at Dulwich College. Boys are periodically taken out of other lessons for time devoted to learning skills 

in line with the National Computing Scheme of Work. The syllabus is part of our whole school 

Informatics scheme of work and includes computer basics, software skills, e-safety and cyber 

security as well important programming skills. 

 

The skills are delivered through a series of modules which promote organisational skills and allow 

pupils to take responsibility for their own rate of progress. During these session boys cover 

computing fundamentals (file saving, social media use, saving files, cloud computing, back up and 

email) as well as skills in word processing, spreadsheets, presentations and web design which they 

need for their academic and co-curricular college work. 

 

There are online tutors, exercises together with an in-house designed formative assessment engine 

that enables pupils to progress at their own pace through the course by following their own 

individual learning plan. The skills they learn are re-enforced within the Middle School curriculum 

and they are expected to use these skills in their other academic subjects and demonstrate that they 

have used the skills correctly. Subject Heads regularly discuss the skills needed in their subject with 

the Director of IT. 

 

In addition, pupils are taught computational thinking skills and general programming. Boys work 

through online coding courses and are encouraged to develop html, css, Python and JavaScript. 

 

Dr A C Storey 
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Latin 

The Year 9 Latin course aims to increase the ability and confidence in reading and writing in Latin. 

This year builds on the work covered in the Lower School; we use books 3 and 4 of the Cambridge 

Latin Course and supplement these with our own workbooks.  We aim to cover the majority of 

grammar, syntax and assimilate the majority of vocabulary needed to complete the language papers 

at GCSE.  The end-of-year examination tests the comprehension and translation skills required for 

that qualification. 

 

Further to this, we introduce pupils to Roman poetry for the first time. Pupils are also invited to 

develop their translation skills by reading some of the amatory, comic and elegiac poetry of Catullus 

and producing their own original translations of his work. Pupils may also take a tour of Romano-

British sites at the end of the summer term.  In addition to the linguistic components of the course, 

pupils explore a variety of important aspects of Roman civilisation; these include:  

 

• the Roman occupation of Britain in the 1st century AD; 

• Agricola, the Roman governor of Britain; 

• the Roman army; 

• the architecture of Imperial Rome; 

• Roman imperial politics; 

• the Jewish revolt of AD 66-73. 

 

Furthermore, pupils are also given the opportunity to study Classical Greek for the first time as part 

of a society run throughout the school year. Many pupils have met this language at prep schools and 

we hope that this fun and enjoyable taster gives boys a feel for the subject before it is formally 

introduced to the timetable in Year 10. 

 

The department works hard to ensure that our teaching complements, in particular, the learning 

done both in modern languages and in the humanities.  

 

Dr J-M Hulls 
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Mathematics 

The Mathematics department aims to teach all pupils to think mathematically: rigorously, logically 

and creatively.  The syllabus encourages pupils to develop a positive attitude to Mathematics, 

including: confidence, enjoyment and perseverance; an appreciation of the interdependence of 

different branches of Mathematics; the knowledge, skills and understanding needed to apply a range 

of mathematical concepts to situations which may arise in their own lives; the skill to investigate 

mathematical ideas, and to test and prove their own hypotheses; an ability to use mathematics 

across the curriculum; and a firm foundation for appropriate further study.  

 

The programme of study for the Year 9 Mathematics course extends the ideas of Arithmetic, Algebra 

Shape, Space and Measure, and Handling Data covered previously.  There is revision, reinforcement 

and extension of topics that have been studied in previous years within each of these sections of the 

syllabus. 

 

Within Arithmetic pupils tackle ‘real-life’ problems involving VAT, percentage loss and profit, gross 

and net pay, savings and interest and the efficient use of the calculator for solving complicated 

problems.  The Algebra section contains topics including algebraic manipulation, factorisation and 

solution of factorisable quadratic equations, simultaneous equations, linear, quadratic and 

reciprocal graphs.  This part of the course contains the most abstract aspects of the course and is 

required for modelling most mathematical problems connecting with other parts of the 

syllabus.  Areas, volumes, finding unknown lengths and angles of right-angled triangles using 

trigonometry of complicated shapes are included in Shape, Space and Measures.  Handling Data 

covers probability and statistics, in which pupils are introduced to the idea of collecting data 

efficiently and without bias, and are taught how to interpret data sensibly via statistical diagrams 

and calculations. 

