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Introduction 
 

This booklet provides an overview of the curriculum in the Lower School, and describes the content 

of all the subject courses your son will experience in Years 7 and 8.   It will not of course provide 

answers to all the questions you may have about your son’s learning - we warmly invite you to take 

up the opportunities through each academic year to talk with us about those - but it will give you a 

sense of how we work towards the five aims of the College: 

 

• Our primary duty is to ensure that all our pupils are offered the right academic challenge 

and fulfil their academic potential (but we believe strongly that they have a great deal to 

learn and much to enjoy in all they do beyond, as much as in, their formal lessons);   

• We hope to create an environment which promotes an independent work ethic and 

encourages all pupils to acquire a love of learning;  

• We look to provide a wide range of sporting, cultural and adventurous activities for pupils 

to enjoy and through which they can learn to work co-operatively and to take a lead;  

• We are committed to nurturing a supportive community which encourages a sense of social 

responsibility, and spiritual and personal development;  

• We want to ensure that pupils from a variety of backgrounds can feel secure and equally 

valued.  

 

As our first aim states, there are of course many opportunities for boys to learn at school; this 

document describes only those that are timetabled, and other information will already have been 

sent, or will follow this booklet, to alert you and your son to those.   

 

We want to do all we can to make those five aims real for every boy in the Lower School, and we 

value an honest dialogue with parents very highly.  We know that parents can often hesitate to come 

forward, but we do want to encourage you at the outset to share with us any questions or concerns 

that may arise in your son’s experience of school, either through his Form Tutor or directly to the 

Head of Lower School, Mr Sameer Tanna tannas@dulwich.org.uk.   

 

 

 

 

Mr D A P King 

Deputy Master Academic 

 

September 2016 
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Our Curriculum 
 

In the Lower School the curriculum is designed on the following principles: 

 

Breadth, so that boys are exposed to the full spectrum of areas of learning (linguistic, mathematical, 

scientific, technological, creative, literary, spiritual, moral, physical, cultural and social); 

 

Balance, so that boys develop appropriately in each of these areas; 

 

Depth, so that boys study a topic in enough detail to engage with it critically; 

 

Relevance, so that boys see the reasons for learning in each of these areas; 

 

Resourcing, so that boys are taught in groups of a suitable size in well-equipped accommodation, by 

well-qualified teachers. 

 

There are 40 timetabled lessons per week and these are divided as follows: 

 

 

Subject Year 7 & 8 

(2016-17) 

English 5 

Mathematics 4 

French or Spanish 4 

Science 4 

Latin 3 

History 2 

Geography 2 

Religion & Theology 2 

Art 2 

Design and Technology 2 

Music 1 

ICT/Drama 1 

Chinese 1 

Well-being 1 

 

The remaining lessons are given to: 

• Four periods of Games  

• Great Hall assembly (Wednesday period 1) 

• Edward Alleyn Theatre assembly/Form Tutor period (Monday period 1) 
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A note to parents of current Year 7 boys: 

The College’s timetable structure is changing in 2017-18, when your son will move to Year 8. We will 

be moving from 35 to 55 minute lessons, across a new two-week timetable. This will mean that the 

raw numbers of timetabled lessons per week shown above will change slightly. Further information 

on the precise distribution will follow later in the year. 

 

Please note that: 

• In both Years 7 and 8, each Form is taught Design and Technology by two teachers in half 

groups; 

• Art is taught in blocks through the year, where two Forms are split between three teachers 

with different specialisms, and the boys move around the different teachers; 

• ICT and Drama are taught as half-year courses in half groups ; 

• Year 8 Forms are allocated two teachers each for their Music period.  Boys are taught in half-

Form groups, allowing for a change of teacher (and thus musical activity) between those 

groups; 

• Chinese is taught in half groups. 

 

A note to parents of current Year 7 boys: 

 

The language options for year 8 will change slightly in 2017-18. When your son enters year 8, he will 

study two languages rather than three. One of these will be the European language he is currently 

studying in year 7 (French or Spanish). It is expected that this language will be taken through to IGCSE 

as each boy’s first language. Additionally, boys will have the choice to continue with either Chinese 

or Latin, or to begin studying German (ab initio). 

 

In March of Year 8, boys are asked to select the second language they wish to study in Year 9 in 

addition to the first Modern Language they have studied since Year 7 (French/Spanish).  Since the 

school welcomes new pupils at this point who may not have previously studied a second foreign 

language, we offer all options (Chinese, Latin, German, Italian, French, Spanish) as ab-initio as well 

as continuation options for those who have covered them in years 7 and 8. For existing pupils this 

therefore means that, for their second option, they may choose to continue with the language 

(Chinese/Latin/German) pursued in Year 8, or have the further option of beginning (or resuming) 

one of the following: Chinese, Latin, German, Italian, French, Spanish.  

 

In summary: 

Year 7 

• All boys study 3 languages. Your son will study either French or Spanish plus Chinese and 

Latin 

 

Year 8 

• All boys study 2 languages. Your son will study either French or Spanish and will study 

either Chinese or Latin or German. 

 

Year 9 

• All boys study 2 languages. Your son will study either French or Spanish (IGCSE will be 

taken in Year 11) and will study either Chinese or Latin or German or Italian or French or 

Spanish. 
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The School Day and the Timetable 
 

There are six Forms in each of Years 7 and 8, with an average of 22 boys in each Form, and most 

lessons are taught in Form groups.   