 

There are two types of Mathematics syllabus in Year 9 – standard and accelerated.  The accelerated 

syllabus is intended for those pupils who are thought to be able to cope with a faster pace and who 

could possibly take IGCSE Mathematics alongside the Additional Mathematics FSMQ (similar to the 

old OA level).   

 

All groups use either Higher GCSE Mathematics by D Rayner or Extended Mathematics for IGCSE by 

D Rayner.  Both books have plenty of stimulating questions for pupils to practise and support the 

two syllabuses, giving revision questions, straightforward problems and more demanding questions 

for them to tackle. 

 

All pupils must have a scientific calculator which performs at least the following operations: standard 

form, powers, square and cube roots, trigonometric ratios; and it must have at least one memory 

function.  They are encouraged to use calculators in lessons where applicable but they are taught to 

understand the underlying principles first. 

 

Year 9 pupils are encouraged to take part in the Intermediate Mathematical Challenge, a national 

mathematics competition with high scoring candidates invited to take part in the follow up rounds, 

e.g. the Intermediate Mathematical Olympiad. 

 

Mr C J Ottewill  
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Physical Education 

 
During Key Stage Four in Years 9 and 10 boys will experience seven week units of work in the 

following activities:  gymnastics, fitness with theory included, core weight training lifts and net and 

racket sports fundamentals.  In addition they will experience two seven week blocks of swimming 

(one per year group) and two seven week blocks of athletics and fitness testing (one per year 

group). 

 

This syllabus has been designed with four aims in mind.  

• To expose all boys to activities that will develop functional movement and movement 

literacy.  

• To expose boys to areas of knowledge that will develop their ability to participate in 

lifelong physical activity with a sound understanding of what they are doing.  

• To allow boys to experience different activities they may not be exposed to in our Major 

Sports and Options Games based curriculum.   

• To provide us with data on every boy in terms of fitness levels, which can in turn be fed 

directly back to parents. 

 

Mr M Burdekin 
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Religion and Theology 

During Year 9 pupils study religion in its contemporary context and are encouraged to report 

critically on the impact and central tenets of religion, and on the significance of religious 

commitment in the 21st Century. 

 

There are 5 topics covered: 

 

• The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict; 

• Religion and Literature 

• Religion in the 21st Century; 

• Religion and Philosophy; 

• Religion and Ethics. 

 

While the course is an academic preparation for GCSE, pupils will be encouraged through discussion 

to form opinions and be aware of their reactions to wider moral and spiritual issues.  Pupils are 

taught skills of acquiring and processing information, research and analysis of source material, and 

the critical weighing up of differing viewpoints. 

 

Assessment is by an end-of-year examination of ninety minutes on a choice of three topics studied.  

Each topic is broken down into a series of short fact-seeking questions, followed by answering three 

structured questions and finally an essay question. 

 

Mr J H Fox 
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Modern Languages 

French 

Year 9 Continuous course (French as first language)  

Course book:   Tricolore Total 3 

The Year 9 French course aims to widen pupils' communicative skills through the acquisition and 

consolidation of new or previously learnt language. The course book that we use meets the needs 

of the range of pupils in Year 9.  The department places a strong emphasis on grammar to help 

improve understanding and linguistic proficiency. IGCSE French reflects this view and our course is 

pitched towards the IGCSE examination board's requirements. To that end, pupils are taught to 

communicate competently in French through a range of topics. 

By the end-of-year 9, we have a good indication of which pupils may be ready to sit IGCSE French in 

Year 10.  These pupils are likely to be placed in accelerated groups in Year 10 on the basis of their 

work over this year and their end-of-year examination result, giving them access to IGCSE French in 

Year 10. (IF THIS IS GOING – PLEASE DELETE THIS PARAGRAPH) 

The end-of-year examination consists of: 

• Listening comprehension; 

• Reading comprehension; 

• Speaking test; 

• Writing; 

• Grammar. 

Each part of the examination is equally weighted in terms of marks. 

Year 9: Beginner’s course (French as second language) 

Course books:   Tricolore Total 1 (Michaelmas term) 

Tricolore Total 2 (Lent and summer terms) 

French is taught "ab initio" to boys who choose it as their second language option in Year 9. The 

course covers the basics of the language in the Michaelmas term through Tricolore Total 1. The Lent 

and summer terms' work focuses on the more complex aspects of the language through Tricolore 

Total 2. 