 

Every school day has 8 timetabled lessons of 35 minutes: 

 

 

Registration 0835 – 0845 

Period 1 0850 – 0925 

Period 2 0930 – 1005 

Period 3 1010 – 1045 

Break 1045 – 1110 

Period 4 1110 – 1145 

Period 5 1150 – 1225 

Period 6 1230 – 1300 

Lunch 1305 – 1430 

Period 7 1430 – 1510 

Period 8 1515 – 1550 

 

 

Prep (homework) forms an important part of the learning routines in the Lower School, and up to 

three preps of 20 minutes will be set each weekday night in Year 7, rising to 30 minutes each in Year 

8.  Full details of the College Prep Policy can be found on the Parents’ Portal.  
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Assessment 
 

We know that one of the main ways in which boys improve in a subject is through the dialogue 

between each individual student and the subject teacher.  This dialogue takes different forms, but 

comes mainly through oral feedback in lessons, written comments in books, half-termly assessment 

grades and subject reports.  While much good feedback is informal, formal assessments are 

important measuring points for the boys and for you as parents.  Assessment grades are awarded 

every half-term, when each subject teacher will award a grade for Effort and a grade for Attainment. 

 

In the Lower School particularly, we want boys to get into good routines for learning, to find their 

work interesting and rewarding, and to grow in confidence when tackling academic challenges.   

Effort grades assess their progress in these areas and, in outline, are awarded according to the 

following criteria: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If boys can get their effort right, we believe they will fulfil their academic potential, so greater 

attention is given to these grades in the first instance.  In Year 7, the first assessment is always of 

Effort only. 

 

The Attainment grade in each subject (A, B, C or D) will show the standard of work reached relative 

to those we expect of Dulwich boys.  This will usually be based on a test that is taken during the 

term, alongside the class work and prep completed since the last grade was awarded.  B means 

achieving the level expected, A means above the level expected and C represents a level below what 

is expected, with D significantly below.   

 

Commendations 

Once grades have been awarded, those boys who have excelled will be commended by the Master, 

the Head of Lower School, the Head of Lower School Learning or their Head of Year depending on 

the number of Excellent grades that they have received for Effort. 

 

Concerns over effort 

We have a series of responses involving the Form Tutor and the Head of Year as appropriate, when 

boys receive a particular number of Effort grades below Good.  We will of course also contact parents 

to discuss these.   

 

Learning in the Lower School should be an enjoyable and rewarding experience for your son, without 

any of the pressures of public examinations, but equally it should put in place the important attitudes 

and skills that will enable him to cope well in his years further up the College.  We very much hope 

that this will be your son’s experience over the next two years. 

 

1 Excellent 
   Always curious and resourceful, and actively embraces intellectual    

   challenges 

2 Good 
   Usually resourceful, interested and hard-working, with the occasional  

   lapse 

3 Inconsistent 
   Attitude and learning routines are sometimes below the standard  

   expected 

4 Poor    Attitude and learning routines are often below the standard expected 
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Art  
 

Pupils enter the Lower School with very varied experiences in Art – some Junior Schools enjoy 

excellent resources and specialist teaching, whilst others have limited Art in the curriculum.  Our aim 

by the end of Year 8 is therefore to ensure that as far as possible all students share the same 

knowledge and understanding of key skills and ideas.  In Year 7 and Year 8 all of our projects have as 

a starting point drawing from direct observation, but the resulting outcomes vary from animation, 

printmaking and painting, to drawing and ceramics, wire and sculpture. Pupils work with two 

different teachers throughout the year, and therefore experience two very different approaches to 

the same theme. 

 

Year 7 

The broad themes for all pupils in Year 7 are observation Real life/Still life.  Pupils are required to 

draw a range of objects from direct observation – they will be taught how to manipulate a wide 

range of materials and approaches, and by the end of the year all will have worked in pencil using 

line and tone, and will have developed their work in a number of ways.  All pupils will have a working 

knowledge of basic Photoshop techniques by the end of the year, and will be confident using layers 

and other manipulation processes.  Some will have had an opportunity to work in three dimensions, 

and all will be confident in their ability to develop ideas using their own work as a starting point.  

Simple printmaking, cut paper and painting processes will have been introduced. Throughout the 

year they will be introduced to work by a range of artists and art movements spanning more 

traditional to very contemporary – Vanitas, Morandi, Cezanne and Patrick Caulfield, John Virtue, 

Leon Kosoff, Sam Taylor Wood to name a few.  Pupils will have developed their ability to look at 

work by other artists and to express personal opinions about the work. They will have trips to 

Galleries to inform their critical and contextual appreciation of art. This includes an induction at the 

Dulwich Picture Gallery which all students and their families have free admission to. 

   

Year 8 

The structure of the Year 8 course is similar to Year 7 – pupils will work with two different teachers, 

developing work across a common theme (for example ‘People and Portraits’).  Observation skills 

learned in Year 7 will be built upon, and a more extensive range of materials and processes will be 

introduced – lino cuts, wire and plaster sculptures, painting, dry point etching, and ceramics will all 

form part of the course.  ICT work will also be developed this year with more sophisticated aspects 

of Photoshop being introduced and used in increasingly independent ways.  Again, pupils will 

develop their critical skills by studying work by a range of artists, and they will feel confident making 

connections between the artists’ work and what they are studying in class.  Artists would typically 

include Peter Blake, Joseph Cornell, Stanley Spencer and Lisa Milroy, Francis Bacon, Giacometti and 

Chilia Burman. Further Gallery trips will be experienced throughout the year where students will 

have opportunity to deepen their knowledge through primary observations. 

 

Mrs S M Mulholland 
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Chinese 
 

The Lower School Chinese course is designed for beginners and aims to give an introduction to 

Mandarin Chinese, the official language of China, and a flavour of what it is like to learn the language.  

All four language skills of reading, listening, speaking and writing are used throughout the course.  

The course also gives an introduction to Chinese culture as a means for boys to gain an insight into 

the historical and contemporary culture of China. 

 

In Year 7, boys learn about the four tones used in spoken Chinese, the use of pinyin to transcribe the 

pronunciation of characters and the basics of character writing.   As part of the course, boys will be 

expected to memorise a limited number of Chinese characters in order to develop their reading and 

writing vocabulary.  The topics covered include: social greetings; family; numbers and shopping.   In 

Year 8, the course extends into further topic areas such as food and drink, hobbies, school subjects 

and nationalities.  

 

Mr A M Stark 
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Design and Technology 
 

Design and Technology is taught in Years 7 and 8 through a variety of different design projects and 

technical challenges.  Students have the opportunity to design and make individual pieces from the 

beginning of Year 7 working with plastics, wood and metal as well as carrying out graphics and 

electronics based projects.  Throughout the course they will also complete short practical tasks, 

concentrating on developing their manufacturing skills. 

 

Knowledge and understanding develop through the manufacturing activities as well as the design 

and research work that they carry out alongside this.  These include looking at areas such as: 

• materials and their properties 

• the design process 

• product analysis 

• structures 

• health & safety 

• designing for a client 

• sustainability and the environment 

 

From Year 7 pupils are given the opportunity to develop their ICT skills and are introduced to CAD 

(computer-aided design) drawing packages and various CAM (computer-aided manufacturing) 

machines such as laser cutters vinyl printers and 3D printers, to enhance their products. 

 

Each form is split into two groups, each group changes workshops halfway through the year to allow 

them to experience a variety of materials and processes. 

 

Mr M J Ross 
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Drama 
 

Drama has an important role to play in the personal development of Dulwich boys. The skills and 

qualities developed in drama workshops, such as teamwork, creativity, leadership and risk-taking 

are assets in all subjects and all areas of life. 

 

Drama is taught in form groups for one half of the year.  In Year 7 pupils are introduced to the skills 

and strategies necessary to act, and specific techniques to nurture and develop the imagination.  In 

Year 8 pupils are encouraged to develop improvisation skills when exploring themes such as ‘status’.  

 

By the end of Year 7 pupils should be able to: 

• understand and demonstrate the basic social skills necessary for meaningful drama to take 

place (listening, observation, co-operation and concentration); 

• work in mixed groups developing the skills of negotiation and decision-making; 

• understand how the use of space, movement and voice communicate meaning and evaluate 

that use; 

• show an ability to devise and create credible characters; 

• structure a presentation with a clear start and finish; 

• understand that drama is a process and not necessarily reliant on a product; 

• reflect upon and respond positively to their own work and that of their classmates.  They 

should be able to evaluate their strengths and weaknesses in the subject; 

• use and understand a range of specific terms in a dramatic context as a foundation for 

performance analysis; 

• have a grasp of basic stagecraft and understanding of the relationship between actor and 

audience. 

 

By the end of Year 8 pupils should be able to: 

• consolidate and deepen their understanding of how space, movement and voice 

communicate meaning and evaluate that use; 

• work constructively and creatively individually, in pairs and small groups, and with all other 

members of a larger ensemble, consolidating their ability to negotiate, make decisions, 

select and apply a range of techniques and structures as part of a group; 

• evolve a grasp of realising specific intent for an audience and be able to begin to assess the 

effectiveness (or potential effectiveness) of their work in process/presentation; 

• use and understand a further range of specific terms in a dramatic context, for example 

grasp the terminology associated with commedia dell'arte; 

• discuss and analyse the issues and themes involved in their work, showing an awareness of 

their own experience and that of others with appropriate terminology to develop a sound 

and confident grasp of performance analysis; 

• reflect upon and respond positively to their own work and that of their classmates. 

 

Ms K Norton-Smith 
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 English 
 

The English Department plays a fundamental role in Dulwich’s social, cultural and intellectual life.  

We aim to create an enjoyably open and productive classroom atmosphere underpinned by hard 

work, discipline and a determination to achieve the highest standards, where discussion can reflect 

the reality of pupils’ own experiences. 

 

Boys are encouraged to develop an enthusiasm for using language ambitiously and imaginatively in 

all that they do, and to talk in different situations with confidence, precision and self-awareness.  

Over the two years, pupils will study a range of texts – some nineteenth-century fiction, 

contemporary novels and poetry, as well as non-fiction – and teachers will use these to inspire pupils’ 

writing and critical reading skills.  Nurturing a lasting enjoyment of English, fostering a creative 

imagination within the boys, and stimulating an interest, expertise and excitement in responding to 

literature are at the core of our work. 

 

The department is responsible for teaching boys to write, spell and punctuate accurately, and takes 

a lead in helping other departments to do the same.  Accordingly, pupils are expected to reach the 

end of Year 8 with a sound grasp of the grammatical structures and conventions of our language.  

They should be able to write fluently and stylishly about personal experience in their own voice, to 

show ability in structuring and planning essays, to write letters, to analyse characters and themes in 

the books they have studied, and to support opinion with textual reference.  Orally, pupils will be 

expected to contribute willingly to class discussion, to read aloud at sight with understanding and 

clarity, and to show competence when undertaking presentations, speeches, role-play and debates. 