The course leads to an end-of-year examination consisting of: 

• Listening comprehension; 

• Reading comprehension; 

• Speaking test; 

• Writing; 

• Grammar. 

 

Trips and Exchanges 

Boys will be invited to participate in the Paris Trip at the end of June in Year 9, which is a cultural trip 

where they discover Paris including the famous ‘Tour Montparnasse’, ‘Jardins du Luxembourg’ and 

a visit to ‘Parc Astérix’. Boys may also participate on the ‘Shackleton Exchange’ where they 

experience life in a French school whilst staying with families and receive the French exchange 

students back in London at a later date. 

 

Mr J G Brown 
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German 

The emphasis throughout our Year 9 German course is on the enthusiastic and varied presentation 

of the language within its cultural context, carefully tailored to pupils of all abilities.  

 

It is envisaged that those pupils who have opted for German in Year 9 will be able to continue their 

study through to IGCSE.  Indeed, we aim to lay the foundations for future learning and, as such, 

grammar and vocabulary form a significant part of the course. This said, the course is appropriate 

for boys of all abilities; the end-of-year examination offers scope for the most able while allowing all 

pupils to reach a basic minimum attainment level. We expect that the vast majority of boys have 

studied little or no German before Year 9, and the course is run ab initio, assuming little or no prior 

knowledge of the language. We use Logo 1, a textbook which, in addition to stimulating the boys’ 

interest, introduces them to new language at an appropriate pace. Each teacher also supplements 

the textbook with their own materials. The digital language laboratory is used for pronunciation 

practice, grammar drills and listening comprehension and serves as an excellent resource for 

language development. 

 

A topic-based approach is combined with a concentration on cumulative grammatical development. 

The key areas of grammar which are covered are the present tense (including irregular verbs), use 

of cases, adjectives (including possessives, comparatives and superlatives) and question formation. 

 

The following core topic areas are taught: 

• Self, family and home; 

• School; 

• Sport and leisure; 

• Town and local area; 

• Money and shopping.  

 

All pupils in Year 9 are encouraged to take part in the home-stay study visit to Cologne. 

 

Mr W J Dugdale  
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Chinese     

The course in Year 9 is the foundation year for GCSE.  Teaching focuses on the skill areas of reading, 

writing, listening and speaking with an emphasis on communicative teaching.   

 

For boys continuing with Chinese or with prior knowledge of the language the course focuses on 

extending vocabulary and language skills.  For boys beginning Chinese in Year 9 as complete 

beginners, the course provides an accelerated introduction to the language and moves quickly onto 

character learning and writing.   For both types of boys, vocabulary learning and testing is a routine 

part of the course.  By the end of the year boys are expected to hold a conversation in Chinese and 

to write a short essay in characters under test conditions.   

 

Studying Chinese is demanding but rewarding and requires commitment and an interest in the 

written as well as the spoken form of language.  As well as traditional revision methods, boys are 

able to access online resources such as Vocab Express and Go Chinese which can supplement their 

learning.  Boys are also encouraged to participate in a number of cultural activities to further their 

understanding of Chinese Culture.  Such activities have included for example, a visit to China Town, 

a calligraphy workshop, a Chinese Film day and a trip to China. 

 

Mr A M Stark 
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Spanish 

Year 9 Continuous Course (Spanish as first language) 

Course books: Internal DC Spanish booklets, AQA Spanish - GCSE 

The Year 9 Spanish course aims to widen pupils' communicative skills through the acquisition and 

consolidation of new language. This course is a demanding one and extends boys into areas of 

cultural, historical, political and social interest in the Spanish-speaking world. Through the delivery 

of exciting and interesting content, pupils will consolidate the present, future and simple past tenses 

and will also learn the imperfect and future tenses. They will learn how to narrate events with 

confidence and will develop their presentation skills in Spanish. Boys will also have the opportunity 

to practise their language with a native speaker where possible.  