 

Boys have the opportunity to work in the Lower School Library each week, where they can undertake 

independent reading, project work, research and other group activities; we hope pupils will enjoy 

reading in their own time.  The department works in close liaison with parents through our 

Homework Reading Scheme, designed to record and celebrate the variety and pace of individual 

reading across the academic year.  There is a thriving Lower School Book Club which all pupils are 

welcome to attend; interest in recent years has been galvanised by a series of inspirational talks by 

well-known children’s writers such as David Almond, Nigel Hinton, Anthony Horowitz, Robert 

Muchamore, Marcus Sedgwick and Darren Shan. 

 

Homework is an essential tool in the establishing of routines which support independent learning, 

and our policy is always to mark written work thoroughly and diagnostically.  All forms in the Lower 

School undertake core-curricular work devised by the department, and there is an assessment at the 

end of each year which takes account of the results of an examination, regular homework and class 

work, and imaginative writing. 

 

There are regular occasions when pupils can showcase their talents in House and Form 

Competitions, which include poetry recitation, poetry writing, script writing and debating. 

 

Mr R F Sutton 
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German  
 

Year 8 Course book: Logo! 1  

We are delighted to be offering boys the chance to start German in Year 8 next year. The course is 

an introduction to the language and culture of the German-speaking world, which occupies the 

central position in Europe geographically, politically and economically. Within the first year of 

learning German, boys will be able to speak and write about themselves, their background and their 

interests. They will also encounter texts and listening passages from young people. Opportunities to 

learn beyond the syllabus will be offered in the form of an introduction to German film and food and 

by exchanging letters with a German student of similar age at our partner school, the Kepler-

Gymnasium in Tübingen. 

 

German has had a long heritage of success at Dulwich with an enthusiastic group of boys each year 

taking the subject from school to University and beyond into the world of work, where German can 

be a major advantage. We look forward to starting this process with another group in Year 8 during 

2017.  

 
Mr W J Dugdale 
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French  
 

Year 7 

Course book:  Tricolore Total 1 

French is taught ab initio in Year 7, assuming little previous knowledge of the language. The aim of 

Year 7 is to introduce pupils to France and to lay solid linguistic foundations for further study higher 

up the school. The curriculum content gives boys the skills to describe themselves as well as family 

and friends, where they live; how to give and ask for directions, how to describe various types of 

weather, talk about their school and their daily routine and express likes and dislikes. The Year 7 

course also includes free learning opportunities through the ‘Bandes Déssinées’ project, the Spelling 

Bee competition as well as a day trip to Boulogne for all French pupils and a popular sporting and 

cultural trip to Vic-sur-Cère in the Easter holidays. 

 

The textbook is engaging, well laid out, and is linked with several online resources (Kerboodle, 

Languages Online). The grammar covered includes: the present tense, possessive adjectives, 

negative forms, prepositions and some reflexive verbs.  

 

Year 8 

Course book:  Tricolore Total 2 

Year 8 builds on and extends the work covered in Year 7.  Further topics and grammatical 

constructions are covered including: shopping, going on holiday and describing a trip, making plans 

for the near future, a more in-depth look at school and expressing specific likes and dislikes; food 

and ordering at a restaurant and expressing illness and ailments. Although similar in format to 

Tricolore Total 1, the course book is quite demanding and pupils typically gain satisfaction when 

dealing with the more challenging grammatical points, which lay strong foundations for Year 9 work. 

Free learning projects include reading short stories from Spiralire as well as the opportunity to take 

part in the trip to Vic-Sur-Cère.  

   

Mr J G Brown 
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Geography 
 

Year 7 

In Year 7 the following topics are covered: 

• An Introduction: What is Geography? 

• It’s your planet – The Big Bang, Rocks and Tectonics. 

• Atlas Skills & Ordnance Survey Map Work, using 1:25,000 and 1:50,000 OS maps of the 

British Isles. 

• Rivers and Flooding.  

 

In their first term at Dulwich, Year 7 classes spend a week at the College Field Centre in the Brecon 

Beacons National Park, where they are introduced to some of the themes outlined above e.g. 

limestone landscapes and rivers, whilst having opportunities to practice their Ordnance Survey map 

reading skills. In Lent term, a day trip to Box Hill utilises learnt map skills through an orienteering 

challenge.   

 

Year 8 

In Year 8 the following topics are covered: 

 

• Population and urbanisation. 

• Weather and Climate. 

• Our Warming Planet. 

• What and where is Asia – a regional study. 

 

Miss J K Woolley 



 

14 

 

History 
 

The aim of the syllabus is to introduce pupils to the main themes in English History from the Norman 

Conquest to the coming of the Hanoverians and the Rise of Great Britain.  In this respect the course 

is unashamedly traditional, but the belief is that it is important for the pupils to have a grounding in 

this nation’s history.  That said, a second but no less important aim is that the course should be 

interesting and fun. 

 

Year 7 

The course is based around key elements of England during the High Middle Ages.  Thus the year 

begins with an investigation of the Succession Crisis of 1066, and then charts its way through some 

of the other major issues and events that combine to give an understanding of the period.  These 

include: Henry II and Becket; the Crusades; John and Magna Carta; Parliament; War with Wales and 

Scotland; the Church; the Black Death and the Peasants’ Revolt.  The course ends with a look at some 

aspects of the Hundred Years’ War. The main textbook is Cootes’s The Middle Ages. A project on 

Castles contributes to the end-of-year examination. 

 

Year 8 

 This roughly picks up where the previous year ended.  The aim in the Michaelmas Term is to focus 

on key events in the Tudor period with a particular emphasis on how various Tudor monarchs coped 

with the enormous religious changes of the period and includes important events such as Henry 

VIII’s ‘Great Matter’, the Mid-Tudor Crisis, the career of Mary, Queen of Scots and the defeat of the 

Spanish Armada. 

 

In the Lent term we focus on the Stuart monarchs and their relationship with Parliament. We start 

with the Gunpowder Plot, and serious thought is given to the origins of the English Civil War and the 

reputation of Oliver Cromwell. The course finishes in the Summer Term with the Restoration, the 

problems faced by Charles II and James II and then the enduring constitutional settlement achieved 

with the Glorious Revolution in 1688. The main textbook is Snellgrove’s, The Early Modern Age. 

 

All pupils go on a visit to Hampton Court Palace and a project on the Civil War contributes to the 

end-of-year examination. 

 

Mr D J Flower 
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Informatics (ICT and Programming) 
 

The Lower School Informatics course ensures that the boys learn essential Digital Literacy skills. They 

learn the fundamentals of using a computer which are essential for their College (academic and co-

curricular) work. This includes learning about the College network, how files are stored at school, at 

home and in the cloud and how to use email and other office packages such as word-processing, 

presentation and spread sheet software.  The course we offer them is modular and boys are 

encouraged to work independently at a pace which suits them, using online tutorials and completing 

tasks. These tasks are self-marked using an award-winning, in-house marking engine which gives 

individual, formative feedback. 

 

The boys also engage in modules on e-safety, the effective use of social media (such as Twitter and 

Yammer) and they learn about a variety of different platforms and software including PCs, Macs and 

mobile devices. 

 

Finally, the course introduces the boys to the concepts of computational thinking. They progress 

through a basic online programming course as part of their prep and are encouraged to then use 

their design and creative skills to produce a game in Scratch as well as being given an introduction 

to robotics and control technology. 

 

Those pupils who display a keen interest in programming can further foster that interest by following 

JavaScript, JQuery and Python courses and attend the Lower School programming Club. 

 

More information about the courses we offer can be found on the College website or by emailing 

the Director of ICT, Dr Andrew Storey acs@dulwich.org.uk. 

 

Dr A C Storey  
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Latin 
 

For Latin in the Lower School we use the Cambridge Latin Course books 1 (Stages 1-12) and 2 (stages 

13-20), supplemented by our own workbooks.  Pupils complete Stages 1-8 of the course in Year 7 

and Stages 9-20 in Year 8. 

 

Language is taught in a rigorous and analytical way, paying close attention to grammar and syntax. 

We seek not only to develop a strong understanding of the Latin language but also to help pupils 

understand better their own and other modern, European languages.  We also focus closely on the 

study of Roman civilisation. In Year 7, pupils explore the rich and vibrant society in Pompeii up to the 

eruption of Vesuvius in AD 79; in Year 8 we study the Roman Empire, looking in particular at Roman 

Britain and Roman Alexandria in the 1st century AD.  In Year 8 pupils are taken to the Roman villa at 

Lullingstone, where a recently refurbished museum displays an exciting and remarkably complete 

site which includes some stunning mosaics and some of the earliest recorded Christian worship in 

the country.  All pupils undertake a research project based on this visit; this forms part of the 

assessment for the year.  The department also runs a Classics Society in the Lower School. The 

society provides a variety of fun, educational games and activities which take pupils beyond the 

syllabus as well as offering an opportunity to develop skills and knowledge outside the classroom. 

 

Our aims are to enable pupils: 

• to develop at an appropriate level a competence in Latin; 

• to develop a sensitive and analytical approach to language by seeing English in relation to a 

language with a very different structure;  

• to acquire understanding of the civilization of the Roman Empire; 

• to acquire an awareness of the differences and similarities between Roman civilization and 

their own, and of the influence of the former upon the latter. 

 

The study of Latin is an exciting and challenging intellectual process which enriches the learning of 

all boys at the school. We stress the learning and understanding of linguistic patterns and teach 

pupils a distinctive and important way of thinking. The rich cultural history of the Roman world 

provides our pupils not only with a fascinating subject for study in its own right, but also an important 

way into the origins of western civilisation. 

 

Dr J-M Hulls 
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Mathematics 
 

Year 7 

With pupils coming from a varied of backgrounds, Year 7 starts with revision and reinforcement of 

basic principles in arithmetic.  There is an emphasis on numeracy with pupils being taught not to 

reach for the calculator immediately but to try and work answers out using non-calculator methods.  

This work includes fraction work, percentages, decimals and ratios.  Pupils then move on to Algebra 

with an emphasis on a good grounding in the basic rules, including understanding why they work as 

they do, before moving on to Graphs, Transformations, Measures, Probability and Statistics and 

Constructions.  At the end of Year 7, pupils take a 75-minute examination which comprises a 10-

minute non-calculator paper and a 65-minute calculator paper.  The books used are Essential 

Mathematics Books 7 and 8 by D Rayner.   Pupils are encouraged to take part in the Junior 

Mathematical Challenge, a national Mathematics competition.  Pupils who achieve a very high score 

are invited to take part in the Junior Mathematical Olympiad. 

 

Year 8 

The scheme of work reinforces material covered in Year 7 and builds upon it.  Topics are covered to 

a much greater depth than in Year 7, including Arithmetic, Algebra, Graphs, Geometry, Probability 

and Statistics and Constructions.  Again there is an emphasis on numeracy and a lot of the material 

covered lends itself to non-calculator work.  Pupils sit a 90-minute paper at the end of Year 8 

consisting of a 15-minute non-calculator paper followed by a 75-minute calculator paper.  Based on 

their performance in the end of year examination, coupled with recommendations from teachers, 

pupils are selected for either the accelerated or standard Mathematics in Year 9.The books used 

are Essential Mathematics Books 8 and 9 by D Rayner.  Pupils are also encouraged to take part in the 

Junior Mathematical Challenge, with high achieving pupils going on to the Junior Mathematical 

Olympiad. 