Course outline: 

The first half of the course focuses on Latin America. Boys study Machuca, a film about the 1973 

Chilean coup d’état complete do a cultural project in response. They also have the opportunity to 

make their own videos and animations during the course of the year, as well as study other cultural 

topics, such as the Incas and Aztecs. One of the highlights of the year, is the Year 9 Spanish translation 

competition, where boys have to choose and translate a piece of Spanish poetry into English and the 

best entries are then put forward for a national competition run by the Stephen Spender Trust and 

The Times newspaper. The second half of the year focuses on social issues such as drug trafficking 

in Colombia, smoking, homelessness in Peru and poverty in developing countries. We end the year 

looking at the importance of personal relationships and family problems. 

The Year 9 course is intellectually demanding, stimulating and culturally enriching. By the end-of-

year 9, we have a good indication of which pupils may be ready to sit IGCSE Spanish early in Year 

10.  These pupils are likely to be placed in an accelerated group in Year 10 on the basis of their work 

over the year and their end-of-year examination result, giving them access to IGCSE Spanish in Year 

10. 

Year 9 Beginner’s Course (Spanish as a second language) 

Course book:  Español de primero 

As with our Year 7 course, the Spanish Department's aim in Year 9 is to introduce pupils to the 

Spanish language and fascinating Hispanic culture in a varied, positive and enjoyable manner. It is 

also our aim to lay the foundations for solid future learning.  Therefore basic grammar and 

vocabulary form a major part of the first year. 

The course is run ab initio, assuming little or no prior knowledge of the language; language learning 

skills picked up when learning other languages enables the boys to make quick progress. 

By the end-of-year 9, pupils will be able to understand, talk and write about subjects such as their 

family, schools, house and home, local area, hobbies, holidays and likes and dislikes. The grammar 

covered includes the present tense, the immediate future, the simple past tense, adjectives, the 

expression of basic opinions, the negative, and some prepositions.  Alongside the course book, every 

member of the department supplements this with his/her own material.  Spanish songs, films and 

visual resources give pupils a real flavour of the Spanish speaking world. Pupils will also have the 

opportunity to make use of the department's website, and the digital language laboratory.  Both are 

excellent aids in the acquisition of language. One of the highlights of the year is the short research 

project that boys undertake on the cities of Barcelona and Madrid. This includes an introduction to 

recent Spanish history, the tourist sites of the cities and the importance of the Barcelona v Real 

Madrid “Clásico” match. On completion of the Year 9 course, boys are ready to start the Year 10 

IGCSE course. 

 

Mr A P Iltchev 

 

  



20 

 

Science 

Pupils at Dulwich are taught Biology, Chemistry and Physics separately from Year 9 onwards by 

subject specialists.  The three lessons per week for each are organised as one double and one single 

lesson.   

 

The College follows the Edexcel IGCSE Science course and offers two possible routes, Double Award 

and Triple Award, either of which is an acceptable preparation for AS and A Level Sciences at the 

College or elsewhere.  The majority of boys will take the Triple Award examinations and the decision 

as to which papers are sat will be based on an assessment of each pupil’s suitability during the 

course.  By the end-of-year 11 pupils will sit examinations in Biology, Chemistry and Physics leading 

to three IGCSE qualifications in the case of the Triple candidates or two IGCSE qualifications in the 

case of the Double Award. Those taking the Triple Award qualification will sit two papers per subject 

while the Double Award boys take one paper per subject. 

 

There is no coursework component with the IGCSE examination, instead as a regular part of their 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics courses, pupils will carry out practical and investigational work in a 

laboratory.  They will work individually or in groups, and learn to collect their own data accurately.  It 

is in the context of laboratory activities that they will develop the skills, knowledge and 

understanding required for the experimental work component of the qualification. The experimental 

work is an integral part of studying science and the assessment of experimental and investigative 

skills forms 20% of the mark in examination. 

 

Mr D A P King 

  

Biology 

We follow the Edexcel IGCSE course in Biology.  This course enables students to: 

• acquire knowledge and understanding of biological facts, concepts and principles; 

• develop an appreciation of the significance of biological facts, concepts and principles 

and the skills needed for their use in new and changing situations; 

• appreciate the importance of accurate experimental work to scientific method and 

reporting; 

• form hypotheses and design experiments to test them; 

• sustain and develop an enjoyment of, and interest in, the study of living organisms; 

• evaluate, in terms of their biological knowledge and understanding, the benefits and 

drawbacks of scientific and technological developments, including those related to 

social, environmental and economic issues. 