 

Calculators 

All pupils are asked to buy a scientific calculator with at least the following functions: 

• add, subtract, multiply, divide 

• π 

• brackets 

• square, square root 

• nth power and root 

• reciprocal 

• sin, cos, tan and their inverses 

• degrees 

• standard index notation 

• sign change 

• memory 

 

The commissariat stocks the standard scientific calculators which we use.  The emphasis within each 

group is for pupils to be able to use a calculator with confidence.  As a pupil goes through the College 

he is introduced to more functions which he will eventually use in his IGCSE papers, in which 

calculators are allowed throughout.  Pupils should keep their scientific calculator after IGCSE for 

AS/A level. 

 

Mr C J Ottewill 
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Music 
 

Aims 

• To understand what a musician does; 

• To understand how music is constructed; 

• To enjoy making and listening to music from a wide range of different cultures and styles; 

• To allow music to bring an added dimension to your life. 

  

Year 7 

One timetabled lesson is provided each week in Year 7, and is team-taught with two teachers per 

class.  The lessons involve a balanced mixture of Listening, Performing, and Composing. 

 

Unit 1    Words and Rhythm (Michaelmas term 1) 

Rhythm is explored through word-setting.  William Walton’s Façade provides the basis for the study 

of non-melodic word-setting, although any musical text may form a suitable basis for study, ranging 

from body percussion exercises and rap pieces to a Harry Potter themed work. 

 

Unit 2    Melody and Song (Michaelmas term 2) 

This unit studies the composition of melody and song.  Many examples of vocal music will be used, 

often including the main work to be sung at the Winter Concert.  The composing of a simple 

Christmas song forms a conclusion to this unit. 

  

Unit 3   Intervals - Sequencing Sixths (Lent term 1) 

This unit is an introduction to the concept of intervals.  A piece based on parallel intervals is 

performed (Sequencing Sixths) and boys then compose their own piece using interval patterns. 

 

Unit 4   Chords – Vivaldi’s Four Seasons (Lent term 2) 

A chord sequence taken from Vivaldi’s Four Seasons is performed on classroom instruments and 

then compared with the original piece (performed by Nigel Kennedy).  Boys then work together in 

groups to compose their own chord sequence. 

  

Unit 5   Descriptive Music (Summer term 1) 

Britten’s Sea Interludes and Holst’s Planets are used as examples of descriptive music.  Here 

emotional response to music is explored.  Boys work together in small groups to improvise 

descriptive pieces of their own. 

 

Unit 6   Reggae (Summer term 2) 

Examples of reggae are listened to, and background information is provided. There is a classroom 

arrangement of Bob Marley’s ‘Stir it up’ together with composition activities to explore this style.  

 

Year 8 

Year 8 Music classes are split between two teachers to enable intensive composing and performing 

activities to take place.  Michaelmas and Lent Terms run as dual courses, whereas in the Summer 

Term the class is team-taught in full classes or smaller groups as appropriate. 
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Unit 1   Variations (Michaelmas term) 

The use of melodic and harmonic variations as a basis for composition is explained and 

demonstrated by listening to part of the Paganini Variations for violin and by composing variations 

(in groups or pairs) on a simple tune (eg. Frère Jacques).  A listening exercise based on the Frère 

Jacques theme helps to explore different variation techniques. 

  

Unit 2   Jazz Improvisation (Michaelmas term) 

This is a simple Jazz improvisation course using the Apple Mac Studio, which incorporates 

syncopation and irregular rhythms.  We learn the chords C, F and G to play a 12 Bar Blues and 

develop RH improvisation, based on syncopated rhythms and notes from the chords, plus the blues 

scale and other appropriate figurations.  

  

Unit 3 World Music – Japan (Lent term) 

Japanese Music is explored through the performance of a simple three-part piece, Sakura, and an 

associated composition project.  Listening to traditional Japanese instruments and their music is an 

important component of this unit. 

 

Unit 4 World Music – Africa (Lent term) 

African drumming is explored through the performance of simple pieces and through composition 

exercises.  Listening to examples of African drumming and learning about playing techniques is an 

important component of this unit.  

 

Unit 5   Film Music (Summer term 1 and 2) 

In this unit we look at film music, its emotional effects and how to create these using different 

instrumentation. We pay attention to the music of Hans Zimmer and John Williams. In addition we 

have a presentation from a film music composer, Sarah Warne, who through the use of her own 

projects demonstrate the detailed process for creating a film score. Boys then experiment with the 

scoring techniques and create music for a James Bond chase scene. We have a focus on peer 

assessment and evaluation.  

 

Miss C Kelly 
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 Physical Education and Games 
 

Sport and Physical Education form an essential part of the College week.  All PE is taught with the 

objective of improving pupils’ performance and understanding of sport in an enjoyable atmosphere 

so that they may wish to continue participation further up the College and ultimately after they have 

left Dulwich.  

 

Physical Education is delivered in the Lower School through a curricular games programme and 

reinforced through the co-curricular activities. 

 

In Years 7 and 8 boys have 2 double periods of games.  The PE department leads the coaching of the 

games sessions; colleagues from other departments support the coaching.  Pupils have the 

opportunity to do rugby, football and cricket in Year 7.  In Year 8, there are additional activities, such 

as fencing, hockey and athletics, added to the programme. The first half of each term acts as a 

foundation period, ensuring all pupils have knowledge of the required skills in each sport before 

being put into a competitive environment.   