 

There is no course work as such associated with IGCSE. A key component of the course is practical 

work and practical skills are assessed in the written examinations. The IGCSE is a rather more 

traditional style of course than many of the other GCSE courses on offer and there is a heavier 

emphasis on factual content. In Year 9 boys study the characteristics of living things, nutrition and 

digestion, biological molecules, gas exchange and photosynthesis. In the summer term we look at 

the interactions between organisms and their environment. The course provides an excellent 

grounding in the subject and forms a sound basis for those wishing to progress onto A level Biology. 

 

Dr P J Cue 
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Chemistry  

This course allows the students to: 

• learn about the unifying patterns and themes of Chemistry; 

• appreciate the practical nature of chemistry, acquiring experimental and investigative 

skills based on correct and safe laboratory techniques; 

• appreciate the importance to scientific methods of accurate experimental work and 

reporting; 

• develop a logical approach to problem solving in a wider context; 

• understand the widespread importance of chemistry and the way materials are used 

in the world; 

• appreciate how the work of the chemist has social, industrial, technological, 

environmental and economic consequences for the community; 

• prepare for more advanced courses in chemistry, and for courses which require them 

to have a knowledge of chemistry; 

 

There is no coursework associated with the IGCSE. Practical work is a key component of the course, 

and the skills the boys develop will be assessed by the written examinations (comprising 

approximately 20% of the paper). 

 

The IGCSE is a traditional course which places great emphasis on the rigorous learning of factual 

information and acquiring a sound mastery of the underlying principles. Exciting practical 

experiments and demonstrations are used to illustrate key ideas, alongside video clips and computer 

simulations. Boys are encouraged to become academically curious and develop a love for the subject 

beyond the confines of the syllabus. The course provides an excellent foundation for boys wishing 

to progress to A-level Chemistry. However, it should also be stimulating and accessible for boys who 

are not aiming to pursue the subject beyond Year 11. Topics studied in Year 9 include: atomic 

structure and ionic bonding, acids and alkalis, the development of the Periodic Table, the Reactivity 

Series and reaction rates.  Our textbook is Edexcel IGCSE Chemistry by Jim Clark (Pearson), a 

stimulating introduction to the IGCSE. It is used selectively to support specific topics, and it should 

not be seen as a programme of study. 

 

All forms have regular tests, with the nature and timing of these tests tailored to individual classes, 

and there is an end-of-year of examination. 

 

Miss L V A Rand 
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Physics 

The Physics course is designed to give pupils a knowledge and understanding of the models that 

physicists use to explain and predict everyday effects and events.  The course reflects the scope of 

this science, from the world of the very small, the atom, to the very large, our universe.  Along the 

way the pupils will learn the answers to questions such as “What keeps the planets in orbit?”, “What 

makes a thermos flask keeps hot things hot and cold things cold?”, “Why do cars have a top speed?”, 

“How come we can hear someone from round a corner but we can’t see them?” and “What is the 

Physics meaning of ‘doing work’?”  

 

Our aim is to show pupils how the foundational ideas of force and motion, energy, waves and 

electricity can be applied to explain what we observe, in a wide range of applications, and how they 

can aid us in gathering new knowledge.  These key ideas weave their way through the 

course.  Though they are initially laid down in Year 9, we visit them again through Years 10 and 11, 

giving the pupils a chance to improve their grasp of them. We try to offer the pupils different ways 

to achieve this, with discussion, practical work, demonstrations from their teacher, research 

projects, presentations and ICT all forming part of the process.  The course manages a good mixture 

of solving problems using Mathematics, with thinking and writing about scientific ideas. There is no 

coursework as such, but the boys are expected to develop their practical skills from Year 9 onwards 

as their understanding of these skills will be tested in the IGCSE examinations, so we try to ensure 

there is a strong emphasis on practical investigation throughout the year. 

 

Any pupil completing the course will at least be able to wire a plug correctly, but we hope too that 

all will gain an understanding of the scientific process and the particular type of knowledge it 

provides, along with an awareness of the contribution Physics is making to their lives.  

 

Dr S P Parsons  
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Half Year courses 

Art 

The Year 9 course is designed to give pupils a taste of what is involved in GCSE Art, so that they are 

able to make an informed choice as to whether to pursue the subject in Year 10.  Whilst building on 

skills developed during their time in the Lower School, pupils are encouraged to start looking for 

more personal and in-depth ways of solving problems.   One major project lasts for approximately 

12 weeks.  There is no end-of-year examination in Year 9.  As with a GCSE project the pupils are given 

a starting point, which they can then research and extend according to their own interests and 

abilities.  Some of their research and information gathering is done during the weekly 40 minute 

homework allocation.  They are introduced to work by other artists which may relate to their own 

investigations and are encouraged to experiment with a wide range of sometimes unfamiliar 

materials and approaches, before developing their ideas into a final outcome.   

 

Mrs S Mulholland 

 

Design and Technology 

In Year 9 boys carry out a number of different design-and-make challenges using a variety of 

materials and processes.  They will study elements of resistant materials and electronics during the 

course.  Pupils are also given the opportunity to develop their ICT skills and will use CAD (computer-

aided design) drawing packages and various CAM (computer-aided manufacturing) machines, such 

as laser cutters and vinyl printers to enhance their products. The course is generally based in a 

workshop, manufacturing the products that they have designed.   

 

The design challenges set by staff are delivered over two separate eight to ten week courses 

throughout the year. The pupils will swap with the Art Department twice throughout the school year.  

This course is an introduction, not only to new elements of Design and Technology, but also to the 

type of activities they would encounter at GCSE. 

 

Mr M J Ross 

 

Music 

In Year 9, boys carry out a number of different design-and-make challenges using a variety of 

materials and processes.  They will study elements of resistant materials, graphics and electronics 

during the course.  Pupils are also given the opportunity to develop their ICT skills and will use CAD 

(computer-aided design) drawing packages and various CAM (computer-aided manufacturing) 

machines, such as laser cutters, 3D printers and vinyl printers to enhance their products. The course 

is generally based in a workshop where they manufacture the products that they have designed.   

 

The design challenges set by staff are delivered over two separate eight to ten week courses 

throughout the year. The pupils will swap with the Art Department twice throughout the school year.  

This course is an introduction, not only to new elements of Design and Technology, but also to the 

type of activities they would encounter at GCSE. 

 

 

Miss J A Lofts 
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Wellbeing 

The Wellbeing curriculum supports boys’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development by 

preparing young people for adulthood, promoting healthy living, encouraging physical, emotional 

and spiritual well-being and through consideration of the responsibilities of living in community.   

Self-esteem, self-awareness and self-evaluation are promoted whilst tolerance, respect for others 

and the ability to value diversity and difference is encouraged.   

 

Whilst it is an independent subject, it is supported by the whole school policy of pastoral 

responsibility to pupils and their welfare. The Dulwich College Wellbeing programme is designed to 

support one of the principal aims of the College, 'to provide a caring, supportive and well-ordered 

environment which encourages spiritual and personal development where pupils from a variety of 

cultural and social backgrounds can feel secure and equally valued'.   

 

The course is made up of three units; Drugs, Sex and Relationships Education and Healthy Living. 

These lessons are taught in half form groups for a half year period since smaller class sizes are more 

appropriate for the discussion of sensitive issues.   

 

Drugs Education 

These lessons are designed to that boys think and talk about the ways in which drugs can impact on 

teenage lives, health and futures.  Boys consider the effects and dangers of illegal drugs, focusing on 

specific areas of drug use which affect young people. 

 

These lessons are led by an outside agency that is specially trained to deal with this sensitive topic. 

 

Sex and Relationships Education 

This unit focuses on the way in which relationships change as people get older, initially within the 

family unit, and then in the development of romantic or sexual relationships.  During these lessons 

boys think about the different ways in which young men and women approach relationships, 

including thinking about pressure, consent and abstinence.  Some of the problems related to 

underage and unprotected sex are also discussed.  The use of contraceptives and the risks of sexually 

transmitted infections are explored.  This unit is taught within the guidelines of the College policy on 

Sex and Relationships Education. 

 

Healthy Living 

These lessons cover a range of topics from operating safely online to bullying and discrimination as 

well as allowing the boys to consider what it means to be emotionally and spiritually healthy.  It 

explores the way in which the College (and other agency) provides help and support for any pupils 

struggling with serious issues or those simply seeking advice and assistance.  

 

Mrs S E Griffiths 
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