 

There are representative school teams at A-F level in rugby and A–E level in cricket. We do all we 

can to play schools at all these levels. There are up to six football sides in each year group.  Pupils 

will use their games time for the bulk of their squad coaching.  Lunchtime and after school sessions 

complete the weekly coaching programme for representative squads.  The College also enters teams 

in both local and national competitions, in a wide range of sports including hockey, tennis, 

swimming, water polo and athletics. 

 

The College Day House system runs sporting competitions throughout the year.   This provides an 

opportunity for all pupils in the House to compete together. This competition also provides an extra 

opportunity for those who wish to push into squads to gain recognition.  House competitions 

currently run in rugby, hockey, football, cricket, cross country, swimming, athletics and basketball.  

 

Mr S J Davies 
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Religion and Theology 
 

Religion and Theology at Dulwich College is academic and non-confessional in approach but it also 

tries to avoid the inherent aridity of bland ‘phenomenology of religion’. 

  

Year 7  

The course in Year 7 offers an in depth study of Hinduism and Buddhism after a general introduction 

to eastern and western religion. 

  

Aims: 

• To study eastern religions through beliefs and practices of Hinduism, Buddhism and Sikhism; 

• To bring religious belief and practice into the experience of pupils and to bring religious 

practice into a contemporary setting; 

• To help pupils to enter into an empathetic study of these religions and by doing so help some 

to understand their own cultures and backgrounds; 

• To enable pupils to question and criticise intelligently universal issues such as love, peace, 

truth and the quest for ultimate meaning, through the study of eastern religions; 

• To consider the process of religious evolution as pupils trace the movement from Hinduism 

to Buddhism and from Hinduism to Sikhism. 

  

Two of the eastern religions, Hinduism and Buddhism, will be studied in depth and Sikhism will 

become the means by which the course is concluded. 

  

The course will cover the following basic areas:  

• background  

• key beliefs  

• sacred writings  

• places and forms of worship  

• divisions  

• festivals  

• pilgrimage  

• rites of passage 

 

Pupils have one prep every week and sit an examination of 60 minutes in the summer term. 

  

Year 8 

The course offers an in depth study of Judaism, Christianity and Islam. 

  

Aims: 

• To study the three western religions of Judaism, Christianity and Islam 

• To establish the common roots linking the Semitic faiths of Judaism, Christianity and Islam 

• To enable pupils to empathise with the culture and historical experience of the monotheistic 

peoples 

• To bring religious beliefs and practice as a contemporary phenomenon into the experience 

of pupils 

Following a general introduction to western religions, each religion will be studied in depth covering 

the following areas: 
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• background 

• history of the religion 

• key religious figures 

• key beliefs 

• festivals 

• holy books 

• worship 

• rites of passage 

 

Pupils have one prep every week and sit an examination of 60 minutes in the summer term. 

 

Mr J H Fox  
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Science 
 

Introduction 

In both Years 7 and 8, the emphasis is on learning through practical investigation and instilling a love 

of science. There is no distinction at this level between the three sciences, and boys have only one 

teacher. Accurate observation and analysis skills are developed, as well the ability to manipulate 

variables.  ICT is used both inside and outside the classroom for gathering scientific data and 

researching scientific projects.  Pupils are encouraged to question and put forward their own ideas 

and question each other, rather than acquire factual knowledge. This reflects the aim of the course: 

to empower boys with scientific skills and to foster a love of scientific method.  

 

Year 7 

The first term is centred on appreciating Science and why it is important in today’s society. The first 

week is spent teaching the boys to work effectively and safely in a laboratory.  Basic equipment (such 

as the Bunsen burner) is introduced, and simple experiments are performed that teach pupils how 

to carry out a fair test, make accurate observations and make correct deductions.  To complement 

this introduction the first topic deals with the properties of matter and allows the students to follow 

state changes and have an introduction to the periodic table and the elements it contains.  

 

As an interlude after the first topic an independent investigation is presented to the boys where they 

are to prove that adding water to sand reduces the friction when pulling a mass across it. They then 

try to link this into the Egyptians building the pyramids.  

 

The next topic covers life and features a close look at the ecosystems that are found around the 

world as well as an in depth study of adaptation and variation. Following on from this is our first 

glimpse at physics and the world of forces. Students will find out exactly what forces can achieve 

and perform a variety of tests and simulations to prove the theories. 

 

In the second term, the topics covered are chemical and physical change that involves a variety of 

chemical reactions as well as a closer look at dissolving and solutions. An additional independent 

investigation will be also carried out by students focusing on the effectiveness of different brands of 

kitchen roll and their absorption properties. 

 

The final term features a study of cells and tissues and makes effective use of microscopes to study 

them in close up detail. Students will also find out about organ systems and in particular the digestive 

tract. The final topic covers energy and fuels and students have to prepare a presentation on a power 

station and how it works. The post-exam course focuses on astronomy and the Solar System which 

is complemented with a trip to Greenwich Observatory. 

 

Year 8 

In the first term, pupils study food and nutrition. They are taught about digestion and food tests and 

this leads on to the idea of a balanced diet and healthy lifestyle.  

 

The boys are then challenged to tackle a murder mystery at Loch Ness where a body is found in the 

water with the blood spread out 6 meters. Can they estimate the time of death using scientific 

method, fake blood, different temperatures and different sized beakers to solve the mystery? 

 

We then focus on the difference between elements, compounds and mixtures.  This involves the 

study of metals and non-metals, and the building blocks of all substances, atoms. This is brought 
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together in a research project where is student is given an element to research and present.  Energy 

transfers, including conduction, convection and radiation, offer the opportunity to develop practical 

skills. Boys are given guidance in designing a well-insulated house and asked to consider implications 

for fuel bills.  

 

The second term begins with the study of different chemical reactions.  We cover combustion, 

decomposition, precipitation and neutralisation reactions, which all help hone pupils' observation 

skills.  Magnetism and magnetic fields then follow, and the study of micro-organisms and disease 

provides a fascinating insight into the microscopic world.  A research project on a chosen disease 

allows for further independent learning.   

 

Light is taught in the third term.  Reflection and refraction of light are investigated using mirrors, 

blocks and prisms.  The structure of the eye and defects of vision are explained, along with their 

correction, using appropriate lenses.  The post-exam course concludes with an independent 

scientific investigation into the properties of different toilet papers. Boys are given the freedom to 

design and carry out well planned scientific investigations and asked to prepare a presentation on 

their own experiments. 

 

G Wilson  
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Spanish 
 

Year 7 

Course book:  Listos 1 

The Spanish Department's aim in Year 7 is to introduce pupils to the Spanish language and fascinating 

Hispanic culture in a varied, positive and enjoyable manner. It is also our aim to lay the foundations 

for solid future learning.  Therefore basic grammar and vocabulary form a major part of the first 

year. 

 

By the end of Year 7, pupils will be able to understand, talk and write about subjects such as their 

family, house and home, local area, and likes and dislikes. The grammar covered includes the present 

tense, the immediate future, adjectives, the expression of basic opinions, the negative, and some 

prepositions. 

 

Given that the vast majority of boys who have chosen Spanish as their language option in Year 7 

have studied little or no Spanish before coming to Dulwich College, the course is run ab initio, 

assuming little or no prior knowledge of the language. 

 

We use Listos 1, which is a modern, exciting, and engaging textbook. Every member of the 

department supplements this with his/her own material, something both pupils and staff find 

invaluable.  Pupils will also have the opportunity to make use of the department's new website, and 

the digital language laboratory.  Both are excellent aids in the acquisition of language.  

 

Year 8 

Course book:  Listos 1 and 2 

This year builds on and extends the work covered in Year 7. Pupils are stretched through the 

introduction of further topics and grammar areas. Areas covered in Year 7 are briefly revised at the 

start of the year, to ensure continuity of learning.  

 

With the introduction of basic past tenses, and the use of the immediate future, pupils are expected 

to be able to write a more detailed and varied account of their daily routines, family and school life 

and holidays. Vocabulary and grammar again form a substantial part of the course. Towards the end 

of the year, once the boys feel more comfortable expressing themselves in Spanish, they complete 

two projects into Hispanic culture: they will study some extracts from José Zorilla’s famous play, Don 

Juan Tenorio, as well as research the Discoveries and Conquest of America. 

 

Mr A P Iltchev 
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Wellbeing 
 

At Dulwich we take a holistic approach to boys’ well-being and it underpins all that we do. We 

believe it is vital to prepare boys for the future, ensuring they leave us as well-rounded, balanced 

individuals. To this end we have created a Wellbeing Programme that comprises six key strands:  

 

Physical Wellbeing, Emotional Wellbeing, Spiritual Well-being, Living in Community, Healthy Living 

and Preparation for the future. 

 

Wellbeing lessons and form tutor periods allow time each week for boys to cover an extensive 

range of age-appropriate topics, from safeguarding, stress and spirituality, to relationships, 

resilience and risks surrounding drugs, alcohol, gambling and more. In the Lower School, Wellbeing 

lessons are designed to support pupils through early adolescence and in their transitions both from 

primary school and into Middle School.  These lessons include a mixture of discussion, role play 

and written work.    

 

Year 7 

 

Michaelmas Term 

The introductory unit ‘Living in Community’ focuses on settling in to the College and living and 

working successfully with others in the College Community.  Practical advice is offered on how to 

develop and maintain successful friendships with boys having the opportunity to explore how to talk 

to, listen to and respond to others.  Boys think and talk through issues surrounding bullying and also 

consider methods of self-protection, including conflict management, road safety and the risks of 

online environments.   

 

Lent Term 

The Lent term is divided into two distinct units.  The first, ‘Personal Relationships’ focuses on growing 

up and living in community.  The second unit ‘Healthy eating’ allows students to consider what 

constitutes a healthy diet and to reflect on their own diet.  These lessons are led by the Lower School 

Library team since this unit is covered through each boy producing an information skills project 

designed to develop independent learning and learning skills.   

 

Summer Term 

The term begins with a lesson on revision techniques led by the Learning Support department.  The 

remainder of the term continues with lessons on a range of topics including the risks of smoking 

tobacco and drinking alcohol. 

 

Year 8  

Michaelmas Term 

The first term is made up of two units.  The first, ‘Body Awareness’ explores personal choices about 

how to respect and look after your body, including personal hygiene and puberty.  The topics of first 

relationships and conception are also covered.  In the latter half of term students prepare an 

information skills project in which they consider the effect of carbon on the environment. 
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Lent Term 

Boys complete a short ‘Citizenship’ course where they learn about Parliament and Government.  

These lessons are followed by a series of lessons on Human Rights including the difficulty of 

balancing rights and responsibilities. 

 

Summer Term 

The final term includes a lesson on revision techniques led by the Learning Support department 

whilst also preparing the boys for their examinations through a course entitled ‘Resilience’.  In this 

course boys become more aware of their emotions and are helped to understand methods of dealing 

with life’s difficulties.  The year concludes with lessons on modern manners, internet safety and legal 

drugs. 

 

 

Mrs S E Griffiths 
